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PREFACE 


Thk life of Wcllcslej* hns still to bo written on a 
scale proportionate to the greatness of the subject. 
Tlireo well-known biograpbics exist. Jlr. Pcarco’s 
(3 vols., llcntlcy, 1846) is too often verbose and 
trivial. Mr. Macullagb Torrens’s brilliant ‘historic 
portrait’ (Chatto and Windus, 1880) does not profess 
to be systematic. Colonel Jfallcson’s sketch (W. H. 
.(Vilen & Co., 1889) is — it is its only fault — too brief. 
Till the time shall come when a complete memorial 
of the great statesman shall be undertaken Ijy one 
qualified alike to estimate and to portray, shorter 
studies, it is hoped, may be permitted : and among 
these may this attempt, however unworthy, find 
place. 

The authorities for the subject are very numerous. 
Without mentioning the sources of information on 
particular campaigns and particular personages, refer- 
ences to which will bo found in the notes, I may 
name among general histories those' of Captain Grant 
Duff, Colonel Wilks, Sir John Malcolm, and Mr. James 
^lill. The last work is one on which, in spite of the 
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olojnontfi of grcntiicas it pomcHHOH, it ivoiild ho ro-sli 
itidcod to roly either for facts or principles. 

Mr. Montgomery Jfnrlin’K Dc»p<it< licH, Mimdcn, (inrf 
Covrch]x>wlcncc of ihe MarqxiffH WdlcHlcp (\V. IT. Allen 
& Co., second edition, i8^o) are nhsoliitely indis- 
pensable to any student of the great Governor- 
General. Mr. Sidney Owen's selection from these 
(Clarendon Press, 1878) is wholly admirable and ha.s 
■won descn'cd popularity. Other letters arc found 
printed in din’erent book.s, — some interesting ones 
of a personal nature, for instance, in the lives by 
Mr. Pcarco and Mr. Torrens, and others in Jlr. G. "W. 
Forrest’s Sclcctionn from (he Letters, DcsjHitchcs, and 
other State Papers jn-cserved in the Bombay Secreta- 
riat, Marulhd Series, vol. i, Pombay, 1885. 

The unprinted material is, I think, nearly ns 
important as that already published. Tho Jlanu- 
Bcripts of Mr. Fortcscuo, preserved at Dropmorc, have 
been examined for tho Historical MSS. Commission, 
and tho first volume of the report has been published 
(1892). It is exceedingly valuable, and I have made 
much use of it. In tho British Museum there arc 
nearly 400 volumes given by tho representatives of 
Lord ^Vellosloj'. Among these are two volumes of 
letters to tho Select Committee, 1798-1803 ; a volume 
containing a statement of the Secret Ser^’ice money 
expended, 1799-1805; twenty-seven volumes of pri- 
vate and official correspondence (much of this has 
been printed) ; drafts of letters to be sent, but for the 
most part not despatched ; minutes on the finances 
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of India; papers, reports, and books relative to the 
household establishment and expenses of the Governor- 
General ; and a number of Jetters and papers for the 
period 1808-22. 

In the Record Department of the India Office there 
is also a great mass of MS. material, most of -which has, 
BO far as I can see, been used by none of Wellesley’s 
biographers. There repose all the Court Minutes 
of the East India Company, their despatches to 
Bengal and the replies thereto, the proceedings of the 
Government in India for the period, and t-wenty-four 
volumes of WeEesley’s papers, containing letters from 
Madras and Bombay to the Governor-General. A 
number of separate collections, such as the Fisher 
papers and the Miscellaneous Records, contain much 
matter of great value. Of some of these collections 
printed catalogues exist. Sir Henry Waterfield dre-w 
up a rough list of an enormous mass of documents on 
subjects relating to politics and trade, which was 
printed in 1875. Of others there are only MS. cata- 
logues, and these do not profess to be complete. I am 
greatly indebted to the kindn^s of officials of the 
Record Department for their assistance to me during 
the researches I was allowed to make at the India 
Office. I have made considerable use of the MS. 
material, and I believe that some extracts, such as the 
opinions of Wellesley and Dundas on the re-arrange- 
ment of Indian administration (pp. 113-115), and of 
Warren Hastings on the education of Civil Servants 
(pp. 1 23-1 24), -will be found of much interest. 
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J niM vory grcnlly imlolilorl fo my frlf.ud, Ihc Jicv. 
Kolniul Allt'ii, who Ims dour; me the gn-nt kindntHK 
to road ni}- jrroofH and givrj me the lioncfit of vahinhle 
oriticiBin ; and ] have also to tlianlc Mr. llcginald 
Van Wart for friendly aid. Nor can 1 refrain from 
acknowledging my debt to the courtesy and patience 
of tho J'iditor of this sorie.s as well ns to his niirlvnllcd 
knowledge of India. 
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NOTE 

The orthography of proper names follows the system adopted hy 
the Indian Government for the Imperial Gaztfleer qf India. That 
system, while adhering to the popular spelling of very well-known 
places, such as Punjab, Poona, Deccan, &c., employs in all other 
cases the vowels with the following uniform sounds : — 
a, as in woman : d, as in father : t, as in kin ; i, as in intrigue ; 
0, as in cold : «, as in bull : as in rule. 
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CIIAPTKll I 
HlKTH AKI) TnAt.Vt.SG 

O.v Jho roll of }3rih'sli Holers of Indio there is no 
^grervtor imtne tlintj thotofKichnrd Mnrqncss Wclloslo}'. 
Wnrrcn Hnstings nlono, ninong his protlecossors, can 
clnim to ho his eqiml : ntnong his successors it would 
l)c dilVicult to find n suporior. As nn ndministrntor 
and a slatcsTunn, alike in liis projects and in his 
nchieveinents, ho stands out unniistnkahly among the 
greatest men of his age ; and it is in far distant times 
and njiiid wholly different circumstances that we must 
seek, if we arc to point to triumphs more extensive 
pmn his. It is ill comparing tho trophies of heroes : 
^i^utl if it was Clive who won and Hastings who pre - 
.Urved tho English foothold in the great peninsula, it 
was Wellesley incontcstahly who found e d the British 
ICmpiro in the East. He found tho East India Com- 
pan y a trading body : he_M tJit_aImost in s pite o f 
it self, tho mightiest power in the land. l 

The genealogies of great men are often an arid and 
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unprofitable study ; but a peculiar interest attaches to 
the ancestry of Wellesley. From what strain was it 
that the four brothers, all men of mark and two of 
undoubted genius, derived their powers? We have 
no satisfactory answer. An ancient family of Lash 
gentlemen, giving birth in one of its branches to the 
gi’eat religious leader of the eighteenth century, the 
house of Wesley — it had once, when spelling was more 
irregular, been Wellesley or WeUe^igh — had thriven 
for centuries respectably, if without any remarkable 
distinction. Grarret Wesley, a friend and neighbour 
of Swift, lived blamelessly and died without issue. 
Charles Wesley, the ‘sweet singer’ of Methodism, 
might, if he would, have been his heir. When he 
declined, another kinsman, Richard Colley of Castle 
Carbery, was adopted, and in due time succeeded to 
the name and the estates. His service to the govern- 
ment, which appears to have been slight, or the 
position of his family, received recognition in the 
grant of a peerage: in 1746 Richard Colley Wesley 
became Baron Momington in the peerage of Ireland. 
He was himself something of a virtuoso; his son 
Garret Wesley was a musician of no inconsiderable 
note. It was imeommon then to see a peer, even an 
Irish peer, as leader of the Orchestra ; but the second 
Lord Momington was respected as a man, and admired 
— he is still remembered — as a musician. He mairied 
in 1 759 Anne, daughter of Arthur Hill Trevor, after- 
wards Lord Dungannon, and in the same year was 
raised to the rank of an earl. 
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The eldest son of a talented musician and an accom- 
plishcil woman, Kicliard Colley W cslev ^ was bom at 
Dangan Castle. County Meath, on June ac. i-j 6 z. 
His brothers, Willi am, afterwards Earl of ifarv- 
borough. Arthur, the great Duke of WellLnoron. and 
Henn,’. best kno-wn as Lord Cowley and British 
Amlxissador at Baris, were bom in i/dj and 

1773 respectively. His mother when, one day in her 
old age. her carriage wa'^ delayed in the sweet bv an. 
applauding crowd, said to her yonngesr sen with 
pardonable pride. ‘Tois comes of l-eing the mether cf. 
the Gracchi.' 
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superior ns a scholar. Ho "n'ns in the same house 
irith his brother Arthur. Willinin Grenville and Sir 
John Nc^^'port, two of his schoolfellows, were his 
constant friends through life. It is said ^ that at the 
Speeches in ^77 7 ho r ecited Stratford’s speech with 
such pathos that George HI shed tears, and that 
when he returned, ns he often did, with Archbishop 
Cornwallis to Lambeth, he saw Garrick, who' said, 
‘ Your Lordship has done what I never could do ; 
you have drawn tears from the King.' ‘ Yes,’ 
answered Wesley, ‘but you never spoke before him 
in the character of a fallen, favourite, arbitnuy 
Minister.’ 

From Eton bo went in December 1778 to Christ 
Church". In 1780 he won the Chancellor’s prize for 
Latin verse, the subject being the death of Captain 
Cook. In the next year “his father died, and it fell to 
him to pay his debts and educate bis children. The 
task was performed with honour and success. 

As a member of the Irish House of Peers, in Grattan’s 
time, the young Lord Momington’s talents soon com- 
manded attention. "When his friend William Grenville 
became Chief Secretary for Ireland, the correspond- 
ence between them became conBtant,and was concerned 
with matters of political importance. Momington 
was exceedingly active. ‘ I shall be happy and proud,’ 


* Quarterhj Btxiew, rol. cxlix. p. 364. 

® ‘Being unanimouBly elected by the Dean and Chapter a 
student of that institution.' Marquess "Wellesley, Primitiae et 
RtUquiae, p. 34. 
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be wrote to Grenville, * to take a decided part with 
you in and out of Parliament; and shall, with the 
greatest readiness, contribute anything within the 
compass of my abilities to the success of your plans, 
and to the arrangement of them. In short, I shall 
deem it a very small tribute paid to that constant, 
uniform, and ardent friendship which has so often 
assisted mo in every shape, to devote myself to the 
use of a government proceeding on pure principles. 
. . . You may consider me ns one of your assistant 
secretaries, a servant though not a slave of the 
crown; and ready to fag with you at business as 
we used to fag at Lent verses and Episco-pastorals 
together 3 .’ His private letters contain vivid descrip- 
tions of the disturbed life of the Irish Parliament. 
In 1784 he entered the English House of Commons 
as one of the two members for the borough of Beeral- 
ston, a seat which he exchanged in 1788 for that of 
"Windsor, and for Old Sarum in 1796. He was soon 
recognised as a man of capacity and power. He was 
one of the original knights on the creation of the 
Order of St. Patrick, and in 1786 was made a Lord 
of the Treasury. His earlier political attachments 
were all of a liberal complexion. He was a warm 
admirer of Grattan ^ and became an intimate friend of 
Pitt, of whose commercial proposals for Ireland he 

’ Hist. MBS. Commission. Dropmoro MSS., vol. i. p. 164. 

’ In a letter to W. Grenville he speaks of him as .‘ the first of all 
men in ability and virtue, my friend Grattan.’ Hist. MSS. Com- 
mission. Dropmore MSS., vol. i. p. 164. 
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was a strong supporter. He opposed in 1789 the 
request of the Irish Parliament to the Prince of Wales 
to assume the office of Kegent with unlimited powers. 
He was in complete sympathy with Wilberforce; and 
in the debates of i7Q a he proposed the immediate 
abolition of slaveiw. His action in English and Irish 
parliaments alike, during this period, shows him to 
have been both enlightened and independent ; but with 
the progress of the French Revolution his division from 
the Foxites became marked. He was an enemy to 
Parliamentary Reform, and spoke against the motion 
of the future Lord Grey on May 7, 1793. J^is opinions 
were biassed by his fears of the Revolution, as his 
arguments show, and when these fears were past it 
was his lot to be a member of the Government which, 
under his old opponent, carried the Reform BiR of 
1832. In 1790 he had traveRed abroad for his health, 
and had seen in Paris the vagaries and violence which 
already marked the proceedings alike of the people 
and of the Assembly. In a letter to WRRam Gren- 
ville ^ he gives an acute and humorous description 
of the state of the city, and it is not difficult to see 
how his experiences affected his opinions. 

Lord Momington’s position was that of many young 
men of his time. He had no sympathy with narrow 
and antiquated Whiggism : he took a wide view of 
foreign politics and was keenly interested in philan- 
thropic movements : he was greatly attached to the 
old Constitution, though not blind to its need of 
‘ Dropmore MSS., vol. 1 . pp. 607-10. 
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• '(roform : lie "was, in fact, in many Tvays a typical 
representative of the Conservatism which owed its 
hii-th to Pitt and to Burke. These principles appear 
clearly in a lengthy speech on the French Revolution, 
delivered on January 31, 1794, which he corrected for 
the press and published as a pamphlet, and to which 
Sheridan made and also published a vigorous reply. 
It is no slight testimony to the position he had won 
for himself that his' speeches were generally answered 
by the greatest orators of the day. He did not always 
got the best of the encounter : of one famous debate 
'Wilberforco wrote in his diary, ‘Poor Momington 
nervous and Sheridan brutal.’ 

In 1793 Lord Momington was sworn of the English 
Privy Council, and in the same year he began his 
connection with Indian affans by his appointment 
as a member of the Board of Cnnt.roL, He haJ. already 
prepared himself by reading Indian history and such 
literature as ho could procure h For the next four 
years he studied India closely ; his speeches contain 
constant allusions to the condition and policy of 
England in the East : and he had the advantage of an 
intimate acquaintance with Lord ComwaUis, whose 
Indian administi-ation had been the most successful 
portion of his chequered career. His brother Arthur 
went out to Madras in 1796, with the character from 

* He ■wrote from Brighton to Gren'rille, July 30, 1786, telling him 
that he -was reading Orme, and asking for ‘ some general account of 
the European settlements in the East Indies.’ Dropmore MSS., 
vol. i. p. 263. 
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f'orinv/tlli." of ' n rcnjiil'lf' j»ni» nml n o/Iic'-r,' /iri'l 
from tihii lie ronntnnt rointiiiirurnltnn”, 

onj>r<'j«(]ic'-(l, r»l;i' hi.-t Intor fiti'l mon' fdinotn 

li'llom. 

In tlio nniiio ^'onr llo* .'<Uy nf clmfi'^rA in Itulinn 
mljuininlrntion Ih-nnim* nviflt-nt. Sir .tohn Siinro nt 
('nlciittn nnd Lord H<dinrt nt Mndras wen,' inifmticrit 
of <'ncli ollwr'ji view;', Tho Inttor ••xjxTt' d to Lo nip,d<! 
Govonior-ti'cnoiTil ; imt tlio Home Gr/vernment wore 
conviticcd of his unfittiesM. t 'orjiwallii wns induced 
ftonin to tindcrtnko the post, nrid in Mnrc h i7 <)7 
*^lomlng(on wns jtrivntely offered the flovoriinrsldp 
of Fort St. Georj^o. with promlsrrdf Gn~ fovef.sion of 
tlio Oovenior-Genenilfiliip. JIo necept*’d it, n/id it 
wns not long hoforo the reversion also fell to him. 

On July 26, nt the King's Levtx* hu took leave, ns 
for Hiulnus ; hut the chnnge.s in Jrelnnd were so great 
(hat it was felt Cornwallis could jiot he di.‘ij)cn.scd 
with. After a week nt Ilolwood with I’Itt, spent in 
noxious discussions of the needs nnd prosjjcct.s of our 
Indian posscs.sions, Moniington wa.s dcfinitel}' np- 
pointed Govcrnor-Gcncml of India, reccivdng nt the 
same time, ns Enron Wollo.slej', n pcomgc of Great 
Britain, an honour ho had long dc.sircd. At the end 
of October ho took part in a great banquet given by 
the East India Company to the victor of Cainperdown, 
and a ballad on the triumjdi of the great-hearted 
British Admii'nl, which ho wrote for the occasion — not 
equal it must bo confessed to those which Dibdin nnd 
Bmham made so famous — was received with the 
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enthusiasm -which is generally the lot of a Viceroy’s 
essays in verse. He -was indeed better at Latin than 
at English poetry, and some hexameters on the crimes 
of the Revolution and the virtues of the venerable 
Duncan, written about the same time at Walmer and 
published in the Anti-Jacobin, were more worthy of 
his powers. 

Lord Mornington sailed on November 7, 1 797. From 
the first he affected all the dignities that should belong 
to the ruler of a great empire. Years before, on his 
first appearance in the Irish House of Lords, his 6eZ air 
had been quizzed, and an ill-natui-ed obsei-ver had 
compared his manner to that of Garrick as a tragedy- 
king. He had cultivated, indeed, all the outward 
graces of a great man : in attitude, in voice, in style, 
in the deliberation which had marked all his parlia- 
mentary utterances, ho appeared ns one who had a 
right to attention and homage. In lesser matters he was 
equally punctilious. On his way out, in spite of the 
distresses of a bad sailor which he endured with much 
lamentation, he dressed for dinner as if he were at 
home ; and the Morning Chronicle, in its account of 
his departure, reported -with undisguised sarcasm, ‘ to 
such an extent is the frigate encumbered with stores, 
carriages, and baggage, that should the rencontre of 
an enemy make it necessary to prepare for action, Lord 
Mornington will ine-vitably suffer from clearage in the 
course of five minutes a loss of at least sizpoo.' 

' Even the crossing to Ireland made him ill enough to keep his 
bed. Dropmore MSS., vol. L p. 325. 

B 2 
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The now Oovciiutr-CJciu'nil out, iinlUro jonio 
of liJH pn-tli'ci.'-’oro, to no anil with 

pntcfioally no jll.■ra')nal jii/»>rr5t in t!n< n/fnir!. v/itioh 
lie wii!( (o direct. JJii< lirotln-r Artlmr ^m'lj i^ia tnio, 
nln-joly. injLudia ; ninl he look with Itim hii yotin;,'* ; t 
hrothor, Henry, n.*! hittj|^ ui)it ira l ? veretary. He v.-a-) 
nhvnya e.n^'er to jolv/mre liia kiojifolk, and hia hrolht ni 
more than jnMtifi(;d Jiia Inteie.Hl. Ihit with ihi.*! 
exc<‘plion lie wna fn c from the ali^dit' rtt .aie.picion of 
concern oulaide the aphero of the dtitie ( of hia po.-t. 
Kc'ithcr hini.‘'(df, nor through any agent, however well 
concealed, was he concerned in commerce, Jle h.ad 
not, like Uoniwallis, a military training or a military 
Idas. No doiilit ho was inlluenced— most men wore — 
by Dimda.s, but he wn.*) in no sen.se his creatim-. He 
had no past tic.s to the Company, and was neither 
indebted to them for his advancement nor relying 
upon thorn for fnluro support. It wn.s, too, a great 
advantage, to come after such a man a.H Sir John Shore. 
Stolid and opinionated honest}' is not genemlly attrac- 
tive or engaging, Hornington's public life, while 
honourable to the core, wn.s unquc.stionably a brilliant 
untitbesis to tbiit of his prcdeccs.sor. Ho had nmcli 
of tlio genius of Warren Hastings, and he started 
unhampered by ignorant opposition. Shore did better 
on a less extended area : of ilomiugton Lis friend the 
Speaker Addington, some ycavB before, had said very 
truly, ‘ You want a wider sphere ; you are dj'ing of 
the cramp.’ 



CHAPTER n 


Beginnings in India. : the Nizam ; the Pbbsidenoies 

After the Avorka of Sir James Stephen and Sir John 
Strachey^ it would he idle again to insist upon the 
arbitrary and unhistorical dogmatism of James Mill. 
Bo it only said that he is as hasty and pragmatical 
on Mornington as he is on Hastings, and as -wilfully 
blind to the evidence -which he professes to have con- 
sulted. Che new Governor-General, he says, ‘had 
possessea but little time for acquainting himself -with 
the complicated affairs of India, -when all his attention 
was directed to a particular poin^.’ Were the -time 
brief or long, the despatches -which he -wrote from the 
Cape of Good Hope on February 23 and February 28, 
1798", show how well he had used it. It happened 
that he met at the Cape not only Lo rd ilacartney, the 
Governor, who had been Governor of Madras, but also 
Lord Hobai-t, David Baird, who had been released 
from captivity in Mysore by the peace of Bangalore 
and had the best means of judging, what were Tipii’s 


* Kuncomar and Impey {1BQ5), nnd Hastings and the BohiUa TTar (i 8 ga). 
’ TTeZ/e^Jej/ Despatches, ed. Montgomery Martin, vol. i. pp. 1-15. 
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feelings towards the English, and Major Kirk patric k, 
who had recently been resident at HaidarfKSdT Erom 
the last-named he obtained information which Dundas 
especially desired as to the system ‘now pursued 
almost universally by the native princes, of retaining 
in their service numbers of European or American 
officers under whom the native troops are trained and 
disciplined in imitation of the corps of Sepoys in the 
British service.’ It was to this, and especially in 
regard to the relations of the Niz^m with the Com- 
pany, that Momington on his arrival in India first 
directed his attention. 

The Nizam’s force, under the command of a French- 
man named Kaymond, .consisted of over ten thousand 
men with a train of about thirty native-served field- 
pieces. Orders had already been given for its increase 
to fourteen thousand : a large tract of country, part of 
which bordered on the Kamfitik, had been assigned 
as security for its pay: and it was more than 
suspected, as it was afterwards proved, that the 
officers, with the tacit sanction of the Nizdm himself, 
were in correspondence in the French interest with 
the far more dangerous ruler of Mysore. The position 
of this force was paralleled in many other native 
states, and it appeared to be clearly a distinct and 
powerful aid to French influence in Tudia. 

‘ I have no doubt,’ wrote Momington ‘ that the natural 
effect of the unchecked and inpid growth of such a party at 


^ WeSt^ey Btspafches, vol. 1. p. 5, 
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tlio Court of one of our principal allies must te in a very 
sliort period to detach that Court entirely from our interests, 
and finally to fix it in those of our enemies ; to subject its 
councils to tlieir control, and its military establishments to 
their discretion. However despicable the corps of Enymond 
may now be in point of discipline or effect in the field, would 
it he wise to have such a large body of men in readiness to 
receive whatever improvements the ability, assiduity, and 
zeal of French ofiicera sent from Europe for that express 
purpose might introduce into the constitution of a corps so 
prepared by correspondent principles and objects to meet the 
most sanguine expectations of their new leaders! Under 
these circumstances, the corps which perhaps now has little 
more efficiency than that of a political party, might soon 
become in the hands of our enemy ns efficient a military 
force, ns it is now in that view wholly useless either to the 
Hizum or to us.’ 

The measures by which Mornington, on the advice 
of Earkpati-ick, proposed to meet these dangers, 
were sketched thus early : and they were those 
which he actually carried out. They were — to 
procure by representation and demand the disband- 
ment of Raymond’s troops and to replace them by a 
large increase of the British contingent in the Nizfim’s 
pay, granting such extension of power in the use of 
the latter force as would enable it to be a real safe- 
guard to the Nizfim against the encroachments of the 
Mardthds. He discussed further, in his letter of the 
a3vd and at greater length on the 28th, the position 
of the British power in India in relation to the native 
states generally, and showed a masterly grasp of the 
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eitimlion niul nn iniiiimto ncqimiiitniuio with its 
(liniciiltics wliicli proved liim lu ho no novice in the 
fiUicly of Indian ])oHlic.s, Tlmi his views were not 
incroly derived from Kirkpatrick is dear from his 
discussion and rejection of seveml of that ofiicor's 
/^proposals. It was to irnidartih/ld tlmt Mornington first 
looked on his arrival in India. It will he convenient 
therefore to sketch his relations with the Kir/im before 
we turn to the other brandies of his work. 

The position of the Niz/Im was, nt this time, chiefi}’ 
.(langorous to the British because of his neighbourhood 
(fio and suspected dealings with the redoubtable ruler 
of I^fysoro. Tipu Sult^In was the enemy whom the 
province of JIndras had chiefly to fear, and his 
was the power which iilorningfon saw that it was 
neccssaiy at once to reduce. But the Council of Fort 
St. George, shortsighted and timorous, remembered 
Haidar All's famous descent on the Kamfitik and 
dreaded a war with his fierce and brutal son. They 
still fancied too, with singular blindness, that it was 
wise to suffer the extension of his power as a counter- 
poise to that of the Marathds. 

Momington, it will bo soon, had already proof of tho 
hostile designs of Tipu, which made it madness to 
delay. He_Jcne^ Mysore to bo in alliance with 
France. HaidarAbfid, dominated by French officers! 
was certain sooner or later to follow tho example. IG 
was necessary, then, to act at once. Captain James I 
Achilles Kirkpatrick was accordingly instructed tc | 
negotiate with the NizJim and with his son, Azim^ _ 
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OnirnJij for a m ore definite aiidJjm.dlrij; trcaiv. The 
details of the negotiation arc to 1)C gleaned chiefly in 
private correspondence’: but the action Tvas prompt 
and cflbctnal. Wellesley showed that he posscfjsed 
not only the statesman’s power of bold origination, 
but the skill, equall}* rare ns it is, of choosing agents 
bold and decided ns himself. Foremost among these 
was a young ofliccr named Malcolm, of whn.tp wide 
knowledge of the native languages and oxtensive 
study of the political .sy.stems of India lie had learnt 
through his brother IToniy- Wellesley. Malcolm was 
appointed as.sistant at Uaidnnlb.ad jrt ,Sej>f'‘mbcr. 1 79H. 
His tact and courage were of the grer.t-' ’'t servire. and 
his subsequent brilliant carc-er th'- S'dertion. 

He became the historian of oven'..- in which Im ha'I 
been a prominent actor. 
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a difficult matter. But Wellesley’s agents Tvei'e equal 
to the task imposed on them. It may be that if Bay- 
^'mond had been alive there would have been a %ht: 
' but, he was dead and his successor, M. Perron, seems 
to have been glad to be out of the business. How- 
ever that may be, through the tact and decision of 
Colonel Eobei'ts, the disarmament of the French force 
was accompbahed without difficulty, and British 
influence became once more supreme at'EmdardbAd. 

i Thus,’ bn the eve of the war with Tipii, which might 
prove the most serious that the Company had ever 
engaged in, the flank of the Madras presidency was 
secured, and what had been a danger was turned into 
j a support. 

j To complete the record of Wellesley’s relations with 
HaidardbM, it should be added that the NizAm took 
^'a subordinate part in the campaign in Mysore and 
received a very handsome share of the conquered 
territory. Before long a new timty became necessary. 
The Nizdm was in sore straits. The Marfithfis, his 
constant and lively foes, were still pressing their 
clai ms for cliaxdh : his own tributaries, who owed 
tribute also to the MarSthfis, were encouraged by 
them in resistance to his demands. He could not 
coerce them, for his own force was inadequate and 
the British troops were, by treaty, only to be used for 
definite external war. The difficulties in the way of 
procuring an European-officered army were enormous. 
There seemed every possibility that before long the 
Marfithds would actually invade Haidardbfid — and. 
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last ptrnAv of nil, llic Niz/iin could exact no money 
from tlic territory he had gained in the Mysore parti- 
tion, and his subsidy to the English Tvas in arrears. 

/ Under these circumstances a treat}' of Defensive 
.(Vllianco was negotiated in October iKoo, by which 
'Wellesley set at rest the diniculties of HaidarJibild. 
The English forces in the Deccan were increased to 
ten thousand men, and were authorised to defend the 
Kir/nn against all aggression. Tlio Kir/im agreed to 
submit all his disputes to English mediation ; and he 
yielded to the Company the whole of his acquisitions 
from Tipu. The northern frontier of Mysore was 
now placed in British hands, and the security of the 
Southern Province was greatly increased. 

Tlic disbandment of the French force, the earliest 
triumph of the new Governor-General, was cordially 
approved at homo. 

‘ "i'oHr trc.sty with the Nirjuu,’ \vrotc Dnndas, ‘ efrcctunlly 
puts nil end to ever}' nlnrm upon Hint part of the business ; 
and whether you consider It negntively ns removing the French 
force from our neighbourhood, or positively in respect of the 
ndditionnl strength it affords to us nnd tlie nid it gives to 
our flunnees, it is n tmnsnetion whicli tolls in our favour in 
u variety of wnj-s. . . . Your lordship Ims long before tliis 
time nnticipnted the satisfuction I have received from that 
transaction, which has been completed in so masterly nnd 
effectual a manner.’ 

In the course of his action with regard to the Niziim 
the Governor-General was brought into constant com- 
munication with the Governor and Council of Fort 
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St. George. The diiRculties of control had always 
been one of the most fruitful sources of weakness 
;^in the Company’s government of its possessions, and 
the situation during the time of Lord Hobart and Sir 
John Shore had become acute. To Moinington divided 
responsibility was intolerable, and he took the oppor- 
tunity of the arrival of the new Governor of Madras, 
Lord Clive, to address to him a homily on his position 
and duties which is highly instinctive. The tone is 
polite, cordial, friendly : Momington received the intel- 
ligence of the appointment with ‘ very great pleasure ’ ; 
but he did not hesitate to speak clearlyr He em- 
phasized the need for secrecy in communication : he 
criticized the inferiority of the civil service of Madras : 
he laid down strict limits as to the interference of the 
lesser with the greater official. No steps, he declared, 
must be taken in matters relating to negotiation, war, 
revenue, or the general interest, civil, militazy, or 
political of the Company’s possessions, by the inferior 
presidency. Its duty consists merely ‘ in a cordial 
co-operation in the execution of that which it is the 
peculiar province of the Governor-General in Council 
to determine.’ Nor is it compatible with the position 
of the lesser presidencies ‘ to mingle direct or indirect 
censures with their formal obedience to the legal 
authority of the Governor-General in Council ; still 
less can it be their duty to anticipate his decisions 
by the premature interposition of their opinions or 
advice in any quarter, where such inteiLerence may 
countei'act the success of bis* general plans and may 
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introduce all the mischief and confusion of divided 
councils and of conflicting authority. The examina- 
tion of the records of the late Government of Fort 
St. George,’ continued the imperious Governor-General, 
‘ will manifest a constant tendency towards this fatal 
eiTor ; and even since my arrival in Bengal I have 
found it necessary to restrain the symptoms of the 
same disposition.’ 

It was well to speak thus clearly at the outset ; 
and it must he allowed that Lord Clive acted with 
great tact and resti-aint within the limits which his 
superior assigned to him. He refrained from the 
‘fatal error’ of criticism, and the Governor-General 
went his lordly way, unti’ammelled by opposi- 
tion, and followed to the end of his cai-eer by the 
‘fervent esteem, respect and affection^’ of the subor- 
dinate whom he had taught thus early to know his 
place. 

Difiiculties there were with the Madras Council, 
where, especially in the case of the afiaii's of the 
Nawdb of Arcot, the ofllcials were apt to act, as 
Arthur Young said that statesmen at home acted 
towards America^ ‘ on the maxims of the counter ’ ; 
but they were smoothed by the genuine friendship 
between Wellesley and Clive. Nor at any time did 
the condition of Madras approach that of Bombay. 
Of the latter, during his brother’s administration 


' See Lord Clive'e letter on resigning liiH post to Lord William 
Bentinck, Sept. 3, 1803. Wdlesley DespatcAes, vol. v. pp. 433-5. 
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(in spite of pleasant experience and a love passage 
Arthur Wellesley left a biting description which may 
sufficiently describe his relations with its Council : — 

‘ There are two parties throughont the Bombay establish- 
ment, the civil and military service; and the latter are 
divided into two parties, those in the. King’s and those in 
the Company’s service. The disputes of these two parties 
are the sole business of every man under the government 
of Bombay; and they are maintained by the system of 
encouragement given to correspondence and the peipetual 
reference to individuals by government. In short, I see 
that nothing can succeed with these people as it ought; and 
I wish to God I had nothing to do with them 


^ See Bombay and Western India, by James Douglas, vol. iL p. 9. 

* Nov. II, 1803. Owen's Seledioots from WeUingion Despatches, p. 320. 



CHAPTER HI 


The Conquest op Mysore 

In the popular mind the fame of Wellesley rested, 
and still rests, -without question almost solely on the 
.Conqu^t__of Mysore.-^ If the natives, as grotesque 
Instances sho-wed regarded the Company as an old 
■woman (a hypothesis to -which its conduct gave a high 
de^ee of probability), the British nation, equally 
ignorant, kne-w the Indian States -without discrimi- 
nation as notable for -wealth and cruelty, and the 
great peninsula as a happy land -where the Company 
had sent Englishmen, and Mr. Dundas had sent Scots- 
men, -who returned after many years -with impaired 
constitutions and impetuous mannei-s to buy English 
constituencies and excite the avarice of poor relations. 
For once an Oriental chieftain came -within the range 
of European politics. Whether because he was under- 
stood to be in alliance -with the French bugbear or 
because so many Britons had been his prisoners, the 
Jjarhar ity of Tipu was a household word in Eng^d. 
Jipd was as sort of Eastern ‘ Boney^ Enghshmotbe^ 

’ Lord -Valontia -was announced to WeUesIey thn®-"^® , 

Bon and the grandson of Mrs. Company 
Torrens, mesiey, p. 330. 
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scared their jianghty cWIdren his name. Colonel 

'Wilks’s account of the sufferings of British prisoners in 
Mysore ^ gives a picture which many a British house- 
hold knew to Jbe too sadly true. When General Baird’s 
mother heard how the captives were hound together 
and dragged after the cannon on the march — ‘I pity the 
mon,’ she said, ‘ wha’s tied. to ma DavieJ ’ Few could 
treat the matter so lightly. Knowledge of the misery 
of the British prisoners led to exaggerated ideas of 
the power of the monster who had poisoned and assas- 
sinated so many of them. Haidar All ha d def eated 
the Company’s troops in the open field; 'npd„had. 
stood forth with all the appearance of a conqueror at 
the peace of Mangalore in 1784, and in the fifteen 
years since then his power had seemed — in spite of 
his defeat at the hands of Cornwallis — ^rather to in- 
crease than to decay. Suddenly, in a few months, it 
was shattered to the dust ; his territory was divided, 
his dynasty deposed ; and the British troops secured 
such a quantity of prize-money as had never been 
known before. The British imagination, already 
strongly appealed to, was dazzled by these brilliant 
results ; and when men at home asked whose work 
this was, and Anglo-Indians, military and civil 
servants alike, cried with one voice, ‘ Momington’s,’ 
a testimony so unanimous and unusual carried all, 
England with it in its enthusiasm. Wellesley, Tipfi,'' 
and Seringapatam were written in the memories of' 


* Jlistcrical Sketches of Southern India, ii. 521 , 2 . 
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Englisbmon for generations and in Englisli history 
for all time. 

Momington ^ an-ived in India with no settled plan, 
of a Mysorean war. ELis instructions from Dundas ' 
were to preserve the balance of power between the 
native princes upon the same footing as that on which 
it was placed by the treaty of Seringapatam (1793). 
He perceived, from the conversations which he had at 
the Cape, and from the despatches from India which 
he opened and read, that this balance had been 
materially disturbed. fThe unsettled condition of the 
Mardthd States was not such as to inspire alarm. The 
youth of Daulat Rfvo Sindhia counterbalanced the 
accession of power which his predecessor, the great 
Mahaddji, had won. Indore was weakened by the 
feuds of the claimants to the authority of Tukaji 
Holkai'. Nfigpm- seemed to be stronger : but it was 
traditionally allied with the British. The Nizdm was 
perceptibly weaker than of old. There was no power 
in Central or Southern India to be named beside that 
of Mysore. In the North-West Provinces the weak- 
ness of Oudh. was a danger to the Englisb and to 
itself; and there was an universal expectation of 
invasion from ZemdnShfih, the Afghfin chief whose 
power had advanced with such alai'ming strides, and 
who was known to be in treaty with all the states in 
Hindnst&i that were unMendly to the Company. It 

* Besides the fVeUestey Despatches there are on this subject Srieci 
Letters qf Tipu Saltan, arranged and translated by Col. W. Kirk- 
patrick, 1 81 1. 

C 
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limy 1)0 tliai tliin <lniigor whh ONn^gomtcd ; but U is 
iinqucstionablo that it npponred very real to all tlio 
prominent soldiers and slatosnien of British India. 
Mot Iho loa.st alannin;^ feature wn.s tin: association of 
Zoinfm Sli/Ih wtli Tipft .Sultitn, 

Moniington sketehed tlni.s cdearly, in his letter to 
Dunda.s from the Capo, the chango in the po.sition of 
tho latter .since the peace of Seringapatnm, 

* Since tlmt pcilml of lime he has enjoyed jfCTfi'cl inloni.il 
Inmqnillity; while onr nllic.s nil nronntl him Ii.sve heen 
distnicfccl find c.’dinnstcd by donicsfic rcK'Hions, (<iiccr.‘’fivc 
rovolnlion.s, nnd miiliml wnm, he Ims liccn emjdoycd in 
recruiting the fourcca of his slrength, improving his reve- 
mic.s, nnd invigomting’ the discipline of hi.s nmiie.s. ... He 
hns been vet^* active for some time p.isl in hi.s application 
to the Courts of tho Native powers, eiulenvonring to stir 
them up ngninst ns. He cerininly npplic<l for that purpo.'c 
to the Nisalm, nnd during the nbsence of Azim ul Omnili at 
Poona he jnadc a verj- strong impression upon the politics 
of the Court of Haidaiilb.id, where he hns now a ralAl, nnd 
where he certainly hns many partisans ns well in the corps 
of Hnymond as in tho Ecrvico of Umjid iil Ihiula, a chief of 
a considemblo faction called the Pnungah party, nnd in that 
of Imtinz ul Danin, nephew to the Nizf'ira. Tipu hns nlso 
sent vaJ^'Hs to Poona, with the same object of raising 
a spirit of hostility ngninst us.' 

After discussing tho policy to bo adopted towanls the 
other States, he continues : 

‘ I have adverted in this Jotter to the increased nssidnify 
with which Tipfi lias endeavoured to raise animosities against 
us among the Native powers, and to his intercourse with 
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Zpinan .Sini!i, T wisli.fo Itnow from yon wlietlicr wo ouglit 
to Fufier williont nnimndvcrFion nml spirited rcprcscntntion 
sucli open nets of hostility on the part of Tipu ? Jly ideas on 
this subject are tlmt, ns on the one hand we ought never to 
use any liigli language townnls Tij)!!, nor over attempt to 
deny him the smallest point of his machinations against ns, 
we ought to let him know that his treachery does not escape 
our observation, and to make him feel tlmt he is within the 
reach of our vigilance. At prcFCnt it appears to me that he 
is pennitted to excite ill-will against us wherever he pleases, 
without the least attempt on our part to reprehend either 
him for the Fuggestion, or the court to whom he applic.s for 
listening to it.’ 

/'IModemtion, however, was impo.ssible when Tipu’s 
rclntioiis with the French beenme known. ^He b/id 
for some time (as it was afterwards discovered by the 
papers found at Scringapatam) boon corresponding 
■with the French governor of ifauritius, giving him 
information of the state of India and pressing for an 
immediate invasion. It was not till the correspondence 
had continued for some time, and Tipii had sent envoys 
to negotiate b}" word of mouth, that the Governor of 
Mauritius definitely accepted the offers of the ruler 
of Mysore. 

On June 8 Jlomington read in a Calcutta newspaper 
the proclamation issued by Governor Malartio in 
January. The proclamation stated the requests of 
Tipii for assistance and his promises of service against 
the English. Ho had declared that all his prepara- 
tions were already completed, and that the French 
troops, whom ho would maintain entirely at his own 
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expense, wonW find cver3-lhing road}' foj' iinuiodiatc 
■vvnr; tlmt, hi fact, ho only walled for French succour 
io open hostilities against the ICnglish, and that it 
was liis ardent dcsiz’o to expel them from India.- On 
the ground of these statoincnt.s the proclainalion re- 
coinincndcd a general levy for the service, and n.ssured 
all citizens who should enlist that Tipii would give 
them a good rate of pay and allowances, to he fi-xed 
hy his envoys hoforc the departure of the expedition. 

Aforuington at once began to nmki; preparations for 
war. He wrote immediately to General Harris at 
Hadras, warning him to make prepnratloiis^ Advice 
poured in upon him from the timid ofiicials at 
Madras. Jlost characteristic was tho memorandum of 
Mr. Josiah Wcbhc, the honest and able Sccretaiy' io 
that Presidency. He dwelt upon tho ‘ principle of 
British policy,' to preserve Ti])u ns a power and to 
balance him against the ManUhfis and tho Nizfim, 
upon tho military weakness, tho lack of resources, the 
bankruptcy of the iladras presidency, the strength of 
Tipd’s defences, and tho utter weakness of our allies. 
‘I can anticipate none but tho most baneful conse- 

Z ences from a war with Tipti.’ 

So said they all. Even General Harris dwelt strongly 
the difficulties in tho w’ay. Nor was Momington 
himself blind to tho want of allies. No aid, he said, 
could be expected from tho NizAm, weakened by his 
long wars with the Mardthfis, or from Poona, where 
dissensions and Sindhia alike prevented any active 
interference, and where the one constant principle 
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was hatred of Haidar^b^id. yHappily, support was not 
lacking from home. The Secret Committee wrote, as 
soon as they heai-d of the proclamation, to direct 
that, if Tipti’s designs should prove to be such as 
that document represented, his attack should not be 
awaited, but war should at once be earned into the 
enemy’s country. Momington received this letter 
on October 18, and he heard at the same time of 


Bonaparte’s Egyptian expedition. It was clear that 
no time was to be lost. He issued orders to the 


Madras authorities to prepare for war, and pressed on . 
the disarmament of the French troops at Haidardb^d. ; 
His letters show a thorough grasp of the objects to 
be sought and of the means to be used : he appears to 
have mastered detail and principle alike. The long 
minute of August_iVJf98r written for the Council 
and occupying fifty pages of the despatches, is a work 
of consummate genius, and by itself would establish 
its author’s claim to be a statesman of the highest 
rank. His objects were thus summarised : 


‘First, to seize the whole maritime territory remaining 
in his possession below the Qhdts on the coast of JMalabar, in 
order to preclude him from all future comriranications by 
sea with his J^nch allies. j Secondly, by marching the army 
from the coast of Coromandel directly upon his capital, to 
compel him to purchase peace by a formal cession of the 
territory seized qn^^e coast of Malabar-i Thirdly, to compel 
him to defray our whole expense in the war, and thus to 
secure the double advantage of indemnifying us_for.'the 
expense occasioned by his aggression, and of reducing his 
resources with a view to our future security. Fourthly, to 
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compel Iiim to admit permanent Residents at his Couit from 
us and from our allies, a measure which would enable us at 
all times to check his operations, and to counteract the intri- 
cacies of his treachery. Fifthly, that the expulsion of all 
the natives of France now in his service, and the perpetual 
exclusion of all Frenchmen, both from his army and domi- 
nions, should be made conditions of any treaty of peace 
with him.’ 

His opinions clear, his measures decided, he ad- 
vanced rapidly towards his end. On November 4 he 
conveyed to Tipd intelligence of the British success 
in Egypt ; on the 8th, still hoping to prevent a rupture, 
he urged him in a dignified letter to abandon the 
French alliance. On Christmas Day, 1798, he received 
a shuffling reply, attributing to the French the spread- 
ing of false reports, and ending in the true Oriental 
diplomatic vein ; 

‘ Your lordship is a great Sirdar, a firm friend and the 
rectifier of all things, and you possess an enlightened judge- 
ment. I have the strongest hope that the minds of the wise^ 
and intelh’gent will not be sullied by doubts and jealousies, 
but will consider me from my heart desirous of harmony 
and friendship. Continue to allow me the pleasure of your 
correspondence, making me happy by accounts of your health. 
What more shall be written I ’ 

Momington advanced towards his end with sure 
and certain tread. On the very day he received this 
insolent letter he sailed for Madras. He arrived on 
December 31, and on January 2, 1799, assumed the 
direction of affairs at the scene of action. On the 
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9U1 he -uTote a dear and determined letter to Tipd, 
cxplfiinihg that he knew of his negotiations with the 
- French, and calling upon him definitely to receive an 
English envoy and make terms with the Company 
and its allies. 3 S^o satisfactory reply was sent: no 
news had an ived of the ultimate fortune of the French 
in Egj-pk The danger was pressing. A letter from 
the Sultiin of Turkey himself, the head of the 
iluhammadan interc.st, desiring him to ally with the 
British, left Tipii still unwilling to surrender his 
hopes from the French alliance. He onl}' replied to 
^fomington that ho was going a-hunting. His cup 
was full, itomington delayed no longer. 

' Tliere can he no question that the judgement of the 
Company’s officials as to the growth of the power of 
Tipii and the decay of the other states was just: still 
less can the reality of the French intrigues he doubted. 
Two further points, however, on which Llr. Mill laj's 
great stress, must be considered. ^N’^as Wellesloj’’ pre- 
cipitate in the dcclamtion of war ? The long period 
during which plans were laid and preparations 
matured, long indeed in comparison with that which 
precedes the wars of our own day, appears to refute 
this charge. It must be remembered also that delay 
was in everj' way favourable to Tipii. It made his 
chances of French help stronger and gave him time 
to strengthen his defences. If it Avas necessary to 
strike at^aU, certainly it was wise to strike soon. 

But there is a more serious chai-ge. Tipii, it is 
declared, was a man of religion and moderation : — 
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'As ti domestic nilor lie sustains nn advantageous com- 
jmrison ivitli Mio gi'cntcsl prince of tlie East. ... Ho lind tiie 
disccminent to perceive, wlmt is gcnerolly hid from the eyes 
of rulors in a more enlightened slate of society, that it is the 
prosperity of those ndio Inhoiir u’ltli tlioir linnds nliich con- 
stitutes the principle and cause of the prosjicrity of States ; 
he therefore nnule it his hnsiness to protect them against the 
intermedinto orders of the community, hy whom it is difficult 
to in-ovcnt them from being oppres.scd. Ilis country was 
accordingly, at Ic.nst during the first and better part of his 
reign, the best cultivntc<l, and its jiopulation the most 
flourishing in India ; while under the English and their 
dependents, the population of the Knrndtik and Oudli, hasten- 
ing towards the state of deserts, was the most uTctched 
upon the face of the earth 

A comparison -with States in which the Company 
had at that moment no authority or power of rofonii 
is, to aay the least, disingenuous ; and it need only be 
replied that the testimony of residents and travellers 
far from bears out the Utopian description of Mr. Mill. 
The increased prosperity of the country under British 
rule is vouched for by indisputable authority. And 
it would be difficult to say what foundation in fact is 
possessed by Mr. Mill’s application to the Sultdn of 
Mysore of his own excellent sentiments concerning 
the position of the agricultural labourer. The taxa- 
tion under Tipd was oppressive, and the sons of the 
SOU paid heavily for tilling it. 

So much of preliminaries and justification. On 
February 22, J799, Momington issued at Madras 

’ Mill, History q /" British India, ed. Wilson, vol. vi. pp. 105, 6. 
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a declaration of the ocensionB of the war, and on the 
same day sent to General Harris his instmetions for 
the political conduct of the ca.n\pnign. These chiefly 
concerned the appointment of a Commission, of which 
Arthur Wellesley' was to he the head, to negotiate 
with any tributaries or subjects of Tipii who might 
desii-c to ally with the British, and to use measures 
of conciliation towards the inhabitants of the invaded 
territorj’, and of protection to any Bur\*iving member 
of the old ruling family of Mysore dispossessed by the 
adventurer Haidar. 

In a private letter to General Harris, Mornington 
expressed himself happy in the advantageous circum- 
stances under which the war was to bo begun. The 
anny of the Kanultik, which Hams was to" command, 
was unquestionabl}' * the best appointed, the most 
completely equipped, the most amply and liberally 
supplied, the most perfect in point of discipline, and 
the most fortunate in the acknowledged experience 
and abilities of its officers in every department, which 
ever took the field in India.' The army on the 
Malabar coast was equally efficient. Both were strong 
in ca^-alry: and Wellesley now expected, somewhat 
too sanguinoly, some results from the zeal displayed 
by the HizSm, and the aid of a not inconsiderable 
detachment of the famed Mardthd horse. Harris was 
to go unshackled by the civil control which had 
spoiled so many a British expedition in the past. 
The object of the war was ‘ single, distinct, and. 
definite,’ and the,means of attaining it had long been 
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studied by those to whom it was entrusted to carry 
them out. The whole of the British staff was well, 
acquainted with the geography, the resources and 
the defences of Mysore. 

‘ On the other hand, Tipfi’s army is known to have suffered 
considerably both in numbers and discipline since the last 
war. His finances are in great disorder j he no longer pos- 
sesses the confidence of his army, his counsels are distracted 
by a variety of contending factions, and his spiiits ai'e 
dejected and broken by the disappointment of his hopes of 
Fronch assistance, by the retreat of Zeman Sb6h, by the 
failure of his intrigues at the Couits of Poona and Haidar- 
AbAd, and by the unexampled vigour, alacrity, and extent of 
our military operations.’ 

A glowing picture — ^the colours blight to encourage 
the cautious soldier. Momington knew how to sound 
a trumpet call to action as well as how to pen a diplo- 
matic protocol or a statesman’s estimate of political 
probabilities. Once more he addressed the Court of 
Directors in a dignified vindication of the war. 
Already he had ordered the army to advance. 

On the day that the formal act of opening the war 
took place, the Govemor-Geneml wrote a letter to 
Colonel Ealmer, the Resident at Poona, which ex- 

presses with brevTfy and clearness the aims which he 
held at the moment. 

‘ Entertaining no views of aggrandisement, my objects in 
the war will be limited to the attainment of a just indemnity 
for the great expense to which the aggression of Tipli Sultdn 
has subjected the allies, and of a reasonable security against 
the future wolence and treachery’ of that prince. But no 
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nogotiatioiiH with n view to cither ohject can be euteiiained 
without (lunger to the common cauac until the Sultan shall 
have been compelled to entertain tenons apprehension for 
the security of Seringnpatam. And it is accordingly my 
resolution to listen to no overtures from him until wo shall 
have attained such a position ns shall sufficiently secure us 
against the efforts of Ins insincerity. In this detenninntion 
r have no doubt of being cordially supported by the Peshw.-i 
and by Nilna Farnavis 

On Febnmr}' 3, General Harris took the com- 
mand; on ^larch 5, his troops entered the territory' 
of Jfysore. A Bombay contingent under General 
Sto^Yart advanced to form a junction -with the 
Madras army. Tire march was no military pro- 
menade, nor was it accomplished w'ith the order 
which befits a well organized force. The difficulty of 
keeping open communications was considerable, that 
of transport was greater, that of obtaining supplies 
greater still. Stewart advanced by the Poodicherran 
Ghdt and stationed his army between Sidasire and 
Sidaporc, where ho was attacked by Tipii, whom he 
repelled with considerable slaughter. The united 
forces of Lladras and Bombay then advanced by 
Ivfinkfinhalli ; while Tipii, who had I’etired to Seringa- 
patam after his defeat, again came forward, but with 
hesitating and uncertain plan. Finally ho gave battle 
at Malvilli. The fight was sharp, and not without 
^•igour on the part of the Mysorean army; but it 
ended in another victory for the British troops, 

' Fob. 3, 1799. Sdecllons from Letters, (tc. at Bombay, by 
G. W. Forrest, Munitbi'i Series, vol. i. 
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niul Tipu retiree] ngnin to liis cnpitnl. Tiiis wn3 
on Marcli 27 : on April 5, Goncrnl HfirriB completed 
the investment and began the Biege. Tlic opera- 
tions wore hnrricd as much as possible, for the 
Bcaaon -was late and want of supplies -was already 
being felt. Nor were the forts behind the invaders 
secured. It liad been a bold rush and every thing was 
staked on the rapidity of the movements. 

On the evening of April 3, the breach made by the 
aiiillciy in the walls was considered practicable, and 
on the 4th the xissault took place under the com- 
mand of Major-General Baird. ‘In less than seven 
minutes from the period of issuing from the trenches 
the British colours were planted on the summit of the 
broach.’ Within the ramparts there was fierce resist- 
ance. Tipu himself was in the thick of the fight and 
fell, covered with wounds, as the British entered the 
inner fortification The triumph was complete. 

Baird, who commanded the attack, had himself 
undergone cruel imprisonment at Tipfi's hands, and 
was not remarkable for lenity: but his treatment 
of the SultAn’s children was generous and noble. 
When ho saw the piinces trembling and distressed he 
was, says an eye-witness ‘ sensibly affected . . . and 
his gallantry on the assault was not more conspicuous 

' An interesting account of Tipii’s conduct during the siege 
and on his lost day is to be found in the Persian Life by Mir 
Hussein All Khiin, translated by Col. Miles, London, 1844. TJie 
Sultiin is regarded as a hero and martyr. 

* Major Allan, in Boatson’s Vieut qf the War tcith Tipu Suitdn, 
Appendix xlii. 
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Ilian the moderation and humanity which on this 
occasion he displayed. He received the princes with 
every mark of regard, repeatedly assured them that 
no violence or insult should be offered to them, and 
he gave them in charge to two officers to conduct 
them to head-quarters in camp.’ 

With Tipii’ B death the war was practically at an 
end: the fortresses of Mysore speedily suri’endered, 
the people apparently welcomed the change of masters : 
only a predatory adventurer, named Dhundia Wdgh, 
kept up a guerilla warfare for some time till he was 
defeated and slain hy Arthur Wellesley. 

In the settlement of Mysore the objects of the 
Governor-General were twofold. It was essential to 
obtain reasonable indemnification for the cost of the 
war and to secure Madi-as against the recuixence of 
a danger so great as had been associated with the 
growth of the Muhammadan State in the south. The 
task of redistribution of territory and power was 
a difficult one. The Niztlm and the MaaAthds must 
he rewarded for their support. The former had given 
aid of some value and he looked for the lion’s share 
of the spoil But to have given him an equal pro- 
portion of the conquered territory to that reserved 
for the Company would have aggrandised his power 
beyond the limits of discretion, and, moreover, have 
been a cause of great jealousy to the Maxithfis. On 
the other hand, the Mardthfis had not aided in the 
war ; their attitude had been one of subservient inac- 
tivity ; but, like jackals, they looked for a share in 
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the game. Moimington ohserved with justice that all 
they might receive would be ‘gratuitous on the part 
of the Company and the Nizim^.’ To have given 
them a share equal to that of the Nizfim or the British 
would have been both impolitic and unjust. 

Such divisions of the land as would have entirely 
satisfied either the Nizdm or the Marfithfis would 
have kept the British frontier still insecmn. But 
Mornington saw that it would be equally impru- 
dent to increase the Company’s territories out of 
proportion to the gains of the native states. Accord- 
ingly, as he stated in his despatch to the Directors 
of August 3, 1799, regulated the division on 
the following principles — ‘ An attentive consideration 
of every comparative view of these important ques- 
tions terminated in my decision that the establish- 
ment of a central and separate government in Mysore, 
under the protection of the Company, and the admis- 
sion of the Mardthas to a certain participation in the 
division of the conquered territory, were the expe- 
dients best calculated to reconcile the interests, of 
all parties, to secure the Company a less invidious 
and more efficient share of revenue, resource, com- 
mercial advantage and military strength than could 
be obtained under any other distribution of territory 
or power, and to afford the most favourable prospect of 
general and permanent tranquHlity in India*.’ The 

' Letter to Col. Palmer. Porrcst’B Selections from Bombay Letters 
d-e^ Mardthit Series, rol. i. p. 630. 

’ Dospalclies, vol. ii. p. 75. 
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folIoT^^g accordiugly waa the actual division of 
territory. 

1. Tho English took the province of K^nara, the 
districts of Koimbatur, Daraphram and Mujnad, -with 
all the land below the Ghdts, between Malabar and 
the Karmitik, securing an uninterrupted tract of 
territory' from the coast of Coromandel to that of 
^lalabar, together with tho entire sea-coast of the 
kingdom of Mysore. Besides this, the fortress of 
Seringapatam and the forts commanding the heads 
of the passes above the Ghfits were placed in British 
hands. 

2. The Nizdm obtained the districts of Gooty and 
Guiramkonda, and land down to Chitaldrug and other 
border fortresses of ^lysore. 

3. To the Marfithfis was assigned territory in value 
rather more than half that of the other powers : but on 
condition that tho Peshwd should enter into definite 
ajTreemcnt aprainst tho French and undertake never to 
employ Europeans without the Company’s consent, 
and should guarantee the inviolability of the new 
State to be erected in Mysore. The Peshwfi., with 
extraordinaiy blindness, refused the oflfer, and the 
territory which he declined was divided between the 
English and the Nizfim. 

4. The rest of Tipu’s dominions, now surrounded 
east and west by the Company’s territories and de- 
fended on the north by a strong line of fortresses, 
was given to the descendant of the old Hindd K^jds 
whom Haidar All had dispossessed. The establishr 
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meiit of the Hindu wnn a politic conccanion to 
the feelings of the j)Oj)ulation hy whom the Muham- 
madan rule had been hated as well as feared. But 
the subsidiary treaty of Scringapatam, signed on June 
22, 1799, plticcd the government of the new Kdja 
entirely under British control, and gratitude as well 
as obligation attached him to the power which had 
raised him from obscurity. 

The settlement was left in the hands of a Commission 
on which sat Jlomington’s brothers, Arthur, who had 
won considerable distinction in the war, and Henry, 
On the dissolution of the Commission, Colonel Close 
became British resident with the new Bitj/i, and Arthur 
Wellesley was placed in command of the troops left 
in tho count^3^ 

Well might Mornington look %nth pride upon the 
results of his prompt and daring action. A year before 
he landed in India it would not have been thought 
possible for the Company to overthrow the power of 
Tipu, Through his determination the task had been 
accomplished with ease in two months. In his 
despatch to the Directors he stated the advantages 
obtained, in language through the sobrietj* of which 
appears a proud and dignified elation. An immediate 
addition of per annum to their territorial 

revenue, which, with the increased payment from the 
NizSm and the profits to be expected from better 
cultivation of the soil, would soon, he estimated, 
amount to over ,000,000 additional revenue: tlie 
Kamfitik placed in a complete position for defence : 
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tlio great incrcaBO of English commorco by the re- 
moval of the restrictions of Tipu ; the improvement of 
the Company’s army through increased supply-grounds 
and new fields for recruiting — ^these were some of the 
advantages which Momington anticipated from his 
great conquest. But these were not all. ‘Highly,’ 
he continues, ‘as I estimate these immediate and direct 
advantages of revenue and of commercial and military 
resources, I consider the recent settlement of Mysore 
to ho equally important to your interests in its ten- 
dency to increase your political consideration and 
influence among the native powers of India, together 
with your means of maintaining internal tranquillity 
and order among your subjects and dependants, and 
of defending your possessions against any enemy either 
Asiatic or European.’ And lastly, as the Governor- 
General foresaw, it was the final and complete 
overthrow of the French influence in India. 

On the settlement of Mysore and its actual results 
a word may he necessary.^' The position of the Com- 
pany was stronger in Mysore than in the other states 
which were about this period subjected to British 
control.y‘ Owing to the inconveniences and embarrass- 
ments arising,’ says Momington himself, ‘from the 
system of double government and conflicting autho- 
rities in Oudh, the KamfLtik, and Tanjore, I resolved 
to reserve to the Company the most extensive and 
'indisputable powers.’ The Kdjfi, as he was the creature, 
was the subject, of the British. The sovereignty was 
practically in the hands of the conquerors of Mysore. 

D 
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The future justified to the fullest extent the wisdom 
of Momington’s action. 

Arthur Wellesley wrote in i8o i, ‘ The E^jd’s govern- 
ment is in the most prosperous state : the country is 
becoming a garden, where it is inhabited, and the 
inhabitants are returning fast to those parts which 
the last savage had forced them to quit .... Mysore 
is become a large and handsome native town, full of 
inhabitants ; the whole country is settled and in 
perfect tranquillity. I believe the Efij&’s treasmy 
is rich, as he pays bis kists with regularity; but 
Poomeah (the chief minister of Tipfi, continued by 
the English as Dewan), who has an eye to the future 
prosperity and revenue of the country, has repaired 
numberless tanks .... has rebuilt many towns and 
forts ; and, I understand, encourages the inhabitants 
of the country in aU parts by advances of money and 
remissions whenever they require them. Thus theii* 
establishment has succeeded in a manner equal to our 
most sanguine expectations, and there is eveiy pros- 
pect that its prosperity will be permanent And in 
1804, in an official letter to the Governor-General, he 
gave a more detailed description of the condition of 
the new State in terms as congratulatory^. And again, 
two years later, he could write ® : — 

‘ The state in which this government is to be found at this 
moment, the cordial and intimate union which exists hetween_ 

’ Owen, Stiections from {he W^inglon Despatches, pp. 541-a. 

* IbidT 55X sqq. 

* Owen, Selecitonsfrom the Wellesley Despatches, p. lyniu 
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tlic Government of Mysoro nnd tlio British authorities, and the 
important sti-cngtii nnd real assistance -which it has afforded 
to the British Government in all its recent difficulties, afford- 
tljo strongest proof of flic wisdom of the foundation on wliich 
those relations were laid > 

When the ne-ws of the fall of Seringapatam was 
made public the enthusiaBm of the British settlements 
in India knew no bounds. Addresses of congratula- 
tion poured in upon the Governor-General, and, if he 
had allowed it, it would have ‘rained’ gifts. At a 
thronged meeting of the inhabitants of Madras, who 
had lived in fear of the great Muhammadan adven- 
turer for twenty 3'ears, an address, grandiloquent in 
jubilation, was carried by enthusiastic acclamation: — 

‘ A prudence less penetrating, or a -vigour less active, 
might have been appalled,' says the eloquence of the enthu- 
siastic merchants, ‘at Uie difficulties of supporting a war 
against the kingdom of Mysore; but it was the peculiar 
energj' of your lordship’s mind, to anticipate the gro^vth nnd 
maturity of those difficulties, to estimate the true extent of 
our own power, to seize the critical- period of action, and 
to create resources, by inspiring a confidence and energy 
correspondent to the extent and importance of your lord- 
ship’s measures. The result of those measures we now view 
-with triumph nnd exultation, in the complete subversion of 
the power of Tipu Sultdn, of whose enmity the determined 
inveteracy rendered peace undesirable ; and whose infatuated 
attachment to the implacable enemy of England rendered 
war unavoidable. The rapidity with which this great event 

* Memorandum on state of India, in Owen’s SelecUons from Vie 
Wettesley Despatches, p. Ixxiii. 
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Las, under Providence, Ly your lordsliip's wisdom and tie 
gallantry of the array, Leon achieved, has left on our minds 
•an impression of admiration, at a conquest unequalled in its 
importance in the annals of British India. The hrilliancy 
of this conquest has spread a blaze of 'glory over the meridian 
of your lordship’s government; and from the extensive 
influence of its effects, we have a just confidence that your 
lordship’s career in Lidia will close by diffusing throughout 
Hindustiln the calm of genuine peace and undisturbed 
tranquillity’.’ 

No less eloquent was the homage of Bombay : — 

‘ In the result of this conquest, as unprecedented in the 
rapidity of its completion, as it is unequalled in its import- 
ance, we behold the entire extinction of a cruel and relentless 
foe, a valuable acquisition of territory and power, the strength 
of our alliances in India increased, a destructive confederacy 
dissolved and defeated; which, whilst it affords us the fairest 
prospect of a permanent iutemol tranquillity and security, 
relieves us also from the apprehension of external violence 
and invasion, by giving us a well-grounded confidence, that 
it must effectually frustrate the machinations and intrigues 
of the Directory of France, the inveterate and implacable foe 
of England, and the common enemy of established order, 
liberty, and government, in every part of the world*.' 

Calcutta, no lees exultant, declared in more measured 
strain that ‘ to your lordship’s vigilance, energy, and 
■wisdom Great Britain is indebted for all these great 
events.’ 

The Houses of Lords and Commons unanimously 
passed votes of thanks in the same terms, d-weUing 
upon the -wisdom, decision, and energy of the Govomor- 

* WeOtsley Despalclics^ voL i. pp. dai-a. ’ Ibid., pp. 6a^~6. 
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Gciioral ; nnd ilic En.sl India Conipnny, in tamer 
Inngnngo, rcco^iisod the achievements of its servants. 

Dearer still, it cannot he douhfed, to the heart of 
Mominglon, ^Yaa the unstinted and remarknhle homage 
of the Army. It is not often that to a civilian is 
attributed (he entire credit of a great military succc.^s, 
or that soldiers arc vnlling to share their honours with 
a man of peace. But Momington inspired something 
of the feeling that was nrotjscd hj’ the commanding 
genius of Pitt. Tlio Arnn* presented him with the 
star and badge of the order of St. Patrick, made from 
the jewels of Tipii. General Harris, in sending the 
gift, wrote: — 

‘ In perfonning this pleasing duty I am proud to feel and 
to aclinnwlcdgo that the splendid bucccbs of the late campaign 
jinifit, under divine Providence, he in jiotico referred to the 
inftmetive wipiloin and clianicterifitic energy of your Lord- 
ship's councils. Those councils have formed a memorable 
era in the hislorc’ of India. From (heir effeets the Company 
has gained a new source of increasing prosperity, and in 
their ojiemtion (he wide-sj)rcad interests of tlio British 
Emjnre in the Fast, being consolidated and raised on a firm 
and durable basis, have attained an eminence of elevation 
and security hitherto unhnown. The glory of having been 
made by your lordship instnimcntal to the acquirement of 
some of these inestimable advantages, excites in my mind 
feelings of satisfaction and gratitude which no language can 
adequately convey.' 

The reception of tho magnificent gift was character- 
istic. The Governor-General declined to receive the 
present, ns precluded by the letter of tho law; and when 
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Ifttor Dundas in-oto to tell liim that an ofler df 
.3{?]00,ooo from tho prize-money would bo made him 
l)y tho Company, ho again doclincd tho gift, refusing 
with magnanimous spirit to deprive the soldiers of 
any share in tho profits of tho great triumph. ‘1 should 
bo miserablo,’ he said, ‘if I could ever feel that I had 
boon enriched at tho expense of those who must ever 
bo tho objects of my afibetion, admiration, and grati- 
tude, and who arc justly entitled to the cxclusivo 
enjoyment of all that a munificent king and an admi- 
ring country can bestow.’ Tho Directors expressed 
their approval of his action, hut conferred on him an 
annuity of .i^’^.ooo for twenty years, and desired him 
to accept tho jewels ofiTored by the Army. 

A reward which he prized far more highly was tho 
almost unique honour conferred by tho Crown in i8oi, 
when ho was made Captain-General and Commandor- 
in-Chief of all tho forces in the East Indies. This was 
a distinction which appealed to his strongest passion. 
He assumed all the ensigns of military" authority. Ho 
loved to live at Barrackpur, surrounded by his soldiers, 
and planning, when occasion arose, those masterly 
movements which not a soldier in India could have 
designed with such foresight or such skill. Tho pomp 
and circumstance in which he delighted were now his 
to the full ; the bodyguard on which he had set so much 
store was now his by a double title ; and he was, and 
remained to the end of his rule, the idol of the brave 
troops whom it was his highest honour to command. 

•These were the rewards which he valued. But the 
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recognition of bis services wbicb ho most desired was 
denied him. A dukedom, or at least an English peer- 
age of high i-ank, was, ho conceived, no more than his 
due. Pitt wrote to him that ho was to bo raised to an 
Irish marquisatc, and said all the kind things that 
a friend ■would say. But Mornington, ‘not having 
yet received,’ ns ho said, *my douhle-gilt potato,’ sent 
a letter of bitter complaint in reply. 

Much has been •wTitton about his egregious vanity 
and absurd self-appreciation — much that is beside the. 
point. Whether the title ho n'ow obtained was not high, 
enough for ono whoso period of service had been so 
short may bo a lit question. Quito other was the 
aspect in which tho matter must have appeared to the 
Govomor-Gonoral himself. Ono step in the Irish 
peerage, from Earl of Mornington to Marquess of 
Wellesley, seemed hut a very small reward. Among 
Pitt’s lavish creation of peei'nges the services recognised 
had been mechanical and mediocre in comparison with 
such achievements as his. Successful merchants, sound 
voters, comfortable men of property’’, had been poured 
into the House of Lords. Wellesley had prevented the 
extension of tho European war to an Asiatic battle- 
ground ; bo bad destroyed tbe most dangerous power in 
India; ho might feel that ho had created an empire; and 
he received ono stop in the Irish peerage. His father had 
been raised from a Barony to an Eaildom for services 
wbicb it would have puzzled a berald to discover. 
Tho great Pro-Consul felt the irony, and could not 
conceal that ho felt it. 



CHAPTER IV 

The KaenItik, Tanjobe, Oddh 

Chief among the tributary states of the British power 
in. India stood the Kam^tik. Here, from the infancy 
of the English settlements, there had been trouble and 
confusion, and as time went on the confusion became 
worse confounded. PreTious volumes in this series 
have explained in detail the relations between the' 
Company and the Nawfib. They may here be best 
summed up in the words of Sir Arthur WeUesley’s 
Memorandum on the condition of India dtiring his 
brother’s rule, written in 1806^ : — 

‘ The general purport of them at all times had been pro- 
tection of the Kamdtik by the Company, on the condition of 
the regular monthly payment of a stipulated subsidy by the 
NawAb; that the NawAb should have no political com- 
munication with any foreign power excepting through the 
intervention or with the consent of the Company; that the 
Company should not interfere in the internal concerns of the 
NawAb’s government ; and that the last treaty of 1792 pro- 
vided particularly that in case of failure in the payment of 
the stipulated subsidy certain countries should be ceded to 
the Company.' 

This understanding had been violated in almost 

* It is printed in Mr. Sidney Owen’s admirable Seledionsfrom iht 
WcUtdey Dtspatcha. The passage here quoted is on p. Ixixvi. 
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every particular. It was indeed impossible to maintain ^ 
BO anomalous an arrangement. Tbe Company were not 
to interfere in the internal government of the Nawdh, 
hut the state of the Kamitik was so rotten that inter- 
ference was continually necessary. The subsidy was 
a burden which could only have been home by 
economy and care in the management of the finances ; 
hut there was no economy and no management worthy 
the name. The Nawibs, pitiable in their abasement, 
were never out of the hands of the money-lenders. 
They borrowed from gentlemen in the Company’s 
service, contrary to the express order of the Company, 
and that at the extortionate rate of three per cent, 'per 
mensem. In security for the payment of the interest 
the wretched Nawdhs had been obliged to assign large 
tracts of land to their creditors, whom they appointed 
as collectors of revenue from the districts. 

‘Here then,’ says Wellington, ‘was established a 
system which tended not only to the oppression of the 
inhabitants of the country, to the impoverishment of 
the Nawdb and to the destruction of the revenues of the 
Kamdtik, but it was carried into execution by the 
Company’s civil and military servants, and by British 
subjects.’ The evil was indeed even worse than is 
here represented ; for a number of English gentlemen 
became interested, as the Nawfi.b’s creditors, in the 
maintenance of this disgraceful condition of affairs. It 
had been ordered by the treaty of 179a that no further 
assignment should be made on the districts which 
were pledged to the Company as security for the 
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paymfent of the subsidy ; but tbe Naw^b having less, 
interest in the prosperity of these districts, since they 
were already pledged, than in any other part of bis 
dominions, did not hesitate to assign them again, nor 
did the creditois demur, since they were among the 
richest of his lands. ; 

Neither Com-wallis- nor Shore had been able to 
remedy the evils, and the situation at the beginning 
of Lord Momington’s governorship was rendered 
more acute by the war with Tipu. On April 34, 
1799, Momington wrote to the Nawfib, pointing out 
that, war having been declared with Mysore, it became 
necessary, under the treaty of 1793, for the Company 
to assume the administration and collect the revenues 
of the Kamdtik. He drew attention also to the 
breaches of the past treaties, and suggested beads for 
a new treaty by which certain districts should be 
placed under the exclusive control of the Company \ 
To this the Nawdb replied after some delay, on May 13, 
when he had heai'd of the capture of Seringapatam, 
in a manner designed to avoid any settlement of 
the difficulties. Happily, the capture of Seringa- 
patam enabled Wellesley to put an end to the 
Nawdb’s shuffiing. Among the papeis of Tipii were 
discovered letters from the Nawdbs Muhammad All 
and Omdal ul Omrah to Haidar Ali and Tipu Sult&n, 

* India Office MSS. Miscellanoons Records, rol. ibc, contains 
numerous letters (1799-1800) of the Nawab to the Governor- 
Genera], to Dundas, and to Lord Clive, as to his debts and position, 
with protests on various points, particularly on vexatious acts of 
I/)Td Hobart’s government. 
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■which incontestably prcred their treachery towards 
the British. 

I say incontestably. But James Mill argues that 
no credit can be attached to the statements of the 
Na'wiib’s envoys to Tip6 (who were examined), and 
that after all they stated nothing of impoi'tanco ; that 
the letters themselves prove nothing ; and that the 
wolf will always find a justification for his slaughter 
of the lamb. 

The Nawdbs had more affinity to a black sheep than 
a guileless lamb, it may be replied. But the facts 
which Mill himself admits show the improbabibty of 
any foul play. A commission was appointed to 
examine the evidence, and the names of Mr. Webbe 
and Colonel Close were guarantees of integrity. 

‘ Every precaution was taken,’ says MiU, ‘ such as 
that of preventing communications between the 
■witnesses, to get from them either the e-vddence pure 
or the means of detecting its impurity.’ The foremost 
men in India, the Governor-General and Council, the 
Governor and Council of Madras, the Commissioners, 
and alsoMr.Neil Edmon8tone,the Persian interpreter — 
a most eminent civilian — did not doubt that the papers 
established treacherous relations between the Nawdb 
and Tipu. ‘It is very remarkable,’ says Mr. Mill. 
Remarkable indeed if their judgement was incorrect; 
and more remarkable still since it was confirmed by 
Dundas and the Secret Committee at home. Morning- 
ton’s own despatch (of May a8, 1801) shows no 
tendency to exaggerate the ■w:eight of evidence, and it 
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does not appear that the charge -was ever seriously- 
denied. 

There was no precipitation in the enquiry. More 
than eighteen months elapsed between the discovery 
of the papers and the decision of the Governor-General. 
Wellesley could afford to wait for a final settlement; 
Before the time for this arrived, difficulties were 
smoothed by the death of Omdal ul Qmrah o n July 
i8oi. On May 28 Wellesley had written to Lord 
Clive Governor of Madras, stating concisely the 
facts as to the treachery of the Naw^bs and its inves- 
tigation, and requesting him to inform Omdal ul Omrah 
that it would be necessary for the Company to assume 
the entire civil and mi l i tary government of the 
Knmdtik. He enclosed a terse mandate to the Naw^b 
to the same effect. Thi-ee days later, and again on 
June 4, Wellesley sent directions for the course to be 
pursued in the event of the death of the Nawfib, who 
was dangerously ill. The dispute as to the succession 
between All Husain, the reputed son of the late 
Nawdb, and his nephew, Azim u’d Daulah, made the 
settlement easier. The former ha-vdng rejected the 
offer of the succession on the condition that he should 
assent to Wellesley’s terms, the latter was established 
by treaty on July 31, i-8oi. On the 27th a declara- 
tion had been published in which Wellesley justified 
urhi et orbi the practical annexation of the Kamdtik. 
The complete civil and military administration of the 
land was vested in the Company. One-fifth of the 

’ WeUedey Despatches, il, 515 sqq. 
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not revenues "wns assigned to Ibo Nn'w/Lb, and provi- 
sion was made for the gradual liquidation by tbc 
Company of bis registered debts. 

The juslico of tins arrangement, no less than the 
personal action of Lord Wellesley, is impugned by 
Mr. Jlill. His criticism depends cntirclj' on tbc 
supposition that the Mawiibs of tbc Kamiltik were 
originally and had continued to bo independent 
princes. This thej* had never been. They -were 
mercl}' officers of the Subahdar of the Deccan. Of 
him they had been rendered independent by the 
Briti!5h, -whose creatures they had therefore become. 
Wellesley, though even ho appeared to recognise in 
them an independence to -which the}’’ had no claim, 
treated them as subject-princes dislo 3 ’al to the po-wer to 
-whom thej’ owed obedience. Undoubtedly too much 
appearance of frccdomhad beenallowcdthem by various 
governors ; but this did not affect the legal position 
of the government when it came finallj' into question. 

The result of the arrangement was security rather 
than annexation. Before it the Company had been 
charged with the defence of the Kamfitik -without the 
means of rendering it defensible. The frontier for 
which they now became responsible was not increased, 
but their power over the land became substantial 
where it had been insecure. The assumption of the 
real control bj*^ the British Govemment was followed 
b}' a considerable increase in the prosperit}’’ of the 
countr^’^ as well as in the revenues which it produced’, 

’ India Ollico MSS. No. 207, vol. 175, contains an account of tho 
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Mornington on his arrival in India had to meet 
difficulties in Tanjorc and Surat, and he met them in 
a manner similar to that of his treatment of the Kar- 
ndtik. The affairs of Tanjore were, in the words of 
Dundas, ‘more simple in their nature and less com- 
plicated in their administration ’ than those of Arcot. 
The question was one of succession. Had the half- 
brother of the late Rijtl, or his adopted son, the better 
right to the masnadl The former had acted as 
regent for the latter for many years, and the legal 
right had been referred to pandits for decision. The 
enquiry hod terminated in favour of Sarboji, the son, 
but there had been great delay in giving effect to it. 
Sarboji bad been commended by the late HfijS, to the 
care of the Danish missionary Schwarz, and had 
grown up an able and cultivated man, Amir Singh; 
the uncle, had been guilty of truly Oriental mis- 
govemment 

On November 2,6, 1799, a treaty with Sarboji was 
ratified at Calcutta^, which Wellesley briefly described 
in a letter to the Secret Committee two days later as 
‘investing the entire and exclusive administration, 

nwnagement of the revenue of the SCamiltik and of Tanjore in 
■jTTi-2 compared with iSoi-a. 

‘ ‘A quarter of a century later he was portrayed by Blshofi 
Heher as one' of the most singularly gifted and accomplished 
persons he had ever known, being able to quote Lavoisier and 
Jbinnaeus fluently, to appreciate fine distinctions of character in 
Shakespeare, to write fair English verse, and withal to hold bis 
own with cavalry officers in judging the points of a horse, or 
killing a tiger at long ranga* Torrens, J/argtiess IPeUwley, p. 305. •- 

* Wetle^ey Despatches, vol. ii. App. A. 
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civil nnd jnilitory, of “Tnnjorc” in tlio Company’s 
government/ From that time the condition of tho 
count ry began to improve, and the happy result -was 
duo to the patience ns well ns the' determination of 
the Govcmor-Gcncml : — 

‘ The difiicuHics which I onconnlcrcd in obtaining a cor- 
rect and conHiFlont account of Tanjore,’ lie wrote to Dundas, 
March 5, 1800, ‘are Fcarccly to be dcFcribed or imagined. 
After a moft tedious inquiry I brought the fieveml contend- 
ing pavtie.s to a fair discuFsion (or rather to a bitter contest) 
in iny prcFcnce ; and after an argument which lasted three 
or four days I proceeded to review the whole ease in n regular 
manner, adverting to every fact and argument on both 
rides of the question. At length the contending parlies 
unanimously concurred in the expediency and justice of tho 
treaty, in the form in which it has been coneludedh’ 

In Surat qg ci^rrofl-Bomoi vbnt. similnr difficulties and 
a similar scltlcmj mt. At that port was tho greatest 
centre of maritime commerce in India, with all the 
signs of vast trading operations — great wealth, large 
population, and exceptional jurisdictions. There 
were strained relations between tho Nawdb and 
tho British community. The opportunity of the 
death of tho Nawilb and his son was taken to 
execute an agreement with the next heir, by which 
on his succession ‘the management and collection of 
the revenues of the city of Surat and of tho territories, 
places, and other dependencies thereof, tho adminis- 
tration of civil and criminal justice, and generally 
tho whole civil and military government of the said 

’ WAle^cy Despatches, vol. ii. p. 347. 



64 


THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY 


city and its dependencies’ wore ‘vested for ever 
entirely and exclusively in the honourable English 
Company h’ 

In these three cases, the Kamfitik, Tahjore, and 
Surat, the essential difficulty with which Wellesley 
had to cope was the same. This was perceived at 
homo as clearly as in India. Dundas wrote on March 
21, 1799, ‘The double government existing in the 
Kamfitik has long been felt as a serious calamity to 
that country ’ ; and it was the same defect of dual 
control which aggravated the evils of Oriental admin- 
istration in Tanjore and Surat. It was the age of 
Union, and Wellesley himself, like his friends at home, 
was — to employ a modem phrase — an ardent Unionist. 
In 1799 he had written to Lord Auckland concerning 
Ireland, ‘ I trust you will now force a Union.' His feel- 
ing in India was the same. It was no love of acquisition 
or aggression, but the keen desire of the wise admin- 
istrator for responsible and undivided government. 

In Oudh the problem was more complex and the 
solution more open to criticism. ‘ Of all Lord Welles- 
ley’s dealings,’ says a high authority”, ‘his dealings 
with the Nawdb Wazdr of Oudh are apt, at first 
sight, to seem most harsh and arbitrary.’ When fears 
of an invasion from Zem&n Shfih were at their height, 
Wellesley in 1798 stationed an army in Oudh under 
the command of Sir James Craig. The Naw^b Wazir, 

* Articles of Agreement, &c., May, 1800 ; WeUeSey Despatches, ii. 
App. B. 

’ Mr. Sidney Owen, S^ectionsfrom WeHestey Despatches, p. rvii. 
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‘ though fully con\inccd of the necessity of collecting 
the largest force upon the frontier, called for a detach- 
ment of British troops to attend and guard his persoa 
against his own turbulent and disaffected troops. Ho 
declared repeatedly that these troops were not to be 
trusted in the da}' of battle, or on any service; and 
after viewing their state of discipline and equipment, 
and obtaining a knowledge of their principles and 
attachment to the cause of the allied governments. Sir 
J. Craig regarded these troops as worse than useless, 
as dangerous, and of the nature of an enemy’s fortress 
in bis rear; and he actually left a detachment of 
British troops to watch them and the turbulent 
inhabitants of Rohilkhand, the frontier province of 
Oudh to the north-west’.’ 

The condition of this ‘ useless rabble,’ recognised as 
it was by Dundas at home as well as by the authori- 
ties in India, was not the only reason for interference. 
The strategical importance of the Doiib, especially at 
a time when invasion was feared from the Mardthfis 
and Sikhs, as well as from the Afghfins, could hardly 
be exaggerated. Oudh was the most vulnerable 
point through which the British settlements could be 
attacked, and — to take one factor in the situation only 
— Zemdn Shdh was believed to be a real danger, as he 
certainly was a constant source of alarm. His nego- 
tiations with Tiph were known, his movements were 
unmistakably threatening. A number of his emis- 

* Mr. Sidney Owen, Scledions from WeUestey Scspakfies (Sir A. 
WoUoaloy's Memorandum), p. Ixixiii. 
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earies Lad for tuvo or three ycaVs visited the pro^d^ce0 
of Oudh and Benares, spreading reports of his power^; 
and ho had Tvritten to Sir John Shore and to Welles- 
ley, declaring his intention of invading HindusMn. 
The authorities at home had no doubt of the danger. 
Dundas, viTiting to Wellesley on March i8, 1799, 
advised that disturbances should bo fomented in his 
own dominions, that ovciy encouragement should be 
given to tho Sikhs and Rajputs to harass and distress 
him, and that if possible Sindhia should bo definitely 
engaged in a defensive alliance against him. In face 
then of this threatened invasion, the position of the 
Nawdb Wazii’ was a grave danger. Not only were 
his frontiers exposed and his troops unmanageable, 
but his civil administration was hopelessly corrupt. 
Here, too, Wellesley was not without advice from home. 
Dundas saw clearly that the needs of Oudh were that 
the Nawfib Wazfr should both organize a just and 
pure administration of bis territory and maintain a 
permanent and efficient military force. ‘This,’ he 
wrote, ‘ can never be accomplished but by dispersing 
his useless rabble and forming an army to be kept up 
and disciplined under our immediate superintendence.’ 

In a private letter to Mr. Lumsden, December 23, 

1 798 Wellesley sketched his proposals. He desired 

' Wellctiey DespatcJies, ii. 55. 

’ Wtnesley Despatches, i, 386, It is interesting to observe that 
Wellesley was sketching bis future policy towards Oudh at the 
very time when he might have been thought to have been wholly 
absorbed by the war with Tipu. This letter was written two days 
before his departure for Madras. 
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to ncquiro tbo Doilb as a protection alike against 
Zemdu Shdli and tbo Mardtbds, to disband tbo ‘ armed 
rnbblo wbicb now alarms the Wazir and invites bis 
enemies,’ and to substitute an increased force of tbe 
Company’s infantry and cavalry. 

A more delicate matter was tbo question of tbe 
Nawdb’s administration. Hero it was clear that tbe 
wrctclicd man was not himself AvboUy to blame. 
Tbe case was not unlike that of tbo Kamdtik. Tbe 
delight of borrowing mono}’’ from obliging Europeans 
bad been recklessly indulged in, tbo country was 
flooded with need}"^ and unscrupulous adventurers, 
and tbo administration was corrupted by tbe vices 
alike of East and West. Europeans wore eagerly 
sought for as military’- officers, swarmed into the 
country as traders, and throve as money-lenders. 
Honest commerce bad slender sustenance whore these 
leeches bad fixed their bold. Wellesley had no 
mercy for such rascals. 

‘ With respect to the Wnzir’s civil estahlishments, and to 
his abusive sj-steras for the extortion of revenue, and for the 
violation of every principle of justice, little can he done 
before I can he enabled to visit Lucknow. I am now under 
the necessity of proceeding to Fort St. George, whence I 
trust I shall be at liberty to return to Fort William in the 
month of ilarch ; and I propose to set out for Lucknow at 
the conclusion of the month of June. I must call your 
attention to another important subject. The number of 
Europeans, particularly of British subjects, established in 
Oudh is a mischief which requires no comment. My resolu- 
tion is fixed to dislodge every European, excepting the Com- 

E 3 
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pniij^'s Bcrvnnts, from Oudli. It is my intention to nllow to 
those Enropenns now cstahlishcd in Ondh n rcnsonahle time 
for the Bctllcmcnt of their, aflairs, limiting the period to 
twelve or eighteen montlis at furthest ; you will transmit to 
mo privately a list of all the Europeans now in Oudh, as 
complete ns you enn make it, with a statement of their^ 
several occupations, and of the period which might reason- 
ably bo required by each for settling tbeir affairs. Jfy nish 
is to occasion as little private distress ns possible, but the 
public service must take its course; and it is not to be 
expected that some cases of hardship w'ill not be found in 
the extent of so great a measure.’ 

It -was a bold stop, and would create at once a 
crowd of enemies, ready to take every opportunity of 
revenge. But on all points of commercial honesty 
and administrative purity Wellesley was un- 
flinching. 

The matters requiring attention were not yet 
exhausted. The Company’s custom of requiring the 
payment of a British force in the protected country 
had run here as elsewhere its usual course. By his 
treaty with Sir John Shore, the hfaw^b Safidat All 
was bound to provide seventy-six lacs of rupees per 
annum to pay 13,000 British troops. This force, it 
was clear, was too small to be an adequate protection 
for the extensive territory of Oudh. On November 5, 
1799, the Governor-General wrote to the Wazir 
pointing out this fact, and declaring his opinion 
that it was impossible for the Company to fulfil its 
engagement to defend his dominions against all 
enemies unless .it. permanently maintained within 
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them nn ndcqimlc force. By disbanding liis rabble 
Ibo Wnr.ir would be able to paj' for the additional 
British troops, and the change would add greatly to 
bis security. This -was no doubt perfectly tnio ; but 
it clearly jdneed Oudb more conijdetcly under the 
^(.'oiupany'.s rule. The Naw.'ib struggled like a bird in 
the nct^ He bad several interviews with Colonel 
Scott , (he Resident at Lucknow. At. last he suddenly 
declared his intention to retire from the viasvad. He 
was wear}', he said, of these recurring diflicullies ; he 
bad no responsible advisers, he would be rid of the 
whole Imsiness. 

It w.as evidcjitly an astoni.shing proposition to the 
staid British colonel ; bttt the Hawjib was insistent, 
and the Itcsidont applied to Wellesley for instructions. 
The Governor- General wrote at once to the Directors, 
and directed Colonel William Kirkpatrick' to reply to 
the Resident. Is it unnatural to infer that he regarded 
the prospect with elation? It was another addition 
to those events which would make his rule an epoch 
in the history of British India. But if he felt pride 
he studiouslj' concealed it. Ho declared, as to the 
abdication, that ho neither wished nor approved it, 
but if it must bo it should be on conditions which 
alone could make it satisfactory to tho British govern- 
ment. In a long minute* (December 16, 1799) ho 
dwelt impressively on the overwhelming difficulties 

' 1 I!h milUnry Bccrctnrj- ; another of tho able family already 
notici-d. 

• WeUcitcy ZteTiafc/if,*, ii. 159-167. 
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under Trldeli the Naw4b’s successor ■would labour. 
H i fl burdens would be greater, his fitness to meet 
them indubitably less. Eveiy aspect of the situation 
pointed to the solution which Wellesley believed, in 
every similar case, to be the best. Where the 
responsibility was, there must be the control. A dual 
government was hopeless ; the new Nawfib then must 
reign, but not govern. Did not the Nawfib himself 
recognise the necessity of this course ? 

‘ The same wisdom and penetration which have opened to 
his Excellencj's view the real nature of the embarrassments 
in which he is involved, and convinced him of his inability 
to extricate himself by his own exertions, will equally 
satisfy him that evils of such magnitude and inveteracy 
cannot he remedied otherwise tlian by the gradual and_ 
regular operation of a system of administration founded on 
principles of substantial justice and of true pohoy, and 
enforced by all the power and energy of the British Gfovera- 
ment. It must be obvious to his Excellency that the imme- 
diate accession of his eldest or of any of his sons to the 
masnad would be altogether incompatible with the establish- 
ment of such a system. What rational hope could be enter- 
tained that any of these 3'oung princes would be competent 
to the coirection of those evils which bis Excellency himself, 
aided by all his knowledge and experience of public affairs, 
Ims confessed himself unable to remedy. Under the adminis- 
tration of a successor destitute of his Excellency's experience 
and knowledge, all the existing evils in the state and con- 
dition of the country of Oudh would, of necessity, bo 
augmented, and with the rapid increase of every abuse in 
the civil and militaiy government, the danger of the country 
from foreign enemies, and the domestic misery of the inhabi- 
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tants would lio aggravated in nn equal proportion. Long 
and severe experience has manifested the inefficacy of any 
partial or indirect interference of the British Government 
for the reform of the administration of Oudh. The same 
causes which have hitlierto frustrated every endeavour of the 
Company’s Government to accomplish that salutary object by 
the mere effect of advice and admonition, would continue to 
operate imder every divided Government. No beneficial 
result can be expected from the utmost endeavours of the 
wisdom and justice of the Company, whilst another power 
shall exist in the country to exclude the introduction of 
every salutary reform or to counteract its operation.’ 

The government of Oudh, he went on, could never be 
administered with advantage without the direct intro- 
duction of British power; nor would any temporary 
arrangement be effectual : divided administration is 
fatal. And since the Wazir seems convinced that only 
British authority can restore public order, internal 
tranquillity or external strength, ‘ the Governor- 
General advises the Nawdb Wazir to vest the exclu- 
sive administration of the civil and military 
government of Oudh and its dependencies in the 
hands of the Company, with such ample powers as 
shall enable the Company to act with vigour and 
promptitude in every branch and department of State.’ 

This was by no means to the Wazir’s mind. Ease 
and retirement he affected to desire — ^probably only 
with the intention of protracting negotiations and 
seeing at the least what he might gain by the 
transaction. But the surrender of aU power to the 
Company — that was another matter. Before long 
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Wellesley -wrote to the Directors * : ‘ I have now every 
renson to bolievo tbnt Ibo proposition of tbo Naw/ib 
War.fr to abdicate tbo sovereignty of bis dominions 
•was illusoiy from tbo commencement, and designed 
to defeat, by artificial delays, tbo proposed reform of 
his Excellency’s military cstablishracnts,’ 

Tbo Wazir bad ebosen tbo -wrong man to trifle -with. 
Wellesley had certainly not originated — bo had not 
oven encouraged — the suggested abdication; but 
when it was made it must be adhered to, or at least 
an arrangement must bo made which would confer 
corresponding benefits on the Company. On Feb- 
ruary 9, ho -wrote to ‘communicate’ in the most 
unqualified terms, the astonishment, regret, and 
indignation which ‘the Wazir’s recent conduct had 
excited ’ in his mind. The letter was one of those 
cold, impressive indictments which Wellesley Icnew 
so well how to draw. The whole course of the 
proceedings is sketched in bold and forcible lines; 
and then the indignant Governor-General does not 
hesitate to charge ‘ a person of your Excellency’s high 
rank and exalted dignity,’ dii-ectly and in so many 
words -with the ofience of which he had already 
declared him guilty in his letter to the Secret 
Committee. 

There must be no playing -with the British Govern- 
ment. There must be no delay : two urgent and 
indispensable works must be undertaken at once — the 
reform of the army and the proper support of the 

* Jan. 35, 1800. WeUtdey Dtspatches, ii. 195. , y 
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Company’s troops in Oudh.— If not, be the peril 
yours. — ‘ The least omission or procrastination in 
either of those important points must lead to the most 
serious mischief.’ 

The plans that had been matured when the abdica- 
tion was believed to be real were not stopped when it 
proved to be a sham. Troops had been ordered to 
Oudh : not a day was their march delayed ; and the 
Nawdb was warned that he must pay and feed them. 
Then there was what Carlyle was fond of caUing a 
‘ pause of an awful nature : ’ but the Wazir hurried 
not with the abdication or his subsidy. It was ill 
dallying with Wellesley : his terms grew harder, like 
the Sibyl’s, by waiting. On January 22, 1801, 
he wrote to Colonel Scott that he offered to the 
NawAb a treaty exactly similar to that made with the 
Bdjfi of Tanjore. If he should reject it, he must 
clearly understand that he still must pay for the 
augmented force of British troops, and to secure the 
payment must surrender to the Company in perpetual 
sovereignty an adequate portion of his tenitory. 
The Dofib must be surrendered, and Kohilkhand, so 
as to surround the remains of the principality by a 
ring-fence of the Company’s possessions. Between 
these let the hesitating Wazir make his choice : but 
he must choose promptly. 

This to Colonel Scott, and with equal vigour and 
directness to the Wazir himself. Another letter came 
from the Wazir, trying his utmost to shake him- 
self free. Then, on April 5, a stem reply from 



74 


THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY 


Wollcslcy, again quoting tho repeated statements of 
tho Wazir himself, again describing tho MTctcbed 
condition of the country and the benefits to ho 
expected from British rule. ‘You "will show your 
regard for tho interests of your fajnily and your 
people by despatching a prompt reply accepting one 
or other of tho alternatives.' To Colonel Scott a 
further despatch met the contention of tho hfawfib, 
that so long os hia payments were made punctually 
no territorial cession was needed, by tho answer that 
‘ it is evident that to refrain from demanding adequate 
security until the resources of tho country shall 
actually havo failed, would bo to defeat all expectation 
of attaining tho security to which tho Company is 
entitled. . . . His Excellency,’ ho adds, ‘ has virtually 
destroyed the force of any argument founded on the 
punctuality of his payments by admitting tho minous 
state of the country, by acknowledging his appre- 
hension of an impending failure of his resources and 
by declaring his own incompotency to remove the 
causes of those evils.’ If tho Nawfib should stUl 
reject both propositions, his time of repentance was 
past, and Scott was to require the immediate cession 
of the districts or to send British troops at once to 
take possession of them. Once again the Hawfib 
struggled convulsively ; he sent articles to the 
Governor-General. They were sternly rejected, and 
the Resident was instructed to proceed to compulsion. 

Thus the whole gamut of diplomacy had been run 
through, and from the retort courteous the opponents 
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bad risen to the countercheck quarrelsome. Another 
method -was now adopted. On July 5, 1801, 
the Govemor-General instructed the Hon. Henry 
Wellesley to proceed at once to Lucknow, with full 
power to conclude a treaty in concert with Colonel 
Scott on the lines of the previous offers, and with 
instructions to conclude the matter with rapidity. 
Before he arrived the Naw&h turned from passive 
to active and obstinate refusal; he declined to pay 
any further subsidies. 

Henry Wellesley reached Lucknow in September, 
and the Nawdb after some parley consented to treat. 
The Govemor-General determined to clinch matters 
by visiting Oudh himself : hut while his state-barge 
was at the mouth of the Gumti he heard that the 
Nawab had yielded and the treaty had been signed. 

He -wrote at once to the Directors^ : — 

‘The Nawfib has ceded in perpetuity and in full sove- 
reignty to the honourable Company the territories enume- 
rated in the statements which I have the honour to enclose.’ 

‘ It is my intention,’ he added, ‘ immediately to appoint a 
temporarj^ administration for the settlement of the ceded 
districts. This provisional government will he composed of 
several of the most experienced, able, and active of the 
Company’s civil servants in the departments of judicature, 
commerce, and revenue, and -will be presided over by Mr. 
Henry Wellesley, to whose discretion, address, and firm- 
ness the Company is principally indebted for the early 
and tranquil settlement of these extensive and fertile 
tei-ritories.’ 

‘ WeUMley De^alclies, vol. ii. p. 597. 
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Thus the objects which Wellesley had in view 
seemed to be securely attained. The territories ceded 
formed a barrier between the dominions of the Wazlr 
and any foreign enemy ; and he undertook to carry 
out such an administration in his own dominions as 
should conduce to the happiness and prosperity of 
his people. Oudh seemed safe, and ought to be well 
governed. The Governor-General wrote, a month 
later, to the Directors, putting concisely the benefits 
which he expected to accrue from the settlement of 
Oudh. He had during his progress been everywhere 
struck with the flourishing and happy condition of 
the provinces under British rule. It was thus with 
no common satisfaction that he was able to substitute 
for the iniquitous system of the Nawfib, which had 
been sustained solely by the power of the British 
sword, ‘ the salutary influence of those regulations and 
laws of which ’ he had recently ‘witnessed and admired 
the practical wisdom and extensive benevolence.’ 

He went on to Lucknow, and there, having 
gained his ends, treated the Nawiib with all courtesy 
and respect. Daily conferences, with a dignified 
hospitality, seemed to smooth the remaining difli- 
culties ; and Wellesley could write that he looked 
forward to a tranqml settlement of the North-West 
Provinces during the year 1802, and, in the March of 
that year, that it had already proceeded beyond his 
most sanguine expectations. Thus the Wazir and his 
rabble-rout might vanish for ever from the anxious 
dreams of the British ruler. 
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Wollcploy evidently expected tlint his conduct 
\v<nild W cordially approved at home. He had 
increnped at once the extent and the .‘jccnrity of the 
(’<nnpany‘.p possc.^.pionK ; and he land added to their 
revenue, a point which generally condoned in their 
eyes for any hroach of their ordoi-s. lJut the Direc- 
tors were already alienated from their Govemor- 
Genernl hy his action in the matter of private trade 
and hy his demand of a auperior education for their 
civil Fervants ; and they wore not di.sposcd to look 
upon his policy in Otidh with favoumhlc eyes. 
Among the HSS. of the India Oflice lies a paper 
of charges against the Governor-General in this rela- 
tion', which unquestionably represents a very con- 
sidcmhle body of Dnglish opinion. After a lengthy 
record of fact.s it ends thus : — 

' Tlic infcrciiceB wliicli nmv be drawn from the preceding 
narrative and observatioiiH ajjpenr to be — ist, that llie intro- 
duction of an additional number of trooj)s into tbo Wnr-ir's 
lerritorioB wa." an infraction of existing treaties, iimsmucb 
tliat fucb augmentation was not only not required or 
demanded by Ibo Wur.fr, but that his acquiescence therein 
was extorted ; 2nd, that the demand of territorial security 
for the payjncnl of ibc Fubsidy and Ibc arrears on account of 
the augmented force was not wanvintcd by the treaty of 
1778, as the kipts of the subsidy were not in arrear, nor did 
ever the treaty require tbo "Wuxir to give security for arrears of 
tlie <IcFcriplion demanded ; 3rd, that tbo territorj- ceded by 
the Treaty of huclcnow in 1801 was violently and compal- 
Borily wrested from tbo "Wnzir, ns lio not only decidedly and 

’ India Olllco Record Department MSS., Fisher PajKirs, 256(1776). 
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unequivocally rejected the proposition for a territorial 
cession, ns well as that for an absolute abandonment of 
the sovereignty of his country, hut that the Governor- 
General, having repeatedly declared his firm determination 
never to recede from his demand of territorial cession, and 
even twice threatened the assumption of certain districts, he at 
length gave a rductant assent, declaring that he never could 
of himself consent to either proposition, hut that he had no 
alternative hut passive obedience to whatever measure the 
Governor-General might resolve on, and finally, he considered 
it as a disgrace and that it would he highly unpleasant to 
him to show his face to his subjects ; 4th, that as the Treaty 
of Lucknow concluded by Mr. ‘Wellesley in 1801 was never 
cordially accepted by the Wazfr but on the contraiy it was 
a measure absolutely, forced upon him, the stipulation in 
the 6th article, whereby the Wazir is bound to abide by the 
advice and counsel of the Company's officers in the adminis- 
tration of the affairs of his internal government of his 
reserved dominion, is a breach of Lord Cornwallis’s treaty of 
1787 and of the Treaty of Lucknow, 1798, in both of which 
it is stipulated that the Company will not interfere with the 
internal regulation of the Nawib’s government, but that he 
shall be left in full possession of his authority over his house- 
hold affairs, hereditary dominions, his troops and subjects.’ 

Charges such as these would probably not have 
been sufficient to lose for their servant the favour 
of the Court. High dividends and reasonable security 
— these were both incr-eased rather than diminished 
by Wellesley’s high-handed action. But he had for- 
gotten that if the proprietors were solicitous about 
their interest they wore still more insistent upon their 
patronage. It was the patronage question which had 
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\vroclcc(l tlio India Bill of Jlr, Fox and ovcrtliro-wn 
his ministry. It was Pitt’s attitude towards their 
patronage which had gained him nnich of his support. 
And now the Govemor-Genernl, their servant, had 
appointed to a most important and lucrative office 
his own brother, who was not in their cmploj’mcnt — 
‘a virtual supersession of the just rights of’ their 
own civilians. They would hear no reason, they 
would wait for no report : they directed ‘ that 
Mr. Wellesley he removed forllnsdth.’ Happily tho 
Board of Control knew better than thus to dictate, 
in a matter comparatively so trifling, to a man in 
whoso hands rested so vast a responsibility ; they at 
least would not treat the Governor-General as if ho 
were a corrupt postmaster or exciseman ; and they 
prohibited for the present any decision of the 
Company on the appointment. 

The correspondence between the Board of Control 
and the Directors was sent to the Governor-General. 
If anj'thing could have further alienated him from 
the present rulers of Lcadcnhall Street, it cannot be 
doubted that it would be their crowning act of per- 
sonal distrust. They had again and again thwarted 
him, it will bo seen, in his public policy' ; hero was 
nn unpardonable slight upon his private honour. 
The subsequent career of Henry 'V\'’ello8lc3', after- 
wards Lord Cowley, was more than a sufficient justi- 
fication of his brother’s favour. His conduct of the 
negotiations with the "Wazir had been marked by 
a singular imion of firmness and tact. And — if it be 
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necessary to make even the slightest allusion to the 
basest suggestion — lie had refused all emolument 
beyond that duo to him as private secretary to the 
Govemor-GoneraJ. As soon as the settlement of 
Oudh was accomplished he resigned the post for 
which he had been so well qualified. 

It has been questioned whether our rule over the 
ceded districts was beneficial, and it has been denied 
that the English intervention much improved in the 
long run the condition of the country. This was not 
Sir Arthur Wellesley’s opinion. He stated, in his 
memorandum referred to above, that the Naw^b 
had already (in 1806) felt the full benefit of the 
Company’s obbgation to defend him, in the ease with 
which he coUected a larger revenue than before, 
and the more satisfactory condition of his troops 
and his administration. Questions such as these 
would, however, need for their satisfactory solution 
an extended discussion : but one thing at least is 
clear — the difficulties which occurred in putting down 
the local tyrants and petty chieftains, before any 
system of regular taxation, jurisdiction, or adminis- 
tration could be set up, are proofs, patent enough, of 
the state of anai'chy from which it is unquestionable 
that British rule delivered the ceded districts. Of 
Oudh itself it is less easy to speak ; but Wellesley him- 
self, if he could have lived in the time of the Mutiny, 
■would probably have asserted that its condition in 
our own day proved that his error had been, not that 
he took part, but that he did not take the whole. 



Tin-: karxAtii:, tan jo re, oudh. 8 i 

Blit , after all, the one cardinal justification of Welles- 
ley’s policy towanls Oudh lies, not in any benefit 
to the population or in an extension of the Company’s 
territory or revenue, but in an absolute political 
necessity. Tliose tvho ■would estimate his action 
justly must bo content to rest their conclusion entirely 
on that ground. The high-handed conduct of the 
negotiations, the lengthy and not AvhoUy illumina- 
tive character of the Govcmor-Qcnorars minutes and 
letters, may be the legitimate objects of severe criti- 
cism ; but it is not -with them that the true issue lies. 
Wellesley found Oudh a pressing and unmistakable 
danger to the British position in India: ho loft it 
a safeguard and a support. 



CHAPTER V 

Wellesley and the MakXthAs^ 

If the Mysore conquest -vvas the most glorious and 
memorable feature of Wellesley’s adminisfration it 
was the Mar^thfi war which taxed his powers, to the 
utmost and tested his claims to be considered 
a statesman of the first order. The condition of the 
Mardthi confederacyf^a volca no btuating now and 
again into a ctive and dangeic^s eruption , was the 
most complex problem that he wn.q called upon to 
meet. The solution which he offered was not accepted 
at the time. The execution of his policy was attended 
by disasters for which he was not responsible but of 
which he had to bear the blame. It was condemned, 
repudiated, reversed. But in the long run his prin- 
ciples had again to be brought forward, and what 
might have been carried out under happier auspices in 
1805 was at last accomplished by another hand in 1818. 

In his first despatches home W ellesley had shown 
that he had grasped thq co mplexity of the MardtlA 
problem. Was^lt^dSsir^le that there should be a 
sort of balance between the different branches of that 

’ Among other authorities Wollosley’s Kotes Selalire io the Jalt 
Transadions in tlicilarhatla Empire, Fort William, Doc., 1803, should 
bo observed. 
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loose confederacy? Was its •weakness to he approved 
or arrestod ? Ho considered it incontestable that the 
Pesbwfi’s power bad declined greatly — never -was bis 
influence so inconsiderable : that Sindhia also bad 
lost inucb of tbo po'wer wbicb the groat M’abadAji bad 
bold ; that tbc territory of Holkai-, torn b}' dynastic 
strife, bad passed out of count in tbc political 83'stem ; 
that Bbonsla onlj* — and be was traditionall}' our 
friend — bad risen in tbo scale. 

Tbc estimate was not altogether accurate. Daulat 
Tlfio Sindhia, threatened by tbc insuiTcction of the 
Bais (three widows of bis predecessor), bad called 
in tbc aid of bis prisoner, the aged and astute Ndna 
Famavis. Hfina resumed tbo position of chief 
minister at Poona, and there was an appearance of 
cordiality between tbo Pcsbwri and Sin dhia. But 
tbc futile and vacillating policy wliicb seemed natural 
to tbo Marfithfi counsels lost the opportunity wbicb 
the Jlj'soro war might have given. Up to the last 
tbo Pcsbwf i publicly received tbc cnvoj’s of Tipd ; < 
bis troops ^ok no part in tbo campaign, and the 
treat}', and with it tbo territory offered bj’ tbo victors, 
was rejected. Sindhia was still b arassod by the 
insurrections ; Bbonsla was approached by Wellesley 
•with a view to a treaty on tbc lines of that -with the 
Hizdm ; and the beginning of the nineteenth century 
found the Engbsb face to face vdtb the Mordtbils, 
an^, as it seemed, vdtb the Pesbwd for tbo time the 
onl}' power with whom it would be profitable seriously 
to bargain. 
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The general policy on which 'Wellesley had acted 
was clearly applicable to this as to the other cases 
with which he had had to deal. British supremacy 
must bo asserted over all the States with which the 
Company was brought in contact; and in all dis- 
putes between provinces the British government must 
be arbiter. Negotiations proceeded slowly. Nina 
struggled to keep such power as remained t o th e 
Feshwd free at least from European c ontrol : h o was 
"st renuously op i ^cd to the a dmlssion-of-any-Euglisli 
troops. ' Ho respected the English,’ says Grant Duff, 
‘ he admired their sincerity and the vigour of their 
government, but as political enemies no one regarded 
them with more jealousy and alarm.’ In his old age 
he still clung to the phantom of Mardthd inde- 
pendence, and, to his honour, he strove to moderate 
the passions which would turn against each other the 
weapons which the Mardthd chieftains should have 
used only on their foes. But he died, at a great age 
as it seemed for an Indian statesman in days when 
the dagger and poison were common resorts for the 
settlement of political difficulties, on March 13,1 800. 

‘ 'With him,’ wrote C olonel Palmer the British Be si- 
dent at~I*Qona, ‘ has departed all the wisdom and 
moderation of the Mardthd govemment.’jV 

Then began a scramble for power in which it was 
not only prudent but necessary for the English to 
intervene. The opportunity was giv en through th e, 
part played b y Jeswant B^o Eolkar in the event g_ 
'of the time! On the death, in 1795, of Tiikaji' Bdo; 
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EngHsh. On December 6 he reanhpA TiHHF 


was signed,. By its provisions six battalions of 
infantry,' with the usual proportion of field artillery 
and European artillerymen, wSre to be permanently 
stationed in the P esh-wd's dominionsV a force which 
was to be increased in time of wax — two thousand 
men being attached to the P eshw^’s pei'sonj For the 
payment of these troops, districts yielding twenty- 
six lacs of rupees were ceded to the Company in 
perpetuitj^ The PeshwS agreed to enter upon no 
ItreaSesand make no war upon other states without 
previous consultation with the British Government 
and, as an earnest of this arrangement, he referred 
aU his claims upon the GSekw^ and the Nizdm to 


TEeTar-reacEIng results of this famous treaty could 
not be concealed. At once the Mar5th^ forces showed 
signs, of closing together to resist the foreigner. 
Sindhia and Bhonsla began to treat. Holkar to 


strengthen his defenses. It was without question 
aitep which changed entirely the footiug on which 
we stood in Western India. It trebled the English 
responsibilities in an instant. It made English 
interests no longer subordinate but supreme in this 
quarter of the vast Peninsula, as they had already 
become in the South, North, and East, ‘ Prev ionaly 
.to the treaty,’ says Mr, Sidney Owen, — and_ no 


living authority is more competent to speak, — ’ there _ 
■■ ■ ‘ 'iSmpire in India: the treaty, by its 
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dir ect or indirect operations, g ave ..the Co mpany the 
~Empire o f India ° ' 

Irom the first the arrangement was exposed to 
severe, even violent, criticism. Lord Castlereagh, 
•whose- knowledge of the affairs of India was not so 
great as his vigour in expressing it, wrote sharp stric- 
tm-es on the fcfeaty. He denied the necessity, of j 
mingling in the Mar^th d conflicts. Tlli Tipli leUThe • 
md, we needed, or migh t need, MardthS aid ; but h ow, 
itlcould he no more than a safeguard against remot e 
and contingent dangers. And as for the ir own 
interes t, it made wholly against the alliance. ‘ To 
talk to them of the advantages of our guai’antee for 
preserving the peace of Hindustan, assumes that the 
genius of then' ‘government is mdustrious and pacific 
instead of being predatory and hostile.’ A broader 
connection might have been formed if Sindhia and 
Holkar had been suffered to destroy each other before 
we made -treaty with the Pesh-wfi. Now it is more 
than probable that it will lead to immediate war, cer- 
tain that it -will immerse us in constant and vexatious 
intrigue. ‘ Much of my doubt,’ says Castlereagh, upon 
the policy of any Marfithd treaty, ho-wever modified, 

‘ a rises from an a pp rehension of it s tendency to 
i nvolve u s too much in the endless and compl icated 
dist ractions of that turbolent empire.’ And for the 
same reason he thought that the right of arbitration 
between the Peshwd and other States should be 


abandonedT- 

T" ■ ■ — 

* Sti&etionsfrvm the Wellington Despatcltes, Introduction, p. ilyi. 
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ihcfp two olToct'; — firrU tho war witli tlio Mar/iilifi 
; nod Hi-condly. (lio monos wliich it cootriloitod 
to tlo- Mirco' S of thi‘ wnr,^ Yhoso mcims Mill counts, 
not onfnirly. an sliplit. But his main cootcotion is 
iocorrort, Tho (rrnty of llnsscin did not create the 
war. War would jirol'ahly have occurred in any case 
sooner t<r later. The trt\aty of Jlasscin cnahled it to 
he carried on with hetter chances of success. 

The ( (riclures of ('nstlereneh were an.so'crcd by 
Arthur Wellesley, now Mnjor-Ceneml. Cnstlercneh, 
he ]>oio(.s out with his usual din c.loe,‘sS,did not under- 
stand the political condition of India. Fjynch 
influence was still to he feared nnd to Tie guarded 
npninst. ‘bi the considemtion of every que-.stion of 
Indian policy or in an enquiry into the expediency 
of any jtolilicjd mensure. it is absolutely necessary to 
view it not only as it will affect Indian powers, hut ns 
it will affect the I'rench,’ French influence may appear 
to us now to have been scarcely serious; but Welles- 
ley was right; so long ns Oeneml Perron commanded 
a. French force at the camp of Sindhia it would have 
been criminal to ignore the possibilities of French 
intervention h The future conqueror of Napoleon had 

' 'Till' vii'Wh of I'miicf’ woiilil linvo tionn ninlorlnlly fnvnuroil l)y 
till' ftr< nsth niitl i nio'n ticy <,f Moii^iour Ui'rron'H forro, ostnblifiliod 
with ciT.-it O rritorinl tioiniiiioii, oxtomliiiK towanlo tlio loft bank of 
till' linin'*, tlirouf;li tlio I’linjiib, and coinprcliondinp Aprn, Dollii, 
mill a Inrpo portion of tlio Pmili, of Iho .liniinn, and Oniipoa, on tlio 
jnokt viilnomlilo part of oiir iiortli-\vi‘>itorn frontier of Hindustan, 
and lioldinp the jierson nnd nominal nntlmrity of the nnfortunnlo 
Sln'di ‘Al/'nii (lli(' deposed Miipltnl Kinja-ror) in the moat abject nnd 
depnidinp mhjection.’ H'llfodry iii. xxx. 
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already fixed his gaze on the contest which was to be 
the most glorious feature of his life. 

As to the actual consequences upon our relations 
with the MaiAthfiSj war with Holkar, he argued, but 
for the treaty of Bassein would have been nearly 
c ertain and probably would have included all the 
Mai AthA states. But ttiesSongist political defence of 
the treaty — opposed to the arguments of Castlereagh 
and the Directors alike — lies in the obligatio n whic h 
it lays upon the Peshwfi to treat and make war only 
on the Company’s advice. ‘ This article is the bond 
of peace to India. It is this which renders the treaty 
^really a defensive one and makes the Governor-General 
genuinely responsible for every war in which the 
'^ritish Government may be engaged. If this article 
were not in the treaty, the Peshwfi would be the 
responsible person.’ Such was the defence of the 
hard-headed soldier who, it must be noted, did not 
approve of the general principles upon which his 
brother acted in this and other treaties. 

The treaty did not lack defence from Indian admin- 
istrators of eminence. Among these was Mr. Barlow, 
afterwards himself for a while Governor-General, 
and by no means a blind suppoxier of Wellesley’s 
policy. He wrote-^~note~to ^ the Gov ernor-General 
strongly supporting the treaty. The question, he 
states clearly, lay in a nntshelL /AVhen the Peshwfi 
had sought our assistance, should we repudiate our 
old connection with him and refuse him aid? To 
refuse would have been alike impolitic and base. To 
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give involved tlio action, wliicli ensued. And, on the 
■wider issue — ‘ It is absolutely n ecessary fo r the defea t 
of [the Frenc h] deigns that no native state should be 
left to exist in India •which is not upheld by the 
~British povror, or the -p olitical conduct of which is not 
under i ts absolute cont roLL Hero is asserted more 
strongly than Wellesley had as j-^et asserted it, the 
claim — and the necessity — of Britain to he supreme 
in India. It ■was the empire of India, Barlo’W truly 
sa^w, Yrhich must ho ours. , 

So for objections to the treaty of Bassein may be 
considered and answered. But there remains the 
further question, ■which is involved in the whole net- 
work of Wellesley’s rule, of subsidiary alliance in 
general. If it he ■wise to support and subsidize native 
princes, we arc bound so to treat with the Peshwfi. 
But is it wise to support and subsidize at aU ? 

Arthur Wellesley, though ho had approved the treaty 
in the main, and that for important reasons, had doubts 
after a while as to its efBcacy, and those doubts were 
based on distrust of the system. ‘ One had co nsequence 
of these subsidiary treaties, ’ ho ■writes to Malcolm in 
June, 1803, ‘is that they cntii-ely ann ihilate the 
militar y power of the governments with ■sv ^hidL-wa. 
contract them . . . and their reliance for defence is ex - 
clusively on us. . . I woul d preserve the existence of 
the State, an d guide its actions by the weight of Briti sh 
inSuence rather than annihilate it and establishj w 
p o wers in India by the subsidiary treaty W riting 

‘ To Mnjor Malcolm. Owen's Sdections/mnWeUingion Despatches, 5:44. 
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a year later, he noted that such treaties reduced the 
strength of the powers with which we were connected, 
hut he pointed out tho enormous benefits that they 
conforred. ‘ T he consequences of the m have been tha t 
i n this war with the Maritbds, which it is obvious 
must have occurr ed sooner or inter, the Company's 
^e^^tories have not been invade ?; and th e evUs ^ 
wtfFha ve been ke pt at a distance from the sources^ of 
our wealth and ou r power. This fact alone, unsup- 
poited by any others which could be enumerated as 
benefits resulting from these alliances, would be 
sufficient to justify them 

It may be concluded then, that General Wellesley 
summed up on the whole in favour of the treaty; 
and from his conversation in later years this may be 
taken to be the case. For the Peshwii Grant Duflf 
remarks that it was the only coarse op nn — his only 
refuge from becoming the absolute puppet of one or 
other of the chiefs. Himseif the deputy of a shadowy 
and impotent prince, the Rdjd of Sdtdra, he might 
have sunk to be the mere phantom of a phantom. 
The result of the treaty to his people was seen, 
said Malcolm, a keen observer, in the dawn of 
tranquillity, prosperity, and peace. 

It was, however, peace only through war. Sindhia 
and Bhonsla began almost at once to ally. Sindhia 
_ saw in the treaty of Bassein and the submission of 
the Peshwi. to English influence the sure beginning 
of the last fight of the Mar&th ^s- Ior exist ence^ As 

•* To llnjor Shaive. Owen's S^tctions/romWeVvigtonDe^tcJieSi'p.i^^. 
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surely as in the old days their claim to chauth had 
destro3’ed the Mughal power, so surely would they 
ho destroyed in their turn by the acceptance of sub- 
sidiary alliances. He turned to Holkai- and endea- 
voured to induce him to combine against the English : 
but some sluggishness or blindness weighed that chief- 
tain down, and ho retired to MSlw^ and waited in 
anxious inaction for the issue of events. On May 13, 
1803, unde r’ General WeUesle y’s protection, Bdji Rdo 
re-entered Poona. Wellesley was appointed politieJal 
agent ai^well as military commander, and at once 
brought matters to a crisis. Would Sindhia and 
Bhonsla retire to their territories in peace ? They 
would not. Then war must be the result. On 
August 3, Colonel Collins, the British agent, left 
SmdSa’s camp, and this was taken as the declaration 



From this moment events moved rapidly. Every- 
thing had been planned with the forethought and 
wisdom which were the marks of Wellesley’s great- 
ness. The objects of the Governor-General were, as 
in the Mysore war, clearly defined. He desir ed ‘to 
conquer the whole of that portion of Siadhia'’B domi- 
'nio ns which lay betwe^en the Uanges and the Jumna , 
destr^oying com pletely the Frenc h force by which the 
frontier was protected, ex ^din^he Com pany ’s fron- 
tier to the Jumna, and includin g the cities of~D elS 
an d Agra, with a chain of fortssuiiici ent lor ;^otect- 
ing the navigation of the river, on the right bank 
of the riverj^This was only part of a plan which 
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included the assumption by the Company of a defensible 
if not a scientific frontier. Bundelkband was to be 
acquired, or at ionst so much of it as would secure the 
bold on Agra, and in Gujarfit, Barocb with the district 
round it, long coveted by tho Council of Bombay, 
and in tho East tho province of Cuttack, to connect 
Madras with Bengal. Wcllosloy further intended to 
secure the person of the aged Shd^'Alfim tho ‘Emperor,* 
who had long been under the control of Sindhia. 

To effect these objects, nearly 50,000 men were 
assembled. In Gujarfitthe results of Colonel Murray’s 
movements and Major Walker’s diplomacy will be men- 
tioned in another connection. The ca pture of Cuttack 
by Colonel Harc ourt may be d ismis^d w ith equa l 
_^Tnty»jrBoth point to tho accuracy of "WoUesley’s 
estimate of tho means required to carry out his ends. 
Bundelkband was taken with equal ease. The serious 
conflicts were in the Deccan and in Hindustan. 

General Wellesley, with about 9,000 men, and 
Colonel Stevenson, with nearly 8,000, were left to 
undertake operations in 
Wellesley advanced to 
it in lour days, i'rom thence he advanced to 
■ ^rgngdb^d , an^d then down the left ba nk of the, 
G^dvari tin he cam e to the Jiaitna, winch he cr o wed, 
and met the w hole combined army 1 of Sindhia and 
Bh onsla on Sep tember 23, at Assa^.j The story of 
the fight has been toid so often, and so well, that 
there is no need to dwell upon it. In the words of 
the Geneinl himself — simplest and most direct : — 


^thejleccan. O n A ^ 
Ahmadnasar, an 3 ”tontured 
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‘We attacked immediately and the troops advanced under 
a very hot fire . . . The enemy’s cavalry made an attempt 
to charge the 74th Eegiment at the moment when they were 
most exposed to this fire, hat they were cut up hy the 
British cavalry which moved on at that moment. At length 
the enemy’s line gave way in all directions, and the British 
cavalry cut in among their broken infantry; hut some of 
their corps went off in good order, and a fire was kept up on 
our troops fimm many of the guns, from which the enemy Iwl 
heen first driven, hy individuals who had been passed hy the 
line under the supposition that they were dead. 

‘ Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell, with the British cavalry, charged 
one large body of infantry, which had retired and v/as 
formed again, in which operation he was killed ; and aome 
time elapsed before we could put an end to the 
fire which was kept up by individuals from the guns from 
which the enemy were driven. The enemy's 
which had heen hovering round ns throughout the action, 
was EtiU near us. At length, when the last fcruned Body of 
infan try gave waj, the vrho.e wen: cm am isf: in our mm* 
ninety pieces of cannon *- 


This victory, the Srso 
conqueror of Waterloo vias v; 


heen 


cplphrafed with eveil 



vms tmdotibtedly s 


The enemy’ s troops were an -sasn u- 
of the Britfsh, ami zcjrr me. me s' 
tminiiig and of con-siueme_v - 
It was, says an euthnsm 
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more sp lendid than any recorded in Deccan history^.’ 
Tt was follnw .Bd — up by the victory of Axeion on 
November 2q, ove r— Bhonalay-a-Jba ttle even mo re 
decisive than the l ast- On December 14, General 
Wellesley stormed the great fortress of G&wilg arh, 
With this the wai- in the Deccan ended, and Bhonsla 
yielded completel y. On December 17, General 
Wellesley exchanged the sword for the pen, and 
^Bhonsl a signed the treaty of Deog^onj by which he 
accepted all the terms, except that of a resident force, 
which the Peshw6 had accepted for himself. He was 
to rec eive a British resident at Nfigpur, to e ntertain 
no subjects of any country at w ar with Britaii&ty^ d 
to give'up all~claim8 of chautk against the Nizdm, 
submitting all his dis putes to English decision.) And 
in addition he gave up Cuttack, and all the land west 
of the Wardhfi river, a district given to the NizdmT^ 
The campaign in Hindustan had been equally 
brilliant. General Lake ha d a force of about 10,000 
mem Opposed to him was the French-drilled army 
led by M. Peirom^ This large body of men had been 
brought together originally by General Count de 
Boigne — a brilliant adventurer, without that spice of 
the brigand which often attaches to the name — and 
had formed the pride and the safeguard of the great 
Mahfidaji Sindhia. The great chief was dead, and his 
trusty captain had retmned to France, but the troops 
were held together, and, with distiicts secured for their 
support, formed a kind of military colony under the 
* Grant Duff, voL iii. p. 043. 
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command of SI. Perron. But it was a dangerous and 
unsatisfactory post tb be captain of free companies to 
a ^'indictive and treacberous Oriental, and Perron 
was already sick of it. He bad made overtures to the 
English for facilities to retire, and Wellesley had 
offered him every assistance. Now it came to war he 
could not fly ; be turned to fight the course, but, it 
may be, with a faint heart. 

It needed only a few weeks' skirmishing and the 
capture b}' Lake of the strong town of Aligarh, on 
September 4, to end the Frenchman's indecision. He 
applied for leave to pass through the English lines, 
which Lake readily granted, and so he passed out of 
history, ‘ a man of plain sense, of no talent, hut a brave 
soldier,’ as de Boigne described him to Grant Duff. 
His place was taken by a younger oScer, ZL Lo’4? 
Bourquin, who crossed the -J um na to meet feke, with 
the intention of prevenmng his advance to DelhL 
A fierce battle too,: rmce cn neyo 
the city, when hml l L a n: nnarges ci oava-ry .ewap-t c 
troo ps of Sindhia frem me me-n. ue_m s-nter 
in triumph, and 'ne area ~ -mnn»er 
from thraldom ana nmoen nnner : 
behaved verv hannsmne_y no nm 


r-"'— 


~ae re_e&eec. 
~maeoert who 




d^^’v-d wim a — 


the battle, ann ~-n r — ' 
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remaini ng troops met Lake. It -was a matter of hard 
ligETing and great slaughter. In the end the British 
charges carried aU before them, and the French con- 
tingents of Sindhia -were captured or annihilated. 
This battle ended the war. Sindhia had no longer an 
army : he could no more use the shadowy name of the 
Mughal to call troops to bis banner. Bhonsla had 
been defeated and had made peace. There was no 
course open to him but submission. 

On Decem ber 30, the treaty of Surji Aijang^on 
Sindhia ceded aU the territory 

and the Grange^ Abmadnagar 

(which was given to the Peshwd), his rights over 
Bai’och ( as already m entioned), a nd all the land north 
of Jai pur, Jadhpur an d Gohad] He renounced ^ 
claims upon the E^lish and their allies, and agreed 
to entertain no subject of any nation at war with 
them,) and to recognise the rights of sev eral of the 
Rfiiput chiefs whose caus e Lake had espoused^ Soon 
after Sindhia submitted to a modified form of the 
subsidiary alliance. 

Thus peace seemed to have been secured, and Welles - 
ley wrote one of the letters that we re become so 
familiar, enumerating and tabuiatuig the results whic h 
E^thought wouldhpringlfr o m the wari The military 
power of Sindhia and of Bhonsla was now no longer 
a men ace to the East India Company . The French 
territorial posses sions were destroyed, and Briti sh 
influence was e stablished in the Horth-West and w ith 
the idoi that the name of Shfi,h 'Aldm was still able 


w as signed. By this 
hetween the JumnaT 
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The territorial acquisitions added at once 
to British security and British power; and the 
government was now established in connection with 
every principal state in India. AU this in the bald 
and business-like style which Wellesley now affected 
to the Directors. In a reply to an enthusiastic address 
of the inhabitants of Calcutta an old vein reasserts 
itself : — 


‘With united counsels, with an unrivalled army, with 
flourishing resources, with powerful alliances, and with a 
just cause, I was enabled to encounter and to surmount the 
difficulties which surrounded me, and to udtness the rapid 
and complete effect of our military operations on every point 
of the enemy’s strength. The vast extent, complicated 
system, and matchless success of the campaigns in Hindu- 
stan and tho Deccan cannot he contemplated without emo- 
tions of gratitude and admiration. The exeention of the 
plans, winch it was my duty to form, corresponded with the 
renown of an army, accustomed to victory, inured to fatigue 
and danger, attached to the first principles of discipline and 
order, animated by the memory of former triumphs, and 
commanded hy generals who possess every qualification 
requisite to inspire confidence, to excite enterprise and to 
ensure success. Peace is the fairest fruit of victory, the 
brightest ornament of military triumph, and the highest 
reward of successful valour. The peace which has been'eon- 
cluded comprehends every object of the war with every 
practicable security for the continuance of tranquillity.’ 

The Governor- General was too hasty. The fruits 

of peace were not yet ripe. While he sp oke war was 

bre wing, and before May. 1804. Hol kar had already 
•>c 
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taken up arms . Thus the claims "which Wellesley 
made for the results of his action were not justified ; 
and criticisms on the whole policy were beginning to 
reach him Irom home. 

Castlei’eagh had already begun to question. He 
"wrote (May zi, 1S04) in the tone of deference which 
it is clear that the estra ordinary brilliancy of Welles- ’ 
ley’s achievem ents had begim to inspire. But fie 
insinuated two doubts. Was the poh'cy of annexation 
permissible on the principles which Parliament ha d 
sanctioned ? Would not the extent of territory and 
interest be too great a burden for any ordinary 
ruler ? ‘ We should deceive ourselves if we expected 
to find a successor to replace your Lordship capable 
of giving and continuing to the machine of govern- 
ment that impulse which every department of the 
state so visibly receives from the mind that now 
directs it.’ 

But criticism soon succeeded compliment, and 
question became condemnation. At the end of the 
yeai- 1803, Gene ral Lake, un der Wellesley’s instruc - 
tions , began to i^gotia te "with Holkar, an d consider - 
able corr espondence ens ued between them. On 
HJec ^ber 28, Lake , wr iting to the Governor - 
General, observed the ‘extraordinary conduct’ of 
Holkar ; his ‘ levying contribution and otherwise 
distressing the country,’ and his ha"ving ‘ lately put to 
death the English officers in his service. Captains 
Vickars, Todd, a nd Byan. * Wellesley still thought 
peace was probable, and believed that Holkar would 
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readily agree to it as soon as lie knew of the treaty 
with Sindhia . But he was entii-ely deceived. The 
customs of Mard,thfi policy needed no such explicit 
declaration of hostility as Europeans looked for, and 
it is dear from the Memoirs of Muhammad Amir 
Kh&n, a Pinddri leader, in alliance with Holkar, that 
’ from the moment of the Peshwd’s submission aU 
the ot her Mar&thd chiefs were cordially allied against 
thelBnt ialu- Circumstances had prevented the appear- 
ance of his troops on the field — they were actually on 
the march at the time of Assaye — but Holkar had. 
not abandoned hie co mpatriots 

Thus Wellesley’s negotiations were futile, and on 
April i6 the Governor-General issued orders to 
Generals Lake and Wellesley to begin the war. Lake 
■ was to move from Delhi with the army of Hindustan, 
and Colonel Murray was to advance from Gujarfi,t 
against Holkar’s possessions in Mdlw6 : Sindhia was 
instructed to join in the reduction of his rival’s 
territories. 

At first al l went welL BAmpura, H olkar’s strong- 
hold^n the north, was taken on May i6, and Holkar 
retreated i n hot haste . General Wellesley urged Lake 
to pursue him or to withdraw with all his forces 
to Hindustan during the rains. Unhappily he did 
neither. He retired to Cawnpore, and he sent Colonel 
Monson on with five battalions of native infantry, 
some artillery, and about 4,000 irregular horse to 
keep Holkar in check, and, as it appears, to advance 
' See Mill’s India., yoI. vi. p. 399, "WUson's footnote. 
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in pursuit till lie should meet Colonel ITurray. 
Monson, like his kinsman the opponent of Warren 
Hastings, was personally bravo, but without sagacity, 
stability, or prudence. Ho m arched by the Mukand - 
wdra Pas8_t ri ClmmbnJ. "iButMurray, misled by false 
information, by fear, or by prudence, had already 
retired ; and Jlonson beard with dismay that he was 
opposed to the whole of Holkar’s forces. He had 
only two days’ supplies, and Sindhia’s general, who 
was with him, poured tales of terror into his ears. 
Both Murray and Monson, wrote Arthur Wellesley, 
pithily, ‘ seem to have been afraid of Holkar. and_ 
both to h ave fled from h im in different directions .'* 
~Honson turned to retreat. Holkar, whose 'fortune 
was on the saddle of his horse,’ played about him 
with light cavalry, cutting off his stragglers, defeating 
and destroying his irregular horse, and depriving 
him of his supplies \ News reached Lake on the 
1 8 th inst. that the retreat had begun, but he did not 
appreciate the extent of the disaster. ‘ I think,’ 
he wrote to Wellesley^, ‘Holkar will not easily get 
his cavahy to attack our infantry unless he brings 
his guns, which will retard him and prevent his 
horse from doing much mischief. His guns wiU, in 
the end, be the cause of his ruin. His insolence is 
admirable. ... I trust he may yet get a very, severe 
check horn Colonel Monson.’ But though he wrote 

^ Cf. Major Wm. Thom, Memoirs of the War in India, 1805-fi, 
pp. 357 et sqq ; and the Piarj- of the Betreat, in Hast India MilHarti 
Caiendar ii. 538-559. 

* July ai, 1804, WeUesley Despaldtes, iv. 178. 
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in this ptrnin it is endent that Lake savr that the 
affair -was scrions, and he must hear the blame of 
taking no immediate steps to assist the retreating 
force. The conclu.'^ion of his letter is cnrions as illn.s- 
trating the vrarmth of personal feeling betTreen the 
Governor-General and his subordinates., and Lott 
ke*:nly. it vra^ known, Wcllcsle}'- felt with and for Izis 
forces in the field ; — 

‘ I vrrite in grc." 1 hriFlc and liave only to Leg yon v-VZ zf.t 
saffr thl.' Lite aaplc,\=^nnt business to affrct yor, stn -r-iZ 
Kliere ev- rythir.g .dwll be done to ccrrer; fre era, 
v-L'c!i is cvrf.ialy r.'''*. cgrcc.iblc. Despondsrcyr-iZ Zi-cf ro- 
.•.v.-\:!. we mr-t tlr-r .‘‘ore set to work and r-trfrre orr nis- 
frtane r.* qrife ns po-dble (.'ic). I feel nyse-f cr-he wi-Z 
tni ni.ie, :f rec'' ”-'.rv. to encounter any cccy 2 zrl 

Ear;!; cf the litter, I am, like your Lorcilfr. rr^~ 
cs;d to it. TZit I It: ay live to see yor eryty rea-te cf zEzsi. 
L‘Z;h " i i.-*rha'.''o !■= tbc sincere wL “7 CAiET Hjit-:. :f 
v:-r ZT-rtirn-itc a-vi coToted servant.— C-. ZLu^t.' 
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should have turned on his foes with his whole force. 
But ho was slow where he should have been quick, 
and hasty where he should have deliberated. He 
remained nearly a month at Rdmpura, and at last 
resumed a retreat which soon became a flight. Finally 
Sindhia’s troops deserted him; he was wofuUy cut 
up in every engagement; at last a disorderly rout 
sti'eamed into Agra at the end of the month. ‘ 1 wiU 
not,’ wrote Lake, when the account of all the disasters 
at last reached him, ‘I will not at present say 
anything more upon this disgraceful and disastrous 
event ... a finer detachment never marched. . . . 
I have lost five battalions and sis companies, .the 
flower of the army, and how they are to be replaced 
at this day, God only knows. I have to lament the 
loss of some of the finest young men and most 
promising in the armyh’ 

It is not part of the scheme of this memoir to enter 
upon the details of military movements, and for this 
defeat it is clear that the Governor-General was in 
no way responsible. Arthur Wellesley, with bis cool, 
clear judgement, soon analyzed the cause of the 
disaster^. ‘I am decidedly of opinion,’ he writes, 

‘ that Monson advanced without reason and retreated 
in the same manner ; and that he had no intelligence 
of what was passing five miles from his camp.’ He 
wrote later, in a letter which became classical since 

' Sept. 2, 1804, WtUtdiy Despatches, yoI. ir. p. 197. 

* There are several letters on the snbjeot in Selections from ITdltnj- 
ton Despatches (ed. Owen), pp. 430, 431, 
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the mean purpose of sacii^ing his reputation to save 
mine V 

The disaster -was fatal. It -vraSj indeed, the final 
blow to Wellesley’s position. The enthusiasm of the 
public and the thanks of the legislature, won hy his 
glorious achievements, had only just held the balance 
against the Company’s increasing irritation. This 
was the end of their hesitation. In terror they 
determined that he must return at once and his 


whole policy be reversed. Nor was the blow felt 
less in India. It aroused aU the fire still lingering in 
the hearts of the Mardth^s, it brought again Sindhia 
and Bhonsla to throw off the bonds of their English 
alliance, it encouraged all India to believe that, as 
Holkar could conquer them, the British were not 
invincible. But for Monson, Holkar would have been 
crushed in a few months, Wellesley’s policy would 


have achieved complete and triumphant vindication, 
and the great problem- of Engh'sh relations j(vith the 
Marfithfis woxild not have waited for solution till 


i8i8=. 

The reverse, however, was only momentary. Colonel 
Hurray had ah'eady returned and seized Holkar s 
capital, Indore. Holkar himself laid siege to Delhi 
on October 8, and continued the siege till the 14th. 
The defence was as wise and heroic as Monson s 
retreat had been the reverse. A mem handful of 


' TTfffcj'fy PespalcJia, vol. iv. p. C05. 

’ Soo The ilarquass of Ilasiinjs, by Major Iloss-of-BIndcnsbnrg. 
C.B.. in tills Series. 
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Sepoys, ably commanded by one who knew bis men, 
defended tbat great city — ten miles in circumference 
^Tvith brilliant success. 

The enemy finally retired before Lake came up. 
Holkar now made an attempt to ravage the Com- 
pany’s territories, relying as he had hitherto done so 
successfully on the swiftness of his cavalry. He 
marched down the Dofib, pillaging and burning 
as he went. On Novem ber 12 , the British troops 
under General Frazer fou^ him entrenched at Oi^: 
and on the next day attacked him. A hrilhant victory 
was won, in which the gallant 76th, who had already 
covered themselves with glory during this war, carried 
all before them. Thi-ee days later General Lake 
destroyed a large b ody of Holkar’s eavnlry 
FnrnkhAb^d. He then advanced to Dig and be- 
sieged the town and citadel, which he entered on 
December 24. 

Lake, however, was destined himself to meet with 
reverses. He determined to punish the E 4 jd, of 
Bhartpur, w ho had deserted the English for Holka r. 
The fortified town, more than six miles in circum- 
ference, well garrisoned and ably defended, resisted 
all the efibrts of Lake, who, indeed, as Wellington 
said, ‘hi ndered terribly’ an d lost over three thousand 
men in bis fruitless assaults. Lake was a cavalry 
generalj and had no knowledge of siege operations. 
He was more eSectual in driving away Holkar s re-, 
lieving force ; and thus the K^jS, of Bhartpur, in April, 
agreed to a treaty without the capture of his fortress. 
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The rest of the operations of the war are without 
interest. It is dear that but for political changes 
Hoikar would have been completely conquered, and 
Wellesley, ‘without renouncing any advantage, would 
have been able to effect every arrangement for securing 
a long, if not a permanent, tranquillity^.’ 

But Wellesley’s government was at an end. '\\Tien 
the Directors beard of Monson’s disaster they were 
terrified. His recall was hastened, and his successor. 
Lord Comw^ s, arrived in Calcutta on July 8o> 
1805. Wellesley knew that thi.s meant the eomplete 
reversal of his policy — and the war was abandoned 
at the moment when success was at last assured. 

The war with Holkar would probably have been 
considered a successful one had not Wellesley’s pre- 
vious achievements raised the standard of English 
expectations in Indian warfare. Holkar’s power 
was so shattered as to be within measurable distance 
of extinction. His allies were utterly weakened or 
had deserted him. There was no Marfithfi power left 
strong enough to withstand the British. But the 
interval, during which Wellesley’s policy was aban- 
doned, revived aU the old difficulties and left to Lord 
Hastings a task as hard as that on which Wehesley 
had engaged. 

At the conclusion of an account of the mihtary 
history of the great Governor-General some estimate 
of the wisdom of his territorial acquisitions may be 
expected. This, if one postulate be granted, can only 
^ Grant Duff, toI. iii. p. 303. 
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take tlie form of a vindication. Ought Great Britain 
to have conquered any Indian territory % If the 
action of her merchants and soldiers -was justified, 
we cannot withhold, not only our pardon, hut our 
admiration from Wellesley. While others had patched 
up hoUow ti’eaticB and taken little tracts of country, 
which gave responsibility without aflbrding the 
means of rightly exercising it, he for the first time 
had seen the breadth of the question that was before 
his countrymen. It was no matter of rupees or of 
individual greed or aggression. India craved for 
firm rule, for freedom from tyranny and corruption, 
for expansion and liberty. There was no power, 
Muhammadan or H i ndu, which could fulfil these 
demands. The British Company stood already among 
them, and from it alone could union and regeneration 
spring. At home the Directors thought of commerce, 
the Government of policy; no one but Wellesley 
saw that there lay before us the making of an 
empire, and through that of a nation. He wrote 
to Castlereagh when the Mar&tlri war was in 
prospect : — 

‘ I cannot Buppose that the condition of the Company, with 
relation to any part of its territorial possessions in India, 
can he considered to be similar to that of a private indivi- 
dual proprietor of a landed estate. The Company, with 
relation to its territory in India, must ho viewed in the 
capacity of a sovereign. If any other principle be recognised 
and the Company be permitted to hold the nominal sove- 


* WeHesle;/ Despalcfies, vol. iii. pp. 153 sq" 
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I'cignly of Indin, endless confusion must ensue ; in such an 
extremity no possible remedy could save this country from 
anarchy and ruin but the instantaneous assumption of the 
direct executive power of the British possessions in India by 
tlic Ci’own of the United Kingdom,’ 

This was bis greatness — that be recognised, in all 
tbeir fullness, alike the need and the responsibibtj of 
the expansion of British India. 



CHAPTER VI 


Govern'mekt, Education, and Defence 

. Wellesley was not one of those who use a machine 
without c aring to understand its mechanism . He was,^ 
ratherTlikc the workman who finds an engine to his 
hand which, while he employs all its powers to the 
best advantage, he sees to be capable of important 
improvements, and sets himself, in the light of his 
own experience, at once to remedy and to perfect. 
And hero two points especially demand notice. The 
first is WcUesley’s account of the system as he found 
it, the second the designs which he entertained for its 
improvement. 

In an elaborate minute of July 9 j the 

Governor-General in Council described the state of 
the Government as it was. The Governor-General in 
Council possessed supreme executive power, exclusive 
legislative authority, and ‘ as constituting the Courts 
of Sadr Diwdni Addlat and the ^'iz^mat, or the 
chief civil and crimmal courts, th- Governor 
General in Councd also exercises a large portion of 
the judicial power.’ The original aim fc.7UPr= 

’ ’nV.Ushy Disp<i‘A^7 ^ 
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of this syatom of Government wns to model it on 
principles dravm from the British constitution ; and 
this, with the necessary modi6cations, had been accom- 
plished. In some points the arrangements had been 
liighly satisfactoiy. 'The reasons which originally 
occasioned the continuance of the entire legislative 
and executive authority in the Governor-General in 
Council are obviously of a permanent nature.’ But 
it was beyond the power of the Governor-General in 
Council adequately to perform the judicial duties, 
and the union of judicial and legislative functions in 
the same body was also contrary to the ‘ general and 
established principles of government.* The security 
of private rights should be absolutely independent of 
those in political office, nor should officers of state 
have power to render the laws nugatoiy by abuses, 
omissions, or delays in their administration. Great 
inconvenience also arose from the fact that the pro- 
ceedings in these high courts, as they were then 
constituted, must always be beard in camej'd, and 
without the presence either of the parties or their 
pleaders. In consequence of these evils the Goveinor- 
General in Council now determined to reconstitute 
these two high courts, giving each the same body of 
distinct judges, with the full power at present enjoyed 
by the Governor-General and the members of Council, 
who were in future no longer to constitute the Courts. 

The minute then gives a description of the 
executive duties of the Governor-General in Council. 
These included the management of aU foreign relations. 
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and, in internal government, the management of the 
public revenue, the superintendence of the general 
finance of India, the regulation of the army, and 
much miscellaneous business. Besides these and other 
duties of executive control — the most important being 
exercised in relation to the Presidencies of Madras 
and Bombay — the Governor-General had the super- 
intendence of the Company’s commercial concerns. 
The duties involved the employment of a number of 
important officials, and it was absolutely essential that 
these should be ‘ men of the first talents and ability.’ 

This sketch of the powers and duties of the 
Governor-General led naturally to two inferences; 
first, that especiall y in view of the Govemor-General’s 
authority over t S6~^her Presidencies, s ome modifi- 
catdon or rearrangement would be beneficial ; and 
second, that the utmost care should be taken in the 
selection and training of the Company’s officers. It 
is on this second point alone that Wellesley dwells in 
the minute of July, 1800 ; and to this we wiU return. 
On the first point we have little published material 
from which to infer the opinions of the great states- 
man, There exists, however, happily, in the Eecord 
Department of the India Office, a paper ^ containing 
his plan for the improvement of Indian Government, 
whicb i s of the gr eatest interest. Its value is 
increased by the manuscript notes of Dundas whicb 
are attached to it. In this minute Wellesley su^ests 
the Onion of the Governments of Bombay and Ceylon 

'■ Fisher Pajwrs, 306 (2207). 
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under the Presidency of Madras. The whole of the 
British possessions in India should then he governed 
by a Governor-General, and two Councils, with a 
Vice-President to each. The Governor-General would 
change his residence from time to time, and would 
control every part of the detail in both presidencies. 
The Vice-Presidents nhould have full power in the 
absence of the Governor-General, except that all 
patronage ought to bo subject to his control. They 
should always be appointed from England *, and 
neither of them should ever hold the ofBce of Com- 
mandor-in- Chief. The Governor -General should 
always have a direct commission from the Crown. 
This is of the first necessity, because it is urgent 
that ho should bo able to exorcise authority, ultimate 
and final, over both Army and Navy. 

There was also a defect in the Governor-General’s 
legislative powers. He had no nght, for instance, to 
impose any tax on articles of consumption at Cal- 
cutta, which should bo part of his legislative function. 
Finally, Wellesley alludes to a matter which was a 
personal annoyance to himself, the legal necessity for 
the presence of the Governor-General at every Council 
meeting. The senior member present, he suggests, 
should preside in his absence, but no act should be 
valid without his signature. Of the Governor-General 
himself, Wellesley writes, characteristically enough, 
that he should ‘ always be a peer of Great Britain, it 
being absolutely necessary to the maintenance of his 
authority in India that he should be a person of high 
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rank. He should also be a pei'son, if not conversant 
in Indian affairs (which is the most desirable), at 
least well accustomed to public business.’ 

The interest of those suggestions is considerable, 
and scarcely less interesting are the comments of 
DundaSj since they may he taken to show why the 
proposals of Wellesley were not brought forward in 
any public way. Dundas thought that, with the 
exception of the union of the presidencies of Madras 
and Bombay, there was no pressing reason for change. 
It would not he proper to give the Governor-General 
a commission or authority over the king’s forces, nor 
could anything he done in the mattei- of the navy. 
Legislative defects should be remedied, for it is essen- 
tial ‘ that the legislative authority should he exercised 
on the spot, and by every means the detail of it kept 
out of the British Parliament.’ Dundas was evidently 
not enthusiastic in the matter ; his comments are the 
familiar ministerial reply ‘the subject shall receive 
the most careful attention.’ 

Wo have other criticisms of the project, and it is 
evident that it was seriously considered. Mr. Bragg, 
writing on April 16, 1800^, gives his opinion on 
some, of the proposals, particularly on that for uniting 
the subordinate presidencies. It could he done, he 
says, by Act of Parliament abolishing the Bombay 
presidency and vesting its powers in Madras. It would 
he expedient to transfer the seat of government to 
Seiingapatam — a curious suggestion, showing how 

' India 0 £Bce MSS., Fisher Papers, 308 (0209). 
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greatly the centre of interest had shifted, through 
WeJleslcy's policy, from the "West to the South. 

Nothing came, for the present at least, of any of 
the suggestions. There is no date to the copy of the 
minute in the India Office; hut it must bo earlier 
than 1800, 80 that it cannot bo said to be based on 
Wellesley’s maturest experience. It expresses, hoK- 
evor, with groat clearness the views of which his 
published correspondence contains many a hint — 
that the powders of the Governor-General were in- 
adequately defined and unsatisfactorily exercised, and 
that his control over the subordinate presidencies 
ought to be greatly strengthened and enlarged. To 
Wellesley, it is unquestionable, the ideal of Indian 
Government was an ‘ imperial theme ’ ; the responsi- 
bility was so vast, the interests were so widespread, 
the destinies of the rule so uncertain, that divided 
control was intolerable. The ruler of British India, 
to his mind, must be implicitly trusted ; and be 
must be practically absolute. Laws laid down for 
him as fundamental he would follow ; but policy he 
must dictate, and it must be his to deal, unchecked, 
with the exigencies of the moment. Wellesley 
chafed at the narrow, petty, tradesmanlike opinions 
of the Company; he would be, as he was, the 
Architect of Empire. But it cannot be forgotten that 
though magnificent as a master he must have been 
to the last degree exasperating as a servant. He 
was not trained to go in harness. Yet however 
autocratic he would have made himself, however 
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extended might be the power which he would have 
conferred on the Govemor-General, it was not power 
so much as efficiency that he sought. And this is to 
be seen in his pursuit of the object which was, after 
all, probably the nearest of all his projects to his 
heart, and which, in the eyes of posterity, perhaps 
most clearly marks him as a man of liberal and 
prescient wisdom. If ho would magnify the office 
he would educate the officials. His despatch of 
July 9, 1800, ends with an appeal on behalf of a 
more complete and definite training of the Company’s 
servants. Minute after minute exists on this subject, 
and the records of the India Office and the British 
Museum are fuU of papers to develops and iUus- 
tmte it. 

On October 24, 1799, writing to Dundas Wellesley 
in brief explained the cause and the aim. ‘The 
state of the administration of justice, and even of 
the collection of revenue throughout the provinces, 
aflbrds a painful example of the inefficacy of the best 
code of laws to secure the happiness of the people, 
unless due provision has been made to ensure a 
proper supply of men qualified to administer these 
laws in their difierent branches and departments.’ 
The Company’s writers arrived in India ignorant, 
and lived there without control. Discipline, and 
education, these they wofuUy lacked, and these it 
should be the Company’s duty, as it was the 


' IVeilestttf Despatches, vol. ii. pp. 131-2. 
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Governor - Genei’al’s own dcfcormination, in some 
measure to supply. 

It may bo doubted if, in our days of propriety 
and competition, wo have at all realmed the condition 
of the Indian civilians of the last century, A few 
brilliant novels, some sober biographies of great and 
impeccable personages — these are tho materials on 
which our conceptions are formed. But these treat 
rather of the men who rose to fame, of tho strenuous 
and hardy workers who will be found under all con- 
ditions of life, and who will thrive in any atmosphere 
however unwholesome. And again, their picture of 
Anglo-Indian society, though it dweUs with freedom 
on the humorous and the bizarre at Calcutta or 
Bombay, does not lift the veil which hangs over the 
life of the official in distant outposts, where he went 
a boy in his teens, with hot passions and no shred of 
external control over his personal affairs, as the only 
representative alike of Western civilization and the 
dominion of a conqueiing and despotic race. There 
are memories of old Calcutta vile enough to suggest 
how much worse may have been the conditions under 
which men lived where there was no semblance of 
English society, and no social code however imperfect 
and athwart. 

In spite of the many noble and honourable names 
which dignify the Company’s service, was ^not the 
English conception of an Anglo-Indian official drawn 
from a class whose habits were at once ludicrous and 
corrupt ? The figure which a returned civilian outs 
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in the literature of the early part of our own century 
suggests a very different training from that which has 
given us the stern self-suppression and devotion to 
duty, the philanthropy and the zeal, of our day. 

Wellesley says simply enough that ‘slothj indolence, 
low debauchery, and vulgarity ’ are ‘ too apt to grow 
on those young men who have been sent at an early 
age into the interior part of the country, and have 
laid the foundations of their life and manners among 
the coarse vices and indulgences of those countries.’ 

Such were the admitted evils. In his ‘Notes 
with respect to the Foundation of a College at Fort 
WiUiam^,’ Wellesley explained in detail the educa- 
tional defects which appeared to him to be notorious. 
In the early days of the Company the duties of its 
servants were exclusively commercial, but with the 
growth of its territorial power they had become 
charged with the conduct of intricate negotiations, 
the management of complicated systems of revenue and 
finance, and the dispensing of justice over millions of 
people of various languages, manners, and creeds. The 
civil servants of the Company were no longer agents of 
a commercial concern, they were in fact the ministers 
and officers of a powerful sovereign. From merchants 
they had become statesmen, from traders magistrates, 
ambassadors, governors, and judges. For these mani- 
fold duties it was no more than decent that their 
training should be strict and their education- serious. 

‘ Finally, their early habits should be so formed as to 
> July 10, 1800, Wetlestey Despatches, Tol. iL pp. 325 8qq. 
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establisli in their minds such solid foundations of 
industry, prudence, integrity, and religion, as should 
effectually guard them against those temptations and 
corruptions with which the nature of this cHmate, 
and the peculiar depravity of the people of India, 
will surround and assail them in every station.’ 

That the present system of education was in- 
adequate was a fact that needed no proof. The 
writers arrived in India, at the age of sixteen or 
eighteen, absolutely ignorant of their duties, and 
innocent of a trace of knowledge of the history,, 
jurisprudence, ethics, and even the languages of the 
peoples whom they would be called to rule. Such 
education as they obtained at home was almost 
invariably narrow and commercial, and their studies 
entirely ceased at an age when they might have been 
most fruitfully developed. When they arrived in 
India their incompetence often led to indolence ; nor 
was there any encouragement to continue their 
studies. 

The remedy, says Wellesley, lies in a vastly im- 
proved education, of which the foundation must be 
judiciously laid in England and the superstructure 
systematically completed in India. The question then 
arises, in what proportion is the time of education to 
be spent in England and in India ? Here Wellesley 
was the first to touch upon difficulties which can 
scarcely be said to be solved even by the latest 
changes of the Civil Service examinations. Is it 
possible for most parents to afford a long education 
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in England? Can tbc nccessarj' tcacliing bo pro- 
vided ? Would not the delay in Ibo civilian’s time of 
going out cause man}' of the civil servants ‘ to form 
habits and connections at home not to be relinquished 
at that period of life -wilbout great reluctance ? ’ If 
tbc}' vent out older vrould they have a fair chance of 
returning to England with an independent fortune? 

These were Wellesley’s questions. Some of them 
have been answered ; some appear to us now to need 
no answer ; some recur in different forms. Wellesley’s 
plan was at least the result of a candid and practical 
consideration of each of them. To him it appeared 
that a college in India was an essential feature of a 
satisfactorj’ education for Indian Civil Servants. It 
seemed clear, for instance, that no better than a 
theoretical acquaintance with language, law, or custom 
could be obtained in England. To support this 
opinion there was the somewhat ludicrous example 
of Sir William Jones, renowned throughout Europe 
as an Orientalist, who was quite unintelligible at 
Calcutta to any native in any Eastern tongue. 

A college, then, should bo founded at Fort William. 
It would give opportunities for intercourse with 
learned natives. It would greatly encourage native 
teachers. As to the matter of cost, which he know 
from the first w'ould bo the stumbling-block, Wellesley 
stated that, though endowment would bo desirable, 
the Company need have no additional expense unless 
they approved, for the cost could bo defrayed by a 
small contribution from all the Civil Servants in 



123 


THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY 


India, to bo deducted from their salaries. Such ■was 
his memorable despatch. He little expected the rebuff 
bo received. 

Meanwhile the CoUego was founded, its regulations 
being dra^vn up by the Governor-General himself. 
The course of instruction sketched was wholly ad- 
mirable. The regulations for discipline, residence, 
and government were modelled ns far as possible 
upon those of the English Universities. Thus the 
College was established, and the course of instruction 
commenced. The Governor-General attended in state 
on great days, and distributed prizes, and addressed 
the students in his grandiloquent rhetoric. The 
results were highly satisfactory; and many of the first 
students who won distinction became eminent in the 
Company’s service, "Wellesley may have thought that 
success as well as necessity would justify the founda- 
tion, This was not the view of the Directors. With 
the utmost haste, and in utter disregard of the 
opinions of those best qualified to judge, they ordered 
the immediate abolition of the College. The blow was 
severe, and Wellesley felt it acutely. He addressed 
a long and on the whole temperate representation 
to the Cotirt, which was unanimously supported by 
his Council : and he suspended the abolition till 
December 31, 1^03. 

He did not lack the approval of those entitled 
to judge of his schema One of the most powerful, 
as it is certainly among the most interesting of the 
representations made on its behalf, was that of the 
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country .at a time of life in which the mind more easily con- 
forms to the restraints of authority, the necessities of the 
climate, and the modes of society, than at a more advanced 
period. The languages, especially those that are of common 
use, are soonest acquired in the season of early youth ; the 
organs being then most pliant to moderate themselves to 
their pronunciation and the iinderstnnding to catch and 
retain their ideas.' 

The opinion of tho Nestor of Indian administration 
cannot fail to have had great weight. With relnc- 
tance tho Directors yielded to the powerful repre- 
sentations that were made to them by their own 
servants and by the* Ministry, and permitted the 
maintenance of the College in a modified form for 
the benefit of the Bengal writers only, and solely 
for their instruction in Oriental languages. Thus 
Wellesley’s scheme of a liberal education was nipped 
in the bud: but it at least succeeded in directing 
public attention to a crying scandal and a pressing 
need. It caused the foundation, a few years later, of 
the East Indian College at Haileybury, which for a 
time did admirable and most beneficial work. And 
though it was never carried out in its entirety it 
remained as a striking memorial of the width and 
wisdom of its framer’s ideas, and may be looked back 
to as the foimdation of all genuine training for one 
of the highest professions a British subject can 
undertake. 

It is impossible in reading Wellesley’s many papers 
on the training of civilians to avoid being struck by 
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the stress he laid on the religious as Tvell as the 
intellectual aspects of the question. The neglect of 
Christian duties, the ignorance of Christian doctrines^, 
are constantly refeired to as being associated with the 
low tone which marked the Indian services. At the 
head of the new College at Fort William he placed a 
Frovost, and in his statutes for the institution he 
ordered that ‘ The Provost shall always be a clergy- 
man of the Church of England®.’ He directed that 
‘ The primary duties of the Provost shall be to receive 
the junior civil servants on their first arrival at Fort 
William, to superintend and regulate their general 
morals and conduct, to a 83 ist--them with his advice 
and admonition, and confirm them in the principles 
of the Christian religion, according to the doctiine, 
discipline, and lites of the Church of England.’ 

This was merely an example of what was with him 
a reasoned and deliberate policy. He felt the disgrace 
inflicted upon the English name by the neglect which 
had fallen on the observance of Christianity. He 
determined that as far as was possible he would wipe 
away the reproach. Thus he marked the Conquest 
of Mysore by a day of solemn thanksgiving. On 
February 6 , 1800, the Governor-General, the Chief 
Justice, the Commander-in-Chief (Sir Alured Clarke), 
the Members of Council, the Judges, and the public 
officers, civil and military, proceeded on foot to 
the New Church at Calcutta. The streets were 

* WenesJey Despatches, voL iv. p. 346. 

> Ibid.,p. 357- 
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lined with troops, and royal salutes were fii’ed during 
the procession and at the Te Deum. It was the first 
occasion on which any national recognition of Keligion 
had taken place : and it was marked by all the pomp 
and solemn dignity which the Governor-General could 
give it. Lord Wellesley was the first ruler of India 
to stand forth decisively as a Christian. 

His interest was not merely ceremonial. He pro- 
hibited the sacrificial exposition of children in the 
Ganges and prepared by an investigation for the- 
abolition of Sati by Lord William Bentinck. He 
made distinct eflTorts for the dissemination of Chris- 
tianity ; he caused the translation of the Bible into 
Bengali, Hindustani, Marfithi, Tamil, Persian, Chinese, 
and Malay ; he seriously endeavoured to bring the 
ecclesiastical establishment of the Company into rela- 
tion to the needs of their servants, and favoured the 
too long and shamefully delayed appointment of a 
Bishop. At the same time no one could more clearly 
express disapproval of secular endeavours to enforce 
Christianity. A strong letter of April 6, 1804, to the 
Governor of Ceylon, expresses with imqnestionable 
wisdom the lines on which it was incumbent on a 
British Government to act, giving complete and un- 
fettered toleration to all religions of the land. In 
him, for the first time, English and natives alike saw 
a ruler who did not leave the profession of his faith 
altogether out of count in his public policy, or justify 
the sarcasm of Burke that Englishmen were unbaptized 
during their voyage to India. When the proposals 
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for the increase of the Church Establishment came 
before Parliament in 1813, he revie-wed his own con- 
duct with dignity and pride. He ‘thought that a 
Christian Governor could not have done less, and 
knew that a British Governor ought not to do more.’ 

As Lord Wellesley was the first British ruler 
seriously to consider the questions of education and 
religion, so he was the first to definitely design a 
system of defence for the Empire which the Company 
had now come to rule. His defensive measures fall 
naturally under two divisions — those which foim 
part of his external policy and those which are related 
to the internal administration. 

In theory, and still with some amount of practical 
truth, the British power, like all other powers in 
India, owed respect if not homage to the Imperial 
name The Mughal Shtlh 'Aldm, so long the servant 
of Sindhia, the most aspiiing and powerful of the 
Mardthds, was the only representative of an universal 
power that still lingered in the land. To him every 
prince professed obedience, and from him alone all 
dignities flowed ; the greatest sovereigns of the 
land, with whom the English wan-ed and treated as 
independent rulers, were merely his officers. Senti- 
ment and the force of custom gave him, even in his 
degradation, an appreciable force in the political 
movements of the age. All was still done in his 
name: his sanction conferred on others the power 
which he could not wield himself. 

* See Sindhia (by H. G. Keene) in this Series. 
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It was not until the Maifithd war that Wellesley 
was brought into immediate relations with the un- 
happy prince, who still lived, blinded and old, under 
Mardthfi influence and guarded by the force of Perron 
and Bourquin, at Delhi. In July, 1803, the Qovemor- 
Genei-al sent instractions to General Lake to obtain 
constant information as to the condition of affairs at 
Delhi, and when that city should, in the course of the 
war, be occupied by the British troops, to pay to the 
aged monarch every attention, respect and reverence 
which should assure him of the Company’s consider- 
ation and support. Writing to the Secret Committee 
a year later he dwelt upon the danger of allowing 
the French to re-establish their footing — as it seemed 
probable they might — under the shadow of the Im- 
perial pretensions, and he mged the importance of 
placing Shdh 'AMm at once under British protection. 
When the defeat and surrender of Bourquin placed 
Delhi in the hands of Lake, the Mughal was treated 
with every consideration, and, by an arrangement 
notified to the Company on June 2, 1805, he was 
established, with substantial provision for his dignity 
and comfort, under British protection. This recog- 
nition (though somewhat tardy perhaps) of the 
importance of the Mughal name may be regarded as 
a measure of defence for the whole dominion of the 
Company, by connecting it in terms of alliance and 
protection with the one authority which had claim 
to recognition throughout India. 

Relations with the great powers of the East must 
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form an essential part of any scheme of defence for 
our Indian Empire. Wellesley followed up his policy 
in Oudh and strengthened his position against Zeradn 
Shdh hj’^ entering into alliance with Persia. 

As early as February, 1799, he stated his vioAVS on 
the subject to the Governor of Pomhay, and six 
months later ho sent Captain Malcolm, whoso ability 
and knowledge ho had already recognised, as a special 
emmy to Teheran. The mission was entirolj’' successful : 
a political alliance Avas formed which not only sorsmd 
to dwort Zemiln Shdh by an attack on his torritoiy, 
hut also secured to England an ally against France 
and Kussia in the event of the invasion which the Czar 
Paul I was known to contemplate. A commercial 
treaty, by which the Persian ports wore opened to the 
settlement and trade of British merchants, was also of 
considerable value. WcUesloy wrote to the Diroctora : 
‘ A firm and intimate connection has now been estab- 
lished between the British Government and a State, 
the resources of Avhich are capable of aiding in an 
essential manner the hostile views of the enemies of 
the British nation against our Eastern possessions h’ 
The relations thus begun wore continued dming 
WeUesloy’s Foreign Secretaryship (after his return 
to England) by the mission of Sir Gore Ouseley in 
1811. 

But it was not only from the North that invasion 
was feared. During the earlier part of Wellesley’s 
administration there was considerable reason to believe 

t 
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•that the French, if successful in Egypt, would attempt 
to recover their foothold in Southern India. Welles- 
ley met this danger not merely by the war with Tipu 
and the treaties with the princes of the South, but by 
active intervention in the Egyptian campaign. In 
February, i8oi, he sent an expedition to the Red Sea 
under the command of General Baird, and wrote to 
the Shorif of Mecca, the Imfim of Seima, and the 
Sultdn of Aden, calKng upon them to join in expell- 
ing the French from the East. The expedition is 
interesting not for its results, which wei-e trivial, hut 
as showing the -width of Wellesley’s schemes, and the 
daring character of the statesman who, hedged by 
difficulties in the East, was not content with the defen- 
sive — ^for which an exhausted treasury might plead 
— or even with an active policy -within the vast 
peninsula which he dominated, but took the offensive, 
and mingled in what was in reality an European 
war, by calling in the tributary East to redress the 
threatened balance of the West. 

This movement was part, indeed, of a more extended 
policy. Wellesley had projects that included the 
Cape, the Isle of Bourbon, the Mauritius, the Philip- 
pine Islands, Ceylon. The Cape, he saw, was an 
‘outpost of India,' and he required it to assist not 
only in defence but in defiance. The naval force of 
the French islands inflicted a constant series of losses 
upon British trade. In Eebruaiy, i8oj, Wellesley 
stated that British property worth over two millions 
had been carried into Port St. Louis since the beginning 
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of tbc war. Ho planned the capture of the MauritiuB, 
and would have placed the island in direct relation 
to the Indian defences. Everything here depended 
upon the swiftness of the action ; and Admiral 
Kninicr, a martinet of the most pedantic school, who 
had already, on another occasion, acted without 
^Ycllcslc3’’B orders in such a manner ns seriously to 
emhorrass his schemes, now refused to move without 
the express command of the King in the usual form. 
Wellesley’s letter to the Admiral ’ is n masterpiece of 
indignant and sarcastic rhetoric. One passage wll 
sufiicc for example: — 

‘ If no nd\Tuitagc can ever he taken of the tempomrj’ or 
accidental weakness of the enemy’s possessions in India, 
without cxjircES orders from England, signified through the 
usual otTicial channels, not only to the Government of India 
hut to the commanders of his Majesty’s land and sea forces, 
it is evident that opportunities of reducing the enemy’s 
power and resources must frequently he lost without the 
hope of rccoverj', hy reference for formal commands to the 
source of sovereign authority at home. In the present 
instance an extraordinarj’ and fortunate accident had dis- 
closed to me the weak and almost defenecless state of the 
most important possessions remaining to Franco in this 
quarter of the glolic. In my judgement I should have failed 
in my duty towards my king aud country, if I had waited 
for his Majesty’s express commands, or for his orders, signi- 
fied through the official channels estahlished hy Parliament 
for the government of India, before I had proceeded to take 
the necessary steps for availing myself of the critical posture 

• The correspondence is printed in 'WtV.tf.ey JJapatclies, iL App. Q. . 
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of the French intei'esta ■ndthin the reach of the force entrusted 
to my control. Tlio arduous powers vested in me by Parlia- 
ment are sufficient to render my opinion in India a substi- 
tute for the occasional and unavoidable defect of precise and 
express commands from the sovereign authority of tlie British 
Empire. 

‘ In the exercise of this discretion I am subject to a severe 
responsibility; but wherever it appears to me to be my duty to 
exercise my discretion and to apply for the assistance of his 
Jfajesty's naval force in the prosecution of my endeavours 
against the common enemy, I conceive that his Majesty’s 
naval commander is not only justified in complying with my 
application hut absolutely required to aid me, unless the 
condition of his ships shall preclude their co-operation, of 
unless, in his conscientious judgement, the attempt which 
I propose may appear to be impracticable or dangerous to the 
public semce. The want of his Majesty’s express commands 
will never be received either by his Majesty, or by the 
public, as an admissible justification of the conduct of any 
public officer for declining to co-operate against the enemy in 
an attack which appears to be practicable and which promises 
advantage to the general cause.’ 

To this he adds the curt dictum 'If the principle 
which your Excellency has adopted had governed my 
conduct, the conquest of Mysore would not have been 
achieved.’ 

Foiled in a venture which had seemed to promise 
80 favourably, Wellesley was still ui^ent and insistent 
on the necessity of securing Ceylon. He regarded it 
as the bulwark of India, and chafed at the divided 
control which again stood in the way of the full use 
of its resources. It was intolerable that here, again, 
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King nnd Company, Governor and Governor-General 
slionld be at odds. Nor was Mr. Frederick North, 
Governor of Ceylon (whose name siifTicientl}’- explains 
his appointment), the most sensible of men. In a 
terse and \'igorous letter te Dundas (^lay lo, i8oi) 
Wollc.ricy argued slrongl}’ in favour of formally 
annexing the island to the CrovTi, and placing it 
definitely under the control of the central power at 
Calcutta. Two principle^?, he said, arc essential to the 
permanent cfiicioncy of our Indian government — that 
every part, continental or insular, should be subject 
to the general control of one undivided authority; 
and that the constitution of each part should bo alike, 
and subordinate lo the authorit}’ which the Crown 
alone could confer. Hero again his wishes were 
disregarded. Ceylon was wholly removed from the 
authority of tlio Company on J.anuary i, 1802. The 
difficulties (especially at a time of war within and 
without the island) were by this step increased rather 
than diminished ; and in a letter to Lord Hobart 
(November 30, 1S03) 'Wcllcsle}’ recorded them with a 
new demand that the island should bo placed under 
the control of the Governor-General. 

Happil}’ Wellesley was not always so hampered ns 
in the cases we have last considered. Even in 
external policy ho could occasionally act boldly 
and at once. By the peace of Amiens the French 
possessions in India were to bo restored, and a fleet 
set out to take possession and to re-establish their 
military power. At a time when a large French 
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force under M. Perron was in existence in the NortH 
of India, and when the utmost efforts had been 
directed for years to the complete banishment of 
French influence from the whole peninsula, it was 
intolerable to Wellesley that the settlement should 
again be legally established. He boldly decided to 
refuse the restoration of territory, and insfructed Lord 
Clive to decline to surrender Pondicherry and the 
other forts xmtil the arrival of further instructions. 
The French General did not venture on an attack. 
The fleet sailed back to Mauritius ; and the renewal of 
war within six months justified the prescience of the 
Governor-General. His promptness also in the occu- 
pation of the Portuguese and Dutch settlements of 
Goa and Serampur was a characteristic incident in 
this policy of security by external action. 

Wellesley also planned, with the aid of his brother 
Arthur and other chief officers, a more systematic 
military defence than had yet been designed. The 
pretensions of the English power in India wore really 
out of all proportion to its military strength. Again 
and again a combination of enemies might have 
brought about disaster and even ruin. But fortune 
favoured the audacity of the ruler. He was not 
himself blind to the weakness of the position. He 
constantly demanded more men from home, more 
officers, more ordnance. 

In January, 1800, General Stewart, than whom 
no man was better qualified to speak from experience, 
drew up a minute on the general question of the 
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defence of India, -whicli he submitted to Dundas on 
his return to England in the following year. 

He dwelt first upon the absolute necessity of secure 
ing the coast line. Commerce had brought us to the 
land, and commerce alone was our true cause for 
remaining there. The allurements of conquest led us 
to the interior ; hut wisdom by no means accompanied 
each step. Near the sea our establishments were 
safer, our support more secure, our armies better 
provided. Danger within might after all be regarded 
as slight. ‘ From the great superiority which we 
possess in courage and science, our dangers from the 
nations of India will never probably be imminent.’ 
But the tide of mvasion from the North is checked, 
not ended. The way of Alexander stiU lies open, and 
the wild races of the North lack only a leader to 
pour again over the plains of Hindustfin. France 
is a still more pressing danger. The French are more 
popular in India — and ever have been — than we. 
Frenchmen are always favourably received by the 
native princes. The court of the Nizdm bore witness 
to the weight and power that they so easily acquired. 
By the instrument of force, and the agency of fear 
alone did we expel them from HaidardbSd, and any 
opportunity to return there or elsewhere would at 
once he taken. From this general statement — that an 
external not an internal foe is to bo feared — General 
Stewai-t passes to a detailed examination of the 
defences of the British dominions. Ceylon should 
he secured and strongly fortified. Bengal with its 
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dangerous river and its strong fortress is safe on every 
side but the North, Foictifications on the frontiers 
are necessary, os the northern tribes are ignorant of 
the art of sieges. Madras must be protected by a 
strong force. But it is on the West that danger is 
more to be feared. There the sea-coast is largely in 
Martithfi hands. That way commerce lies. And if 
the French were now to land in Surat, our trade would 
receive a fatal blow ; if in Gujarat, and in alliance 
with the Mar^th^s, they would be even more formid- 
able than in Bengal. The decision at which he arrives 
is the necessity for obtaining control of Gujardt, as 
a security against North and West alike, a new 
trading centre and a country easy to defend. This 
control, it may be added, was happily obtained in 
1 80a, through a treaty with the Gfiekwfir won by the 
tact and firmness of Major Walker. 

The North-West frontier had been an earlier object 
of Wellesley’s care. In October, 1798, Sir James 
Craig, who had been employed in various missions, 
diplomatic and military, supplied a full report on the 
condition of that district in view of the danger of an 
invasion from the North. He ^presented Oudh as 
being entirely unfortified. ‘ Except Allahfib^d, which 
hardly yet deserves the name, there is not a single 
fortress or place of strength in the whole country.’ 
In this condition of afiairs an alliance with the 
Marithls seemed essential to security: with their 
aid the northern frontier might be pushed forward, 
and mutual defence would be a guarantee of its 
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safety. But still a force of twenty thousand men, 
besides the garrison of Allahdhfid, would be needed. 
Then alliance through the Mar^thds with the Sikhs 
and Edjputs would strengthen our power and increase 
our security. 

When we turn from schemes puch as these to 
note the actual number of British troops in India 
at the time, we receive a shock of surprise. Doubt- 
less few even of the higher officers were aware how 
miserably inadequate was our fighting power : happUy 
our enemies were in ignorance still more complete. 
It is certain, from reports prepared for the Governor- 
General, that the European force under his command 
at no time exceeded 1 4,000 men of all arms And 
of the supplies and equipments of the troops, native 
and British, another letter of Sir James Craig gives 
a description which may be taken without demur 
to apply much more widely than to the district of 
which it made report. ‘ Our stores,’ he says, ‘ are 
utterly incompetent to any forward move, such as I 
have ventured to suggest as justifiable if co-operation 
with the Mardthfis can be purchased by it. Our 
proportion of musket ammunition is 120 rounds per 
man, and that for the small anus of the cavalry is 
40 ; with this I most certainly would not venture to 
stir a step from the Ganges, and how we are to get 
up more, in the time in which I think it is probable 
that it may be requisite for us to do so, I know not. 
. . . For our artillery we have 300 rounds, but that 

^ WeUe^ey Despatches, toI. L p. 303. 
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is, if possible, still less equal to what we ought to 
have, at least in a dep6t, to which we could have a 
much more ready access than we have to Ohunar or 
Allahdbfid. The latter should be our grand dep6t 
in which should be lodged a quantity of stores of 
every species, equal to every possible emergency; 
while a field depdt, fed continually from it, should 
move successively from post to post as we advance, 
and be always at hand to renew our deficiencies. 
Upon the whole, do not, my Lord,’ he concludes, ‘con- 
sider it as presumption if I say that I feel a great 
deal more arrangement to be necessary than appears 
to me to occur to others as such. It is an easy thing 
to put the whole upon the issue of one battle, and 
unfortunately it is the mode which is attended with 
the least trouble.’ 

If this description should be, as it may well be, 
typical, it will not be felt that Wellesley exaggerated 
the needs of the British settlement when he wrote 
to Dundas on July 13, 1800. The letter is one of 
his most carefully written statements ; practical, 
detailed, clear, and eminently characteristic of the 
mind which planned with such precision the methods 
and the means by which alone great successes could 
be assured. The necessities of conquest, he points 
out, require an increased military force ; if danger 
from some quarters is diminished, still the tenitory 
to be defended has expanded. The number of British 
troops should always be proportionate to that of the 
native forces, the sepoys, and irregular cavalry. It 
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had been unavoidably necessary to increase the Indian 
army. The British troops, on the other hand, had 
received the scantiest accessions, not sufficient indeed 
to fill the ranks thinned by "war and sickness. The 
Madras regiments (King’s troops) instead of being 
1,200 strong -were sunk to an average of 500 men 
fit for duty. It appeared that the whole number of 
the King’s infantry was not over 11,000 men, the 
deficiencies amounting to over 8,000. With the 
Company’s troops the total might rise to 14,000. 
But the average of sick was extremely high and the 
total number of Europeans ready for active service 
would not exceed 10,500. That this at that time 
was utterly inadequate for the defence of the whole 
territory of the Company needs no proof ; nor can 
Wellesley he said to have exaggerated the needs of 
defence when he stated them at 30,000 men. The 
whole of this infantry should he King’s troops. Again 
we have brought before us the importance of the 
undivided control of the Crown. The Company’s 
troops, on the other hand, should be transferred as 
far as possible to the artillery, to fill some of the 
woful gaps in the ranks. 

Dundas’s reply, written six months later, illustrates 
most pointedly the obstacles against which the Indian 
rulers had to fight. Lack of money is the burden of 
it all — no money to pay troops or to discharge debts. 
To this he adds doubt of Wellesley’s accuracy and 
denial of the needs of an expanded Empire. The 
strength of the enemy, not the extent of our posses- 
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sions, should he the measure of our military force. 
There is much more, and in detail, in the same strain, 
all sensible and sound ar^mont from the standpoint 
of the civilian and the banker. ‘ My present creed 
with regard to India is that nothing new is to be 
attempted without weighing well every rupee it 
will cost/ Tins was indeed attempting to govern 
great nations on the maxims of the counter. It was 
easy to write, at Wimbledon or Whitehall, that no 
aggression must bo allowed. But the very life of the 
young Indian Empire — for Empire it had become — 
depended on its growth. This all Governor-Generals 
sooner or later were forced to recognise. The expan- 
sion could not be checked. Territory fell into their 
hands as ripe fruit falls from the tree when the winds 
blow. With means ridiculously inadequate there bad 
been achievements beyond all hope. It was difficult 
enough to keep pace with the expansion, yet fatal 
— if it were possible — to lag behind. 

But the Directors were blind to the military needs. 
They actually sent a peremptory order to reduce the 
military forces in India at the end of the year i8ot 
a step so markedly condemnatory of the Governor- 
General’s action that he dwelt upon it with peculiar 
feeling in his letter to Addington announcing his 
resignation. It was impossible to comply with the 
order without endangering the conquests that had 
already been made and entering upon the MarfithS 
war with forces utterly inadequate. Wellesley there- 

’ Wellesley Despatches, rol. iii, Introdnction. 
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foro suspended the orders of the Court ; and the 
course of events made it impossible for them ever to 
bo can-icd out. He gave bitter expression to bis 
disgust: — 

‘ The nugmentntlon lind been made under my express 
authority after the fullest deliberation and after consulting 
nil the most experienced officers in India. Tlie principle of 
these augmentations of the army is directly condemned by 
the Court. Tlie increased force is stated to be unnecessary 
and to have been raised in an objectionable mode, and no 
option is left to my discretion with regard to the reduction 
enjoined. This order cannot admit of any other construction 
than that the Court of Directors has judged me to have been 
either ignorant of the force necessary for the preservation of 
the Empire founded in the Peninsula in the year 1799, or to 
have negligently or wickedly' increased the army at Madras 
and Bombay without adequate necessity^.’ 

Itmay'-be asserted that Wellesley greatly exaggerated 
the needs of our defensive establishment. But he 
had the assent of his temperate and keen-sighted 
brother, a man who estimated as no other English 
general did, alike the possibilities and the limits of 
what a small force could do. Arthur Wellesley wrote 
constantly' on the subject, and returned to it long 
after he had left India. Writing, for instance, from 
Elvas in March, 1812, to Dundas, now Lord Melville, 
he expressed views similar to those held by his 
brother ten years before. The sum of his recommen- 
dations was that the European army in the East 


* WtUtsiey Despatches, vol. iii. p. iv. 
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oaght to be the King’s, the Native army the Com- 
pany’s, so long as the Company should continue to 
he sovereign of the countiy. The Crovm should 
name both Governor and Commander-in-Chief, as thus 
disputes between them would be less likely to arise. 
‘ All authority, civil and military, must be vested by 
the law in the Governor in Council. The law must 
recognise no other authority in the State.’ He adds 
significantly, ‘ the Directors must be prevented from 
meddling with or peddling in the discipHne of the 
army. It is a matter of too serious consequence to 
be allowed to be jobbed at the India House.’ 

The persistency of Wellesley was, after all, not 
without results : and indeed the English ministers 
begail to see the necessity for a largely increased 
force. Castlereagh, in 1804, wrote that he had always 
been anxious to increase the army, particularly the 
European army! A considerable increase, indeed, 
was made, but not in the English troops. During 
Wellesley's rule the Bengal infantry was raised from 
twenty-eight to fifty-four battalions, the Bombay 
from twelve to eighteen, the Madras from thirty to 
fifty; with a proportionate increase in the Company’s 
cavaliy and artilleiy. While the English troops in 
India were largely increased, the Company’s English 
infantry was practically dissolved, only one regiment 
remaining for each Presidency. 

’ Indin OfSco MSS, contain a volume of Cafit]ere.igh’B licttors on 
the condition of the European Army, 1803-1805 (MS. list of 
Eecords, No. 3, 146, vol. lao). 
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Thus stops were taken towards the accomplishment 
of Wellesley’s two chief aims, the increase of the 
army and its adequate control under one authority. 
But the great danger of a disproportionate number of 
Sepoys was loft unheeded, until fifty years later 
WeUesley’s warning was terribly enforced by the 
Mutiny. 



CHAPTER VII 


Finance : Trade : Quarrels witu the Directors 

For tho chief servant of a trading^ company the 
control of finance, it might seem, would ?Je the inain 
duty if not tho main interest. But Wellesley, though 
a sound and sagacious man of business, was not a 
bom financier. He possessed the power of choosing 
good instruments, of judging good wmrk, of detecting 
flaws in a system submitted to him, which belong 
to great men and which enables them to supervise 
with w’isdoro even where they cannot create with 
originality. Wellesley was a statesman first, then 
a soldier, diplomatist, financier. But in each of these 
fields he more than held his own with the ablest of 
his day. 

At home the Company still felt itself to be mainly 
a great trading concern. Political interests and 
wider views of statesmanship and of empire were 
growing, veiy gradually, in the Court during 
WeUesley’s administration ; but to the last there 
was always — there could not fail to be — an eye to 
the dividends. The days were passed when with a 
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revenue of a million and a half there was a doht of 
over three millions, while the Company paid twelve 
and a half per cent, dividend and applied to Parlia- 
ment to help them to keep it np. The Government 
control and the renewed charter made the dificrcnco 
hetween 1773 '79^* desire of the 

shareholders was to be traders, not sovereigns. A 
good income and a good opening for their sons and 
kinsfolk — payment and patronage — these were the 
points on which directors and proprietors fixed their 
eager gaze. lie was a good governor who made a 
good dividend and found places for the scions of 
comfortable stockholder ; and ho was a far way 
towards the Court’s displeasure who increased arma- 
ments, overran territory, and promoted on his own 
choice. 

Wellesley, immediately on his arrival in India, set 
himself to obtain a clear view of the financial con- 
dition of the three Presidencies. In his minute of 
Juno 12, 179}!, ho stated that ho had doterrained to 
rc\nsc all the public establishments, with the assist- 
ance of a committee, of which Mr. H. St. George 
Tucker, a young Bengal civilian, was to be secrotar3^ 
The condition of affairs is thus summarised in Sir 
Arthur Wellesley’s memorandum ; — 

‘ Tlic Compiuiy were found to have n revenue of £8,059,880, 
u sum less than that which thej’ had hecn found to have in 
1793 at the renewal of their charter, hy £165,748. Tlie 
debt amounted to £10,866,588, having incrensed since 1793; 
and the interest was annually £746,933, hawng increased 

K 
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since 1 793. The total amount of the charges of the Government 
in India, including the interest of the debt, -was £8,178,626 ; 
and the deficiency of the revenues, in comparison uith the 
charges, at a time of profound peace, in India, was £322,530. 
At the same time the Company’s credit was at the lowest 
ebb. Money could not be borrowed in Bengal at 12 per 
cent, interest; the Company's bonds and securities at that 
rate were circulated at such a discount, as well at that 
Presidency as at Madras and Bombay, as to amount to nearly 
a stagnation ; and with this great war in expectation, the 
Company's financial servants were entirely at a loss to find 
the means for supporting and carrying on the ordinary 
operations of the government in time of peace 

But the new Governor-General managed to inspire 
an entirely new spirit into the money market, 

‘ Bankers and merchants,’ says Mr. Torrens, ‘ took 
courage from the spectacle of an improved vigour in 
all branches of the administration, and lent the 
Government large sums of money where a few 
months before they would not discount Treasury 
Bills at less than usurious interest^.’ And the 
improvement thus begun continued, in spite of the 
enormous drains on the resources of the Empire, 
throughout the whole of Wellesley’s rule. In their 
report of January 28 , 1800®, the Governor-General 
and Council were able to announce that the state of 
public credit was more favourable than it had evei" 
been during the preceding three years, ‘ the discount 

• Owon, Scledions from WeUesXty JJespaUJies, p. lixlv. 

• ifarquess Wellesley, p. i8o. 

’ Wellesley Despatches, ii. 185-193. 
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1)oing tins dny on eight per cents, about five per 
cent., and on six per cents, about thirteen and a half 
per cent’ TJic Directors had sent a large quantity of 
bullion to India %vhich had inatcrinlly lightened the 
tinancial pre.ssuro and increased the feeluig of security 
so essential to a prosperous conduct of mercantile 
operations. In lilurch of the same year, Wellesley 
announced a steady improvement, showing progres- 
sive prosperity. The debt was becoming more 
manageable and the rate of interest was sinking. 
Govei-nmcnt loans were much more readily taken up 
and on nrorc favourable terms. The control of the 
finances was placed under Air. Tucker, in whose 
hands the whole system was greatly improved and 
the terrors of the debt were greatly diminished. In 
July, ido3, Wellesley wrote to Castlcrcagh, when 
e.xaggcraled fears had been expressed ; — 

' Tlic proportion wliich the Indian debt now bears to our 
annual revenues, the reduction cfTccted in tbc rate of 
interest upon public loans since tbc year 1798, tbc amount 
and opci-ntion of tbc sinking fund cstablisbcd in India, tbc 
present liigb credit of all securities of government, and tbc 
tlourisbing and progressive cbaractcr of ovciy brnnoli of our 
resources must satisfy your lordsbip Ibat exaggerated appre- 
bensions Imve been disseminated with respect to tbe magni- 
tude and pressure of tbc debt in India; and that its existence 
cannot be considered to form tbc principal object of danger 
to India in a season of war with France.’ 

Again, in July, 1804, ‘public credit continues to 

' WcUc^ey Dcspatcho, iii. 194. 
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improve/ ixiterest is being reduced and the debt is 
being dischnrged- 

Mr. Tucker resigned his post in 1804, but not 
before he had elaborated a plan for the creation of a 
general Bank at Calcutta, In a letter of -which a 
copy exists in the Fisher Papers at the India Office \ 
he sketches both the provisional arrangements pre- 
paratory to its estabh'shment, and the scheme on 
-which it should be -worked. He names as its chief 
advantages the issue of loans in specie at moderate 
interest to merchants who cannot get loans elsewhere 
save at exorbitant rates, and the issue of a smaller 
paper currency than that afforded by the Treasury 
Bibs 2. 

Connected with the question of finance -was that of 
Private Trade'. The monopoly which the Company 
had guarded so jealously was restricted at the 
renewal of the Charter in 1793 ; 3,000 tons of freight 
were assigned to private traders. But it was clear 
that this would not suffice for the great increase of 
commerce. As a matter of fact the tonnage occupied 
with Bengal private goods reached over 6,oco tons in 
1798-9, and over 7,000 in 1799-1800. The Company 

‘ Fisher Tapers, S05 (1390). 

^ An interestingacconnt of the femndation of the Bank of Bengal, 
nTitten bj- Mr. Tucker in 1838, 'trill be found in the Mrmoirs of 
Indian Gotcmmtnl, published from bis papery pp. 401 sqq. 

’ The chief documents on this subject are printed in a special 
supplement to voL v. of the Wenesley IkspatdKs. There are also 
in the India Office Miscellaneous Eecords, xtix, a mass of docu- 
ments and memoranda, notes from Bitt, letters to and from 
Bundas, Itc. 
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kept Tip its strong opposition to private trade in an}' 
form, Avhilst the Government endeavoured in a modi- 
fied ^Yay to encourage it. Dundns, writing in 1 797, 
pointed out to the London shiplmildcrs that already 
a great share of the produce of Lidia was brought to 
England by other cliannels than those of the Com- 
pany, and was brought to other ports than those of 
Great Lritain, and that the encouragement of India- 
Iniilt ships would tell in favour of and not against 
British interests. As to the error of those who would 
prohibit the coming to England of India-built 
shipping, he wToto: — 

' Tlicy conceive that the prohiltition of Indin-huill ships 
coining to Great Britain would make a proportionate degree 
of room for the shipping of the East India Company. It 
would have no sucli effect. It would have no other effect 
than that which it always has had, of driving those ships 
with their cargoes into foreign ports, and thereby’ establish- 
ing in foreign countries an Asiatic comnierco founded on 
British cajiital, which by a contrary policy ought, in the first 
place, to centre in the River Thames and bo from thence 
re-exported for the Bup])ty of other European nations. They 
are not aware of another essential jioiut ; such n prohibition 
would very rapidly injure the regular trade of the East India 
Company itself, for in consequence of the trade being canoed 
on, to which I have last referred, foreign nations would be 
supplied with their assortmentB of Indian produce and 
manufacture, without having recourse for that piuposo to 
Lcadenhall Street, and in proportion as that mode of supply- 
ing themselves increased, exactly in the same proportion 
would the regular trade and the regular shipping in the 


* WtUoU’j Dcfpatclies, X. jjg. 
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employment of the East India Company decrease. The decrease 
of British shipping \rould not be the only consequence, the 
loss of commission and other consequences of British agency 
being employed in providing assortments for foreign countries, 
w^ould also be withdrawn from the national capital,’ 

Wellesley, there seems reason to believe, was well 
read in Adam Smith, and his policy set, within the 
limited lines which his obligations to the Company 
allowed, in the direction of free trade. No one was 
bold enough to propose the abolition of the mono- 
poly. Arthur Wellesley had already entered into the 
controversy on the subject. He accepted the quaint 
assertion, which appears to have been taken as an 
axiom by writers of the time, that it was entirely 
unwise to encom-age free emigi’ation of Englishmen 
to India, because the race would be deteriorated and 
the natives would by ‘ an unrestrained intercourse ’ 
lose their respect for the British name and character. 
But he declared that the Company’s charge for 
freight, due to the cost of their expensive British 
ships, was so excessive that it discouraged trade, 
while at the same time the Company’s own commerce 
was actually earned on at a loss. He still adhered 
to the principle of monopoly, and thought that the 
high duty on Indian sugar should be kept up, lest the 
West Indian islands should be annihilated. 'I con- 
clude,’ he wrote, ‘that it is not advisable to throw 
open the trade, but that the Company ought to 
furnish private traders with the quantity of tonnage 
they might require at the lowest rate at which it 
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could be got ; that the import of Bengal articles 
ought to be as free for private traders as for the 
Company, and the export of British produce (military 
stores excepted) ought to be the same.' 

But Dundas told the Directors in April, 1800, that 
‘ two material cii'cumstances attended the monopoly 
— first, that the exportable produce of India exceeds 
what at present the capital of the East India Com- 
pany is capable of embracing; second, that the 
monopoly of the East India Company does not rest 
on principles of Colonial exclusion, for the trade to 
and fi.'om India is open to the subjects of other 
countries in unity with Great Britain.’ Was then 
the remainder of Indian commerce, which the Com- 
pany were unable to undertake, to be absorbed by 
foreigners or by British subjects % It was clear, both 
politically and commercially, that the latter should 
be preferred. And it was equally clear that the best 
method of transit was by India-buHt shippiog. The 
clause in the Act of 1793, which restricted private 
trade to 3,000 tons, should be repealed, and British 
subjects in India should be freely allowed to bring 
home their funds in the shipping of the country. 
The fortunes and capital created in India should be 
transpoiiied in the manner most beneficial to the 
owners and to the nation, instead of being ‘trans- 
ferred through the medium of conveyance by for- 
eigners and thereby adding to the wealth, capital, 
and navigation of foreign countries.’ 

These views were cordially accepted by WeUesley. 
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A letter of Mr. Udny, an eminent member of the 
Bengal Council, to the Governor- General, written 
probably at bis o^m suggestion, showed a reason for 
welcoming an extension of liberty to British subjects 
in the rapidity and success of the commercial 
operations of the Americans, 

‘ Under the present system of things the Americans hid 
fair to exclude us from the market for sugar in Europe , . . 
It is impossihle that British merchants can, under the present 
order of things, cope successfully with snoh alert rivals. 
Every consideration of benefit to British individuals and of 
advantage to the British nation, calls for speedy measures of 
reform respecting the trade of India, to which the scarcity of 
English shipping available here this season seems now more 
particularly to invite.’ 

Everything was tending in the direction of free 
trade ; but the tendency was slow, and the Directors 
still bitterly opposed concession. They appealed to 
the legislative monopoly, formally renewed for twenty 
years in 1793, and one of them actually used the 
argument that free trade with India would depo- 
pulate Great Britain. ‘ The second point which 
I strongly hold,’ wrote Mr. Grant, ‘is that an un- 
limited intercourse between Great Britain and India, 
such as subsists between Britain and her American 
colonies, would thin this country of inhabitants and 
fill our Eastern possessions with eager adventurers, 
even from aU parts of Europe, who would vex, 
harass, and perplex the weak natives, and finally 
endanger if not occasion the overthrow of our 
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dominions in the East.’ ‘ Free trade,’ cried the Com- 
pany, ‘cannot bo permitted -without being followed 
by a general intercourse, nor that without hazard to 
our political power in the East.’ 

It is needless to say that such absurd speculations did 
not enter the sober brain of Wellesley himself. The 
clearest expression of his policy is to bo found in a 
letter to the Court of Directors, dated September 30 , 
1 800 . Tlio employment of India-built ships was no 
longer a matter of expediency but of necessity, in 
order to convey the Compan3'’8 own articles to Europe. 
He therefore adopted the plan of hiring ships on behalf 
of the Company, and reletting them to the proprietors 
of ships; leaving the proprietors of ships and the 
merchants at liberty to settle the terms of freight. 
Ho had no doubt that if British merchants in India 
were permitted to provide their own tonnage as they 
needed it, they would soon acquire the whole of the 
private export trade from India to Europe, and would 
render London the universal mart for the produce of 
Asia. The expansion of private trade would be an 
enormous benefit to India and to England. Only the 
surplus which the Company could not control would 
be absorbed in this way; for the Company would 
never bo assailed in its most important articles of 
investment, piece goods and raw sUk, for the long- 
standing position in India and the exceptional privi- 
leges granted by different states, as well as the 
restriction on all trades by means of licences, would 
* Letter given in WeSesIey Dapaichts, vol. v. p. 136. 
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preserve its supremacy in all that vras essential to 
its commerce. Wellesley’s vie-ws Tvere supported by 
Castlereagh and Dundas, and the mercantile interest 
in England was -n-hoUy in his faroar. But the 
bitterness of the Company and of the British ship- 
builders was in no way mollified. Here, then, in 
another point which they deemed vital, the Directors 
were at variance with their Governor-General. 

The quarrel was not confined to matters of magni- 
tude, to imperial policy or commercial freedom. The 
peddling interests of patronage and penuriousness 
wei-6 at stake. 

The patronage of the Governor-General was a 
point which such a man as Wellesley would naturally 
regard as essential to his dignity and > authority. 
Proud and self-contained, he delighted in respon- 
sibility. He was a keen and just judge of men, abso- 
lutely and unswervingly honourable, scorning the 
faintest suspicion of favouritism or influence. It is dear 
from many passages in his correspondence that he 
regarded the patronage in his hands, with an almost 
strained scrupulousness, as a trust of the most sacred 
kind and of the most far-reaching consequence. He 
resented like a blow the control which the Directors 
from time to time asserted. Here more than any- 
where he felt the difference of standpoint from which 
he and they regarded their duties and their connec- 
tion. Personal interest never swayed the balance of 
his judgement by an hair’s breadth ; but with men at 
home, who had no personal contact with the dangers 
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and responsibilities of tho East, it vras only too clear 
that private and family claims would weigh heavily. 

Tlie patronage in the hands of tho Governor- 
General made him the recipient of a number of 
curious and instructive letters, which Wellesley 
appears to have preserved with a sardonic thought of 
their future publication. Dundas, who tried his best 
to colonize India with Scotsmen, was not slow in 
making known bis wishes to the Governor-General. 
There was ilr. Graeme, whoso ‘ father is a friend of 
Sir H. Mildmay, and is a member of tho corporation 
of Winchester, which place Sir H. intends to repre- 
sent in the next Parliament,’ or Mr. George Suttie, 
who ‘is connected with several of my family by 
blood,’ and wliosc father, Sir George Suttie, ‘ was 
long a stead}" political friend of mine in Parliament,’ 
to be supported — and many another from Lord Castle- 
reagh or through personal friends. But to aU these 
there was but one answer ; and it came to be uni- 
versally recognised — as Sir John Maepherson (who 
had himself been Governor-General) wi-ote — that 
' merit and capacity to serve ’ were the only recom- 
mendations to which Wellesley paid attention. Even 
tho First Gentleman in Europe, who had not blushed 
to solicit the interest of the incorruptible Cornwallis, 
did not venture to make any application to Wellesley. 
The sagacity of the Governor-General was as great 
as his impartiality ; even Mr. Mill admits that he has 
seldom been surpassed in the skill with which he 
made choice of his instinments. 
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It was thus with a poignant disgust that Wellesley 
found the Directors insinuating suspicion of his 
appointments, censuring or rescinding them, and 
appointing men from England of inferior talents and 
untried capacity. They ordered the reduction of 
Arthur Wellesley’s allowance during his command in 
Mysore. The Governor-General regarded this, not 
unnaturally, as ‘ the most direct, marked and dis- 
gusting indignity that could be devised.’ They 
revoked the appointment of Colonel Kirkpatrick as 
political Secretary on grounds which were contra- 
dictory to their own past action. They ordered a 
gentleman, superannuated from another post, and 
inefficient for the duties, to be appointed acting 
President of the Board of Trade, thus passing over 
men alike his superiors and his seniors. But the 
most flagrant instance of all was the removal of the 
most eminent Madras civilian, Mr. Webbe, chief 
Secretary to Lord Clive, a man whose knowledge, 
probity, and sound judgement were renowned through- 
out British India. Mr. Webbe, wrote Wellesley 
bitterly, ^is not removed on account of any defi- 
ciency of talents, knowledge, assiduity or integrity, 
or on account of any excess of his power; but 
merely because he possesses a large share of the con- 
fidence of the Governor of Fort St. George, and 
because he adds to that crime the accumulated guilt 
of possessing an equal share of the confidence, respect, 
and esteem of the Governor-General.’ 

Beside such differences as these, minor matters pale : 
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but it was with no feeling of submission that Lord 
Wellesley learnt that his own personal expenses were 
keenly criticized. The now Government House which 
he caused to be built at Calcutta seemed to him a 
necessary expression of the dignity and magnificence 
of the great power now founded in the East. To the 
Director's it was an extravagance and a scandal. 
They caused minute enquiries to bo made as to its 
cost, counted up the figures with penurious appre- 
hension, wrote minutes and papers on it, and 
complained that ‘the Court had received no direct 
information b’ 

As a matter of fact the Court was always hesitating 
between a desire to recall so insubordinate a Gover- 
nor and a feeling that it would be impossible 
adequately to replace a man of genius. The Oudh 
afiairs, the appointment of Henry Wellesley, the 
College at Fort William, the Bassein treaty, the 
Mardthd war, the question of Private Trade, the 
expenses of the Government — these perpetually urged 
them to bo rid of their too powerful servant. In the 
mass of documents at the India Office there are 
hundreds of papers of charges against him on every 
kind of score. There may be mentioned as an 
example a paper of twenty-three pages of Iiistances 
whei'ein the Marquis Wellesley has not acted agree- 
able (sic) to the Court's Order's or the general I'ules of 
the Service in which the points chiefly dwelt upon 

* SoQ Fishor Papers, India Office MSS., 30a (ai86). 

’ Ibid., 303 (2187). 
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nro the acting witJiout communication with the 
Court, not obeying their orders, appointing militaiy 
officers to civii and diplomatic appointments, appoint- 
ing to the same persons not in tlie Company’s ser- 
vice, and the granting of large salaries and pensions. 
The cases of the College and of the appointment of 
Henry Wellesley are mentioned, and three papers 
dated April, 1804, are added on the negotiations at 
Poona in 1800, ‘carried on without reference to the 
Court.’ Tliero is also a more elaborate Nai'raiive of 
the Acte of Lord Wdlesley during hie Government'^, 
under the following heads: (i) Infraction of the 
constitutional authority and rights of the Council: (2) 
Acting in the greatest affairs without the previous 
sanction of the Government at home, when it might 
have been waited . for ; {3) Assumption of illegal 
powers ; (4) Extending the controlling powers of the 
Supremo Government over the Presidencies to aU 
the details of these Governments ; {5) Illegal appoint- 
ments and evasions of the law. These are charges 
which we might expect to be made against a Gover- 
nor who both felt his responsibilities and magnified 
his ofiice. ’That any illegal or even unconstitutional 
act was committed by Wellesley is certainly not 
proven, and is improbable in the b'ght of his general 
character. 

The cases of the delegation of powers in 1803 to 
General Wellesley and General Stewart were sub- 

* Ksher Papers, 301 (ai 8 $). The detnils are interesting, but the 
Paper is too iong for nnnlysis here. 
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niitted to counsel's opinion, and -were, it is true, 
declared illegal by Mr. E.3-dcr and Mr. Adam, But 
oven they displayed some timidity in approaching 
the political question, and it is doubtful if a lawyer 
to-day would uphold their judgement. But that 
Wellesley took a largo liberty of action in cases 
of urgencj'' would not bo denied, and indeed would 
probabl}' have been claimed by himself as the founda- 
tion and the necessary condition of his greatness. It 
was the iron}’^ of his position that a man born to 
command should be shackled by the anile pedantry 
and timorousness of Leadenhall Street. As an Oriental 
despot he might have conquered a continent and gone 
down to posterity -wdth Nadir Shfih or with Peter the 
Great. As the servant of a mercantile Company he 
could only walk in fetters and pine that he was not 
bom to set right a disjointed lime. 

On January' i, 1802, he wrote to the Court, send- 
ing in his resignation. A letter (aheady quoted) to 
his friend Addington, who was then Prime Minister, 
went fullj' into the reasons for this step. Lord Clive 
had already been driven to retire, and Wellesley felt, 
in the face of conduct which he describes as ‘ highly 
offensive and disgusting to eveiy sentiment of his 
mind,’ that it would be impossible for him to retain 
his office ‘ with any prospect of private honour 
or of public advantage.’ He repeated this request 
to be allowed to retire in a letter of March 13. 
The Dnectors were alarmed. Much had been begun 
which no one but Wellesley could complete-, Thev 
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desired Mm to remain in office till January, 1804, ex- 
pressing in the strongest terms their conviction that 
the interests of the Company would be ‘’essentially 
promoted ’ by his continuance in India for another 
year, and they ‘remained,’ with that curious’ phrase of 
exuberant but formal cordiality wMch still survives 
in the official letters written by the Chancellor of the 
University of Oxford, his ‘affectionate friends,’ John 
Roberts, Jacob Bosanquet, and the rest, 

'Wellesley had told Addington that if the Ministry 
would assure him of their confidence and of their inten- 
tion to afford him full support and protection he would 
remain in India till January, 1804 \ The Prime Minis- 
ter wrote a cordial reply, and the Governor-General 
consented to remain. But he was still exposed to 
criticism wMch he could ill brook. Again, in 1803, he 
desired to retirm : again he was prevailed upon to stay. 
But the congratulations addressed to Mm by the Court 
on the brilliant successes of the earlier part of the 
MarfitlA war were coupled with a clause declaring 
that the Court did not enter ‘at present into the 
origin or policy of the war.’ This was felt by the 
imperious pro-consul as entirely invalidating the 
resolution of thanks. 

‘Never,’ be wrote, ‘have I been required to offer a greater 
or more painful sacrifice to public duty than that by whicli I 
renounced the satisfaction of publishing in India the marks 
of approbation and honour conferred upon me . . . but it 
appeared to me to be necessary to submit the high personal 

* See PoUow’s Zi/i of Lord SidmouOi, vol. iL pp, 77 sqq. 
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distinction, which I should have derived from such a publica- 
tion, to more important considerations of the public safety and 
of the interest of the Company and of the nation in India . . . 

‘ The public and formal reservation of your judgement upon 
the justice of the war necessarily would have involved the pos- 
sibility of your future condemnation of the cause in which the 
British arms had been employed. It could not be supposed 
that either your lionoumblo Court or the Court of Proprietors 
would trj- the justice of our cause by the success of our 
arms ; the prosperous result of the war therefore could not 
have removed the doubts of its justice arising from the 
resen-ations expressed in your resolutions, and the irresis- 
tible inference in the minds of all the native states would 
have been, that your honourable Court and the Court of 
Proprietors might ultimately censure the whole transaction ; 
while tlie general fame of your equity and magnanimity 
would have precluded any supi>osition that in condemning 
the justice of our cause, you would retain the fruits of our 
success, or enjoy the benefits of the peace while you repu- 
diated the necessity and policy of the war. The wisdom 
and prudence of your honourable Court will anticipate the 
confusion and disorder which must have arisen among the 
native powers if any doubt had been cast (without your 
express commands) by the public authority of this govem- 
raent upon the stability of a settlement of peace, concluded 
with the utmost degree of solemnity at the close of a most 
awful contest in arms, embracing the interests of every 
principal State in India, and establishing a comprehensive 
sj'stem of alliance and political relation over every region 
and province of Hindustan and the Deccan. If the origin 
and policy of the war shall ultimately be condemned, and the 
treaties of peace, partition, subsidy and alliance shall finally 
be abi’Ogated by the commands of your honourable Court, 
those commands will be issued in such terms and accom- 
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panied by such arrangements ns shall render the execu- 
tion of your orders an additional buiu'ark to the public 
safety and a fresh security to the public faith. During 
whatever interval of time your honourable Court may be 
pleased to suspend your determination it would neither be 
consistent -with the welfare of the honourable Company in 
India, nor with the respect due to your high authority, that 
one of your servants, for the gratification of personal ambi- 
tion by the ostentatious display of the honours which you 
bad been pleased to confer upon him, should pui-sue a course 
which might embarrass the free and deliberate exercise of 
your wisdom and justice in a matter of the utmost impor- 
tance to the national interests and honour j or that, by a 
premature and unseasonable publication of your favourable 
acceptance of his services, the same servant should risk the 
main object of those services, and endanger the immediate 
security of a great political system of arrangement which it 
may possibly be your future pleasure to confirm , . , 

‘ I tiTist that your honourable Company and the Court of 
Proprietors will receive with favour the repented expression 
of my sincere gratitude for the honour which you have been 
pleased to bestow upon me, and of my deep concern that the 
object of your libera], generous, and public-spirited views, in 
conferring those bigb distinctions upon your principal servant 
in India, has been suspended by his conscientious sense of his 
duty to you, to the Company, and to the nation.’ 

The passage is so characteristic of the bitterest ^ 
vein of Wellesley’s irony, that so long a quotation 
may "weU be pai-doned. It may be hoped that the 
Honourable Court were not insensible to the lash. 
We cannot wonder that tbe Governor-General should 
now widte to Castlereagh of his 'utter contempt of 
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an}’’ opinion entertained by the Court of Du-eetors,’ 
and of their ‘ vindictive profligacy ’ : — 

* Tour Lordship,’ he said, ‘ may he assm'ed that as no symp- 
tom of tardy remorse displayed by the ’honourable Court in 
consequence of my recent successes •will vary my present 
estimation of the faith and honour of my very worthy and 
approved good masters, or protract my continuance in India 
for one hour beyond the limits prescribed by the public 
interests, so no additional outrage, injury, or insult which 
can issue from the most loathsome den of the India House 
will accelerate my departure when the public safety shall 
appear to require my aid in this most aiduous situation */ 

But the Court by no means ceased from condem- 
nation. Early in 1805 they repeated their censure of 
his disobedience, appointments, and expenditure, and 
the Board of Control added a remark on his repeated 
absence from the sessions of his Council. 

Thus, -while the Government rewarded Lake with a 
peerage, and Aidhur Wellesley with the Order of the 
Bath, the Govemor-Genei-al stiU remained suspended 
in mid air between admiration and displeasure. 

He was eager to be gone, and when the news of 
Monson’s disaster caused the immediate appointment 
of Cornwallis as his successor, it is probable that the 
Governor-General was the happiest man in India, 
that now at last he might leave it. It is said that 
he first obtained news of the reappointment of Com- 
waJlis in conversation with Mr. Tucker : on May 25, 
he received Castlereagh’s letter ann ouncing it. On 

1 June ig, 1804 ; given in Pearce, it/e cf VTiUtslty, voL ii. 
pp. 361, 2. 
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La-tee Life 

Wellesley returned to Europe with every hope 
of meeting with a reception worthy of his fame. His 
brother William ^ was successful and respected in the 
political world. His brother Arthur had been in 
England a year, and had reported how favourably 
disposed was the Ministry towai-ds him. Pitt was 
still his staunch friend, and so warm was his 
personal feeling that when there was question of 
an attack in Parliament he actually consulted with 
Lord GrenviUe, from whom he was then utterly 
removed in politics, as to a defence in the Lords and 
Commons. On the other hand the Whigs were eager, 
it seemed, to secure so valuable an ally. ‘ Bucky,’ 
wrote Arthur Wellesley after a visit (‘a bore for two 
days ’) to Stowe, ‘ is very anxious that you should 
belong to the opposition.’ But public opinion, then as 
now, was sluggish and ill informed in Indian matters. 
There was hesitation in England about the Mardth^, 
war, and misunderstanding about the Oudh treaty. It 
was clear that an attack would be made on the re- 
turned Governor-General. Arthur Wellesley advised 

* Created Earl of Maryborough and afterwards succeeding to the 
Earldom of Moniington. 



1 ( 5(5 


THE MAROUESS IVELLESl.FA 


Lliat it Rhould be mot by the Marquoss biniRclf in the 
liOrdft, and })y Pitt, ‘ ire)) ciinr^ed ivith infomation,’ 
in tlio ConiinoiiH. Still on Dio ivlioio tlio outloolc was 
difitinctly favourn)j)o, niid We))cs)cy )oo)ccd forward 
to Boinotliing of a trimnjdi on Jiis return. 

He was to Jenrn )iow ama)) a space )iifl exploits 
tilled in the minds of his countrymen. His reception 
at Portsmouth was cordial, polite ; there were a few 
friends and some military and naval oflicials ; but 
what a change from the solemn pageants whicli he had 
played in the East I Itlr. Ton-ens tolls — it is not clear 
on wdiat authority — that his disgust and impatience 
could not bo restrained. It i.s perliaps moro pro- 
bable that hi.s self-command was superior to his 
indignation. 

He had looked fom-ard too, it may bo, to a worm 
welcome in the domestic aflections ; licrc also it is clear 
that before long ho was disappointed. Home life 
plays 80 small a part in all we Icnow of Wellesley — 
he was so essentially stem and self-contained, so 
clearly public and not private in his life, that we 
almost forgot that ho was married. Early in life he 
had formed a connexion with a brilliant French- 
ivoman whom ho aftenvards made his wife. Their 
children were not legitimate ; but Society, tlien most 
lax in its views of the domestic relations, did not 
frown upon tho mother or di.sparago the offspring. 
Lady Mornington had not accompanied her husband 
to India. The letters of his friends, particularly those 
9f Lord Auckland, show that she was well cared for 


LATER UFE 


167 


and beloved. Butnn union ill besun bad not moral 
strength to carry it on, and the unhappily assorted 
pair separated soon after the Marquess’s return. Lady 
Wellesley died in 1816. Her daughter married the 
first Lord Hatherton. Of their sons, "Richard, the 
elder, Tvon distinction as a politician, and held office 
at different times under Government ; and Henry, the 
younger, vras an Oxford tutor, Doctor of Divinity, 
and virtuoso. The latter showed considerable ability. 
He was an elegant writer and a refined man. He 
inherited his father’s literary taste and had a valu- 
able library, particularly rich in Italian books. As 
Principal of New Inn HaU he was well known and 
is still remembered at Oxford: and bb ezeeUent col- 
lection of engraved prints was in large part acquired 
by the University. 

Wellesley was one of those men whose domestic 
life in no sense belongs to history. Hb first visit 
on hb arrival was to hb old friend Addington, nov.' 
Lord Sidmouth ; almost hb first letter was to Pitt. 
The great statesman was, though he did not- then 
know it, dying ; and it was one of hb last letters that 
reached the returning Mend. 


‘Mr dear TTelles’ev. — On arrrrsl hers ^Putney) lest 

night I rcceirel whh bexyessil-le pleasure jour most 
friec'Jlj and auecticusre letrer. If I was uot lurongfv 
ad vised to keep cu: 01 n/cuium u — u uaue ? cuuireu a irtv.e 
more strength I would hur= o— s up iuuusdlstelj, fw the 
nurpose of seeing j:u at une ursi pow” ' " 


I am affaid I must 
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for the purpose. If you can, without inconvenience, make it 
about the middle of the day {in Engh'sh style, between two 
and fonr), it would suit me rather better than any other 
time ; but none can be inconvenient. I am ■ recovering 
rather slowly from stomach complaints followed by severe 
attacks of gout ; but I believe I am now in the real way of 
amendment. Ever most truly and affectionately yours. — 
W. PirrK' 

They met on Jannaxy 13. Pitt was in idgh spirits, 
but Wellesley saw that the hand of death was 
upon him. It was a strange, sad meeting, between 
two great Englishmen, both, as it might seem, in the 
prime of life ; one returned from the creation and 
the ruling of a great dominion, eager to lead and to. 
command at home, the other with the reins of Empire 
slipping from his grasp : two loyal friends, whom the 
seas had severed, and who were reunited under the 
shadow of the dread summons to the testing and trial 
of a life’s work. It was Wellesley who told friends 
and foes that death was at hand, and wrung from 
Grenville an agony of tears and an instant suspension 
of all criticism and opposition to the dying states- 
man ; and Wellesley, it is clear, loved and admired 
him as he loved no other man. 

Pitt’s death deprived the returned Governor-General 
of a staunch defender. Instead of finding himself 
offered a post in the Government, he had to withstand 
attacks in the House of Commons. One Pauli, a 
linendraper’s son of Wisbeach, had been a trader at 

’ This letter Is given both by 3 Ir. Ycarcc, vol. li. p. 386, and by 
3 Ir. Torrons, p. 20a. 
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Lucknow when the purging of the Europeans was 
begun, and like other adventurers he had to discover 
that the hope of his gains was gone. Though he 
received some personal kindness from Wellesley he 
never forgave his action. He loft India in 1804, and 
soon bought a seat in Parliament, where he endea- 
voured, with the encouragement of such worthy 
suppoidiors as Cobbett and the Prince of Wales, to 
achieve a reputation by denouncing the Governor- 
General. On January 27, PauU moved for papers 
concerning Oudh ; he secured Lord Folkestone’s 
assistance, and continued for some time snapping at 
the heels of the returned Pro-consul ; he even laid on 
the table an Article of charge of high crimes and 
misdemeanours. It has been asserted that Wellesley 
was offered office but declined it till these accusations 
had been disposed of, but there appears to be no 
evidence to warrant the asseiiion. It is true, how- 
ever, be the cause what it may, that he took no part 
in politics till the charges had been finally defeated 
and a resolution approving his policy had been canned 
in the Commons. 

The occasion of his return to public life marked 
the subject to which he intended to devote him- 
self — foreign affairs. It was when the truculent 
conduct of the Government, in the seizure of the 
Danish fleet, was called in question in the House 
of Lords. Wellesley defended the action : it was a 
bold blow which would save much bloodshed. One 
check had been offered to Napoleon’s unbroken 
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successes. All Europe had been at his feet. The 
Delphic oracle, quoted Wellesley, spoke only in the 
Macedonian dialect. It was a memorable achieve- 
ment, then, to mar one of his projects, and to stay, 
for however short a time, the progress of his chariot. 
The speech was in his old style, precise yet full of 
fire ; and it was thought to be the ablest defence that 
the Ministry obtained. It was delivered on February 8, 
1808, and it marked on the part of the speaker the 
foundation of an adhesion to the Ministry which was 
cemented by a growing sympathy with Canning. 

Wellesley had now had time to scan both parties 
and men. It is clear that he preferred to keep aloof 
from the ordinary combinations, but was able to 
co-operate cordially with the Foreign Secretary. They 
had one view of the policy of opposition to Napoleon. 
They both believed in popular enthusiasm and sought 
to foster it. Wellesley, like his brother Arthur, con- 
demned the ridiculous Walchei-en expedition, and 
urged a decided inteiwention in the Spanish war. 
After Coruna, and Sir Arthur’s temporary supersession, 
it was decided that an active policy in Spain was 
needed ; and while the soldier was sent back to the 
Peninsula as General-in-Chief, the statesman was 
delegated Ambassador Extraordinary to his Catholic 
Majesty. When he heard that the chief force was to 
be sent on a fool’s errand to Walcheren, the Marquess 
resigned his appointment, but he was induced to take 
it up again, and after some delay sailed for Spain, 
and landed at Cadiz on July 31, 1809. 
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His reception was a magnificent one. As he landed^ 
ho was received with every demonstration of public 
honour; when he entered Seville the whole city waited 
to welcome and applaud". His task was to secure 
prompt and adequate support to his brother’s army. 
The general had written that the troops were living on 
half allowance, and the cavalry could find forage only 
in the fields. Weary months were passed, during 
which the troops starved, and their commander chafed 
at inaction and delay ; while the Ambassador wrote 
letter after letter, each more pressing than the last, 
to the junta and to the government at home. He 
submitted to the junta plans for the reconstruction 
of the government and of the military system ; he 
urged, he implored, he commanded, but in vain. It 
was only too evident that no help could bo looked 
for from the Spanish government itself. Sir Arthur 


* Mr. Torrons gives a story that ho was plumed in brilliant green 
out of compliment to the Spaniards. Through the kindness of 
D. Manuel Qomoz Imar and D. Rafael Altamira I am able to state 
that there is no evidence for this and that it is most improbable. 

‘ Seignora,’ saj's D. Manuel Qomoz Imar, ‘ quo en 1809 hubiera en 
Sevilla ni en Espana afioidn al color verdo, ano ser que el biografo 
ingles al recordar el capitulo del Quijote ‘‘El Caballero del vorde ' 
gnbdn” dedujera que era el predilecto de los hidalgos yhacendados, 
puesto que asi vestia D. Diego de Miranda.’ I owe tho valuable 
assistance of these Spanish scholars to my friend Mr. H. Butler 
Clarke. 

’ A ludicrous incident is recorded by Mr. Torrens, which surely 
would not hove escaped the notice of Mr. Jacob who was present 
(see reference to his book in Pearce, vol. iii. p. 33!, viz. that tho 
Maid of Saragossa, a strapping damsol, seized the haughty envoy 
and carried him up tho grand staircase of tho To^vn Hall, depo- 
siting him on the top with a resounding kiss. 
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Wcllcfilcy (-wlio hud been created Viscount Wellington) 
■was compelled to retreat to Portugal. 

It ■was clear to Canning that some bolder counsels 
at home were nocessarj to arouse and to support a 
national resistance to Napoleon. Castlereagh ■was 
not the man to carry out such a polic}^ and Canning 
sought to replace him as Foreign Secretary by the 
JIarquess of Wellesley. 

Then came the duel — a foolish precedent which 
the Duke of Wellington himself followed years later. 
The duel led to a reconstruction of the Ministry, 
and on December 6, Wellesley, summoned in hot 
baste from Spain, took the oaths and kissed hands as 
Foreign Secretary. His eldest son Kichard was given 
a seat in Parliament, and a few weeks later he himself 
received the Gaiter. The investiture took place on 
March lo, i8io. Henry Wellesley, a few days after, 
was made Ambassador in his room ; and it thus 
became patent that strenuous efforts would be made 
to support the Peninsular force. 

But the Foreign Secretary had a bard task. Public 
feeling was sti'ongly against the Spanish expedition : 
the Common Council of London, representative of 
many another public body, petitioned for its recall; 
and Wellesley, almost alone in England, prevented 
what would have been an European disaster. He 
spoke vigorously, he acted promptly, and eventually 
he was rewarded. On June jo, iSio, he said in 
the House of Lords : — 

‘ With the fate of Spain the fate of England is inseparably 
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lilciidrd. Should wc not tlicrcfoj'c ntniid by her to the Inst? 
Tor my ])nrt, my lords, ns nn ndviser to the Crowu, I shnll 
not cense to recommend to my Sovereign to continue to 
nssist Sj'nin to the latest moment of her existence. It 
shoiild not dislienrlen us thnt Spain appears to be in the 
verj’ crisis of her fate; wc should, on the contraiy, extend 
n more anxious care over her at a moment so critical. For in 
nations, and above all in Spain, how often have the apparent 
symptoms of dissolution been the presages of now life and 
of renovated vigour? Therefore I would cling to Spain in 
lier last struggle ; therefore I would watch her last agonies; 
I would wa.sh and heal her wounds, I would receive her 
jmrting breath, I would c.atch and cherish the last vital 
^|lark of her expiring patriotism. Nor let this be deemed a 
mere ofiice of pious charity, nor nn exaggerated representation 
of my feelings, nor nn overcharged i)icture of the circum- 
stances that call them forth. In the cause of Spain the cause 
of honour and of interest is equally involved and inscpambly 
allied ; it is a cause in favour of which the finest feelings of the 
heart unite with the soundest dictates of the understanding.' 

Ho had to fight many a hard battle in the Lords 
against some of his oldest friends ; he had to keep up 
the enthusiasm of a Cabinet which it is easy to see 
wins far from certain about the wisdom of the Spanish 
policy ; ho had to face the indignation of the people 
who were furious at the Spanish war and the im- 
prisonment of Sir Francis Burdott. On the evening 
of April 6, the windows of Apsley House were 
broken : it was a scene to which the inmates were to 
become accustomed. Still Wellesley held steadfastly 
to his post, and his indomitable persistency carried 
his' colleagues with him, till at length Wellington’s 
urgent demands for money to feed his oxvn and the 
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Portuguese troops wore met as soon as they were 
made, and at the beginning of May ‘ money was sent 
in profusion to him ; soldiera he wanted none.’ 

The Foreign Secretary had also to deal with the 
American difficulty, which sprang from the Berlin 
and Milan decrees and the Orders in Council ; and he 
had to take part in drawing up the limitations under 
which the Prince of Wales was called upon to assume 
the Regency. The occasion of the first leadiug of the 
Regency Bill in the House of Lords has appeared to 
some to be a crisis in his life. He was expected, and 
prepared, to speak. No one was so competent ; no 
one would have been listened to with such respect. 
But, in some extraordinary way, a neiwousness over- 
powei'ed him: he remained absolutely silent: and it 
was thought from that moment that his chances of 
the highest political power were gone. ‘ It augured,’ 
wrote a gossip of the day, ‘un honwie passd: and 
the most dangerous symptom of the whole was that 
be entirely agreed in the opinion.' To the astonish- 
ment of the well-informed, the Regent retained the 
Ministry in office, and Wellesley continued his efforts 
on behalf of the war. This was the whole raison 
d’etre of his official position : on no other question of 
the day was he really cordial with his colleagues. He 
absented himself from many meetings of the Cabinet, 
and he voted against the Ministry when the question 
of Emancipation came up in the form of the Catholic 
petition on June i8, i8ii. 

’ Torrens, WtUesley, p. 436. 
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At l^'iif,>tli it rc'iiir.l tlint. l)t!> rilort;; wrc beitig 
n v.nt^icil. Al' Nnniivr 1 wn-; ilniwing lownnls iMiglniiil. 

1->;;nn to nwnkc to tlt>' !-crvici‘ roinlfrcd kv 
tin' Sjtriii'r li ic i: tniio'*. ninl ii«ov litV \v;is hjiriiigiiig uj) 
ill ( k jiiKUiy. \vork' <l ik'- liniili r llic more 

tin- till" tuno'l. rmoo;; of tin* I'op'igii Ofilcc ^ 

tliow kih iiiitiiiiiL' '-lo rgy ntnl Millni‘-in''tio zcnl. ‘]l 
wn.'- ho- KMiguiiii- k'Hcf.’ wrot'* tk«' curr<,'.''j>oii(]ent 

t.ltfTiily rofi-in-ii to, ‘ tkiit. flu* fiu’c of I'kirtipo wnn 
nl'oiit t<» tiiiiliTgo till' most Jimtorial rliniigc for tin; 
krtt'-r, !iii<l nil liroiiglit uImhU. ky hi'; rouiist-ls.' Il is 
'•V4 n r<rtnii\ tlml ky tnnvcnn' il piiticnro hikI liic tint; 
of nil the n.rls. witty .'iml krilliniit. of wliioli In- wns 
tin- mtist<r, 111- niiU'-f-l in the i'lk* vohijiltmry wfio 
o>;<’roi,“sl till- finirtions of Jvoynlty nn intorost iiml 
n r- ''i in tin- l".tirop<*nn slniggli-. Ik- wns constnntly 
with tin- Ik-:;i'ii(. nml it s‘-'-iinr'l tlinl lio wns ck-stim-d 
to Is- rtimi- Minister ki-fon- long. Jt appi-nn-d ns if 
not even tin* Ilomnn ( 'ntholio ipn-stion — on which ho 
Mctunlly s'-nt in his rosignation. though iht-rc proved 
to ki- 1)0 satisfactory mi-nt)H of Idling his jilace — 
could uns‘-at him. lie made a. speech in which lie 
practically kroke with the «dd Tories without being 
welcomed ky the Whigs. Imt which tnarkod his con- 
scit-nlious adherence to the likeral vicw.s that had 
always governed his action on the qm-stlon. 

There were week's of shuflling. The rrinee Kegent was 
outwardly eordial.hut in the hackgruund ho wa.s schem- 
ing for a change ; and on February j 9, 1812, Wellesley 
at last gave up the seals. He refused to he Lord Lieu- 
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tciianb of Ireland : ho would not rest for a moment 
under the suspicion of agreement with the narrow 
views of tho Prime Jlinistcr, PercevaL 'When, three 
months later, the Premier was shot, he received a request 
to return to office with Canning, hut both declined 
to compromise tlieir principles. Wclleslcj' Avrote to 
Lord Liverpool two letters, masterpieces of aigument, 
which entirely vindicated his consistency. A few 
days later he had actually in his hands the making of 
a Ministry, but tho chiefs of opposing factions would 
not coalesce. Catholic Emancipation and the vigorous 
prosecution of tho war in Spain — on these two points 
Wellesley insisted, and on these bases it proved 
impossible to form a strong government h There 
was no making peace between those who sought 
emancipation and those who hated it, and Wellesley 
declared in tho House of Lords that ‘ the most dread- 
ful personal animosities ' made his task impossible. 

Tho result of it all was the foimation of Lord 
Liverpool’s Ministry, which it was thought would 
last only a few months, but which lasted for fifteen 
years — the apotheosis of middle class commonplace. 
When the appointments became known there was an 
acrimonious discussion in the House of Lords, from 
which Wellesley came out easily victorious. But his 
chance of being Prime Minister Avas gone for ever. 

On July I, iSi2, Wellesley made a motion in favour 

* AVellesley published the Correspondtnee and Dooments explaining 
the proceedings in the receyil negotialion for the formation of an Adniinisira- 
fion, 1812. 
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of n cnjiFidrmtirtn of (lio Roiimn Ctvfliolic claims: lio 
<li liv(-r/il OHO of his 1 k-^(. Bjifrchrs, rhotoricnl in his 
fninilinr fnshion. hut with gontiino conviction. He 
wns th-ft .ste<l hy <>ne vote. Henceforth Ih.s exertions in 
the rauro were .•^ih nf, hut he wn« none the le.'^s active. 

llie new.K of Snlnmniica, •Inly 22, 1812, htiddenly 
nllered his jioi.itinu in the puhlic eye. The splendid 
victory which showed decisively the groatJie.ss of 
Arthur Welh sleyV. military p-nius, and augured with 
nc douhtful auspices the final triumph in Spain, 
linnight K'th hrothers nt once to the toji of the tide 
in ]‘nj*ul.ir favour. Wt-llinglon wns made n Man|Uc5.s. 
Well* sley felt tlml lii.s jinlgomfut, so long conte.iled 
and sritirired, was nt last justified. Hu joined onthu- 
•dn'-tically in the juhilntions of the London crowd. He 
shnri'd himself in the triumjih. Two years before 
his windows hn«l been hroken hy the moh : now they 
dn.'W his carriage to St. I’nul'.s and the Mansion 
Houre, and brought him home with nn ovation. 

During the next few years M'elleslcy took hut 
slight part in politics. One of his great objects wns 
attained, the other for llie lime wn,s unattainable. 
He signed — it is understood indeed that with Lord 
Orenville he compo.sed — the. ndmimblo protest of 
eleven peers against Iho monstrous bill of the Govern- 
ment — n bill which to-day njipears a work of almost 
incredible folly — b}' which nil foreign corn wns abso- 
lutely excluded from I'higland till native wheat should 
fetch eighty shillings a quarter. Adam Smith wns 
not forgotten : it wns a measure, said the protest, 

M 
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by Tvliicli a bounty was given to the grower of com 
ibrougb a tax ]e\’icd on the consumer. 

Wellesley protested again and again ns time went 
on against the Government’s repressive policy in 
Ireland, and at home against the lavish armaments 
and the excessive taxation. He never feared to stand 
against class interests or public fceb'ng. As he had 
urged the war when all were against it^ so he opposed 
the resistance to Napoleon on his escape from Elba. 
In one of his speeches we hear the sound, unwonted 
indeed in those daj's of callous self-satisfaction, of 
the movement for social regeneration which has stiU 
to bo accomplished : — 

‘ When he saw the condition of all ranks of his ^fajesty’s 
people nnd looked back to their exertions, their patience, 
their loyalty, their confidence in Parliament, and their 
present misery, ho was utterly at a loss to conceive by what 
criminal forgetfulness of their duty ministers could have 
withheld the most solemn assurances of an immediate and 
strict enquiry into the causes of such tremendous misfortunes, 
and a pledge of every possible relief. The scandalous pro- 
fusion could not go on : Parliament must do its duty: there 
was no longer a refuge to be found from the cry of the 
hungry, the famished population. The army must be re- 
duced. . . . The Civil List also and all the establishments of 
every land must be retrenched with no sparing hand. Indeed, 
one rule should be applied to them all, that nothing, however 
ancient, should be suffered to exist which was not absolutely 
necessary for the safety and very being of the country k' 

Brave words from such a man I But he was no 
demagogue or mob leader ; be would be as fearless in 
’ Given in Pearce’s WiOestey, rol. iii. p. 31a. 
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lucofitig tlic (Innporp of populnr violcnco as in redress- 
ing the popnlnr ■svrongs, lie supported the Six Acts 
of I Si 9 : lie recognised the grim spectre of disaffection 
that stood hohind the •Mnnehostor irnssnere.' 

At the end of iSij Welleslc}* was offered and 
accepted the p<ist of Lord Idoutenant of Ireland. The 
condition of the ronntr\- was such as wo have learnt 
(0 hnow ojdy too well. Outrages were frequent, 
there was no control of the country districts, moon- 
lighlingnnd molt law jirovailcd. Wellesley was greeted 
as the harhingor of conciliation. His old friend 
Grenville h.nd tahen oflice: the Government looked 
Iws narrow : (he House of Lords had begun to reject 
complete ICtnancip.'ition by dwindling majoiities. 
Wcllcs'lfy and his brother were the two greatest living 
Irishmen; and thus (he spectacle was seen, so rare 
aficnvards on the entr}' of a Viceroy, of a magni- 
ficont rt^<'p(jon hy all parties alike. At his first 
U-uV. on danuary’f?, 18:12, he answered the Dublin 
tddrv's with well chosen word.s; 


‘1 iiwr K-.n ralh'd ujh.ii to frirc my Sovereign and my 

ecaotn- ia various M.ari.ms and in distant climates; wherever 

evict h.v Ihvii ra-t 1 have cndwvourcd not to disgrace my 

hnilv or inv cnualn-. Xmv, if imdor the favour of nay 

Omdou. Fourvign nml of Divine Pmvid^ee, I should he 

o.l!<d to n .to; JK.WC and concord to Ireland, my long 

,11- ; 1 xridi happiness, honour, and 

[uhlic rantr will Ik- closed wuu m-rr 

fauiue glory 

In a banquet given a tte aeWevL 

twity to show how proudly no - . ^ 
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ments of his brother, and assured the company of the 
Duke’s unalterable affection for his native country. 

His earliest measures in Ireland "were such recon- 
structions of the official patronage as should biing 
forward men more in S 3 nnpathy with the waSits of 
Ireland. Thus Mr. Plunket became Attorney-General 
and Mr. Burke Chief Justice. He began under the 
brightest auspices. Every one was willing to expect 
the best from him ; even the irreconcilable eccentric, 
Sir Francis Burdett, complimented him on his sym- 
pathy with the people. 

Wellesley’s errand was certainly what is called 
nowadays a ‘ message of conciliation ; ’ but, like 
many a Viceroy since his time, he found that be 
could not govern without ‘coercion.’ His earliest 
report to the home government showed how utterly 
unable was the ordinary law to cope with the 
disorder ; — 

‘ No additional military force,’ be said, in a despatch sub- 
mitted to Parliament at the beginning of the Session, in 
Febmary, 1822, ‘no improvement nor augmentation of the 
poL'ce would now be effectual without the aid of the Insur- 
rection Act ; with that aid it appears to me to be rational to 
expect that tranquillity may be maintained, confirmed, and 
extended throughout Ireland.’ 

The Act was passed, and the Habeas Corpus Act 
was suspended. Ribbonmen were brought to trial, and 
traitorous associations were broken up. Wellesley’s 
letters and those of the Irish law officers show that 
his policy was to substitute a fear of the majesty of 
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the La'sv for the terrorism of conspirators and secret 
societies. Within a year (January 29, 1823) he was 
able to report a great diminution of crime, and to 
advocate with the conviction of experience the re- 
newal of the Insurrection Act for another year, and 
the reform of the Irish magistracy and police. Where 
he could himself act in this direction he acted with 
^’igour. He struck off the Commission of the Peace 
several hundreds of magisti-ates who were known to 
be portj' men. He actively inaugurated Relief Funds 
for the star%’ing peasantry, subscribed a large sum 
himself, and got together a handsome amount. 

But wo seem to bo recording events with which 
we are onlj' too familiar. Fiendish crime and childish 
folly were then as now the staples of Irish agitation. 
The palpable parallels of Irish history confront us at 
every step. Philanthropy and conciliation were 
alike fruitless : repression was effectual only over a 
limited area. 

On July 12, 1822 the Orange demonstration round 
the Statue of King William on College Green was pre- 
vented ; but when the Irish determine on a ‘bit of 
fun’ there is no separating without broken heads, and 
Dublin was for days a scene of disorder. Roman 
Catholics and Irish Churchmen fought each other and 
the King’s troops, and the Lord Mayor could only 

’ For those occurrences see Ont Tear qf the Administration qf his 
ExccUcncy the Marquess qf Wellesley in Ireland, 1823, a bitter and ironical 
attack ; Becent Scenes and Ocairrences in Ireland, 1823, a reply to the 
former ; Bqflections on the Lieutenancy ejf the Marquess Wellesley, 1824, a 
strong eulogium on the conciliatory policy and its success. 
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quell the riot by a strong military force. The dis- 
turbances wore renewed on November 5, and the 
excitement lasted over a month. On December 14, 
•with all the Irish iicat in a ‘ row,’ tho Lord Lieutenant 
attended tho Theatre Royal in State with a large suite, 
’i’he occasion was not to bo missed. Tho bravo Pro- 
testant boj's saw their opportunity. Placards wore 
distributed with tho watchwords of ‘ No Popery,’ ‘ The 
Protestants want Talbot as tho Papists have got all 
but f n ’ and ‘ Ex-Govemor of tho Bantams shall change 
his Moming-tono.’ Wellesley must have kno'wn well 
that there would bo a scene ; but probabl}’' he did not 
expect a quart bottle at his head. This, however, 
was what ho received when ho stood up at ‘ God save 
tho King.’ Fortunately the aim was not equal to the 
intention, and tho little Viceroy sufiered nothing 
worse than tho cat-calls and groans which greeted his 
entrance and exit. Unfortunately ho did not take 
this display of Irish humour in a humorous spirit. 
Several of the rioters were prosecuted for treasonable 
conspiracy; tho Grand Jury throw out the hill, and a 
vote of Censure on tho prosecution -was moved in the 
House of Commons which it needed all Plunket’s 
great oratory to rebut. 

Meanwhile the control of Lord Liverpool’s adminis- 
tration had, by the suicide of Castlereagh on August 
13 , 1833, passed into the hands of Canning, and Wel- 
lesley, more secure of support in his policy of concilia- 
tion, was applying himself to the production of a 
scheme to settle the tithe question. An interesting 
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letter printed by Mr. Pearce shows Lord Dacre ex- 
changing .views with the Viceroy and prepariBg a 
plan to regulate the tithe by a septennial average, 
such as was afterwards adopted for England. 

These efforts wore characteristic of Wellesley’s vice- 
royalty. Ho was not a popular ruler: ho had none of 
the arts of the demagogue : ho was a genuine philan- 
thropist and a far-sighted statesman. His work was 
not showy, but it was pre-eminently the work that 
Ireland needed, and through him the Hish adminis- 
tration received an impress which it ought never to 
have lost. The conti’ast that was presented by his 
successors was vdttily expressed by Wellesley him- 
self. Lord Normanby, who replaced him after his 
second tenure of oflice in 1834, wont round Ireland 
opening the prisons to every sort of criminal, with that 
idle disregard of honour which has developed into a 
tenderness for ‘ mere murder.’ ‘ Ah,’ said WoUesley, 
comparing his successor to the king in Toni Thumb, 

‘ ho has made mercy blind instead of justice.’ 

WeUesloy’s ^^ceroyalty lasted throughout the ad- 
ministration of Canning and Lord Godeiich — so long, 
that is, as Roman Catholic Emancipation remained 
an open question in the Cabinet. He resigned in 
January, 1828, when his brother became Prime Minis- 
ter on the lines of distinct Protestant ascendancy. 
His resignation was the signal for the begiiming 
of a serious and determined agitation in Ireland. 
It was followed almost immediately by the Clare 
Election. 
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‘Tho time is come/ said Daniel O’Connell, ‘ when 
tbe system pursued towards this country must be put 
a stop to. It wiU not do for tbe future to say “Sweet 
friend, I wish you well,” but it must be shown by acts 
that they do rvisb us well. It is time that this system 
should be put an end to ; and I am come hero to put 
an end to it.’ Wellesley’s aim was at last to be 
accomplished. 

Tho resignation of the Marquess was an evident 
sign of his divergence from the Duke. A bicach 
between tho brothers had long been forming, and 
now tho divergence was complete. ‘ The duke/ as 
Mr. Thursdeld well says', ‘could never understand 
that tho old toryism was dead.’ Tho Marquess bad 
never been an old Tory. It is clear enough from the 
sayings which gentlemen of his household remember — 
at least one distinguished member of his Court (the 
Hon. Charles Gore) is still living, and recaUs some 
pointed expressions to that effect — that he held a 
very poor opinion of his brother’s political ability. 
It is clear, too, that he could not help feeling that 
while he had given to his brother in India the 
opportunities which he so well used to lay the 
foundation of his greatness, tho Duke had in later 
years done little or nothing to repay the obligation. 

On June lo, 1828, they opposed each other in the 
House of Lords.. Wellesley wisely and temperately 
urged the abandonment of the antiquated injustice: 
Roman Catholic exclusion was no longer a security ; 

' Re! (Ticdue English Staiesmen), p. 93. 
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it bad become a positive and pressing danger. 
‘ Ho supported tbo claims of the Roman Catholics 
from solemn conviction, founded on long and studious 
attention to the operation in Ireland of the laws 
enacted for their exclusion.’ Wellington replied that 
ho regarded the disabilities as indispensable securities 
for the safety of Church and State. Before a year 
was over the Duke himself carried what he was then 
opposing. On the Reform question the circumstances 
were repeated. Wellesley had for years been an 
ardent reformer: Wellington hold out till conces- 
sion was considered more pusillanimous than public- 
spirited. Well did Wellesley say to Lord Combermere, 
‘ Arthur is a great soldier, but he will never make a 
statesman.’ He used stronger words to another of 
his friends. 

Differences on political questions were not the only 
causes of disagi-eement. It had been expected that 
the elder brother would obtain high office on a change 
of Ministry. Lord Goderich had recommended his 
addition to the Cabinet. It was thought that when 
Wellington was asked to form a Government he 
woidd place his brother at the head of it. But the 
famous caricature of Leech was already prefigured ’ : 
‘ the Greedy Boy ’ would not let any one who might 
be deemed a rival ‘ have any of the nice things.’ 

When Lord Grey’s Government came in Wellesley 

’ Leech’s Cartoon in Punch on the Debate in the House of Lords, 
June 5, 1846, when Wellington voted against conferring distinctions 
on Hardinge and Gough. 
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was made Lord Steward of the Household, and after 
the passing of the Reform Bill became again Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. His son-in-law, Mr. Littleton, 
was now Chief Secretary for’ Ireland, and they 
together drew up proposals which, if carried, might 
have been a real relief to the disappointed feelings of 
the Irish patriots. A Coercion Act was in force, and 
its most stringent clauses were renewed contrary to 
the advice of both Wellesley and Littleton. Their 
suggestions included the admission of Roman Catho- 
lics to the Judicial Bench, to the Piivy Council, 
and to other civil ofBees, high and low: and it was 
Wellesley’s wise motion on the Irish tithe question 
which caused the defeat of Peel’s Ministry. 

In Lord Grey’s second administration Wellesley 
was for a few weeks Lord Chamberlain, and no public 
explanation was ever given of his retirement. He 
was now seventy-five, and it was not surprising that he 
gave up public life altogether K His last appearances 
were marked by compliments from the leaders of 
both political parties : Peel, Grey, and Melbourne 
united to honour him. 

The next seven years were spent in seclusion. 

‘For years past,’ wrote Greville in 1833, ‘he has lived 
entii’ely out of the world. He comes to the House of Lords, 

* Cf. Greville Memoirs, iii. 103, no. The explanation he gave 
in the House of Lords was considered to explain nothing. Mr. 
Gore writes to me, ‘ It was not unnatural that with his great 
ability and the fame to which he had attained, ho should upon 
reflection have felt the appointment of Lord Chamberlain as a 
degradation.’ But there was probably more in it. 
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talks of making a speech every now and then, of which he 
is never delivered, and he comes to Court, where he sits in a 
comer and talks (as those who know him say) with as much 
fire and liveliness as ever, and with the same neat, shrewd 
causticity that formerly distinguished him 

Witty himseli^ wit flourished in his society. A dis- 
tinguished member of his Viceregal Household recalls 
an amusing example. The late Lord Albemarle (then 
Captain Keppel), his Aide-de-Camp, had returned 
overland from India to Europe and wrote a ‘ Personal 
Narrative ’ of his travels. At dinner one day, j ust after 
the publication of the hook, Lord Wellesley asked 
Lord Plunket, who was one of the guests — '' Plunket, 
what do you understand by a Personal Narrative ' — 

‘ My Lord,’ replied the Chancellor, ‘ in Law we call all 
personal that is not real’ 

Wellesley’s first wife had died in 1816. La October 
1825 he married Mrs. Patterson, a beautiful and 
accomplished American, sister to the Duchess of 
Leeds and Lady Stafford. They lived happily. In a 
copy of his Primitiae et Reliquiae (published in 
1840) which he gave to her he wi’ote these lines of 
Dryden : — 

‘ All of a tenour was their after life. 

No day discoloured with domestic strife. 

No jealoiisy but mutual truth believed, 

Secure repose and kindness undeceived.’ 

During these last years, spent chiefly at Kingston 
House, Brompton, Wellesley’s chief friend was Lord 


^ GrevtSa Memoirs, iii. 31. 
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Brougham, to -whom he was sincerely attached. 
Greek epigrams passed between them week hy week. 
Brougham in 1838 dedicated liis speeches to his 
venerable friend 'as a tribute most justly due to so 
illustiious a statesman, and in commemoration of the 
rare felicity of England, so rich in genius and capacity 
for affairs that she can spare from her service such 
men as he.’ 

Wellesley had never ceased to cultivate literature 
and scholarship. In the last year of his life he pub- 
lished poems, Latin and English, written at different 
dates, with the characteristic motto : — 

' Vnlido milii 

LntoO donos, ct, precor, intogro 
Ctitn mento, ncc turpem sonectam 
Degoro, ncc citharn carontom.’ 

Many of these Primitiac ct Rdiqidac have that 
curious felicity of expression for which he was 
renowned, and there are frequent traces of genuine 
feeling. Groville’s story of his rehearsing speeches 
which ho never delivered has been quoted. It had 
been observed, many years before, by Pitt, that ho 
was extraordinarily slow in composition as weU as 
elaborate in preparation, but there would be no reason 
for his timidity at this date. Ho would have received 
an ovation if he had entered the House. But he had 
abandoned politics, and had put his proxy at the 
service of Peel. 

In September, 1835, Mr. Montgomeiy Martin ap- 
plied to the Mai’quess to allow the publication of his 
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Indian Despatches. They -were brought out in the 
foUo-ning year, with a dedication to the King. 

‘It becomes not the Editor,’ s,i3'8 the preface to the fourth 
volume, ‘to express licro his feelings for the confidence 
reposed in him hj- the nobleman whoso wise, humane, and 
patriotic government it has been his anxious •wish to place in 
a full and clear light before the public. To have contributed 
in anj* manner, however humbly, towards the accomplish- 
ment of such a truh" national object will ever be to him a 
source of grateful rcmcmbmncc and happiness.’ 

It •was no'w time for the Directors of the East India 
Compan}- to make the amende honorable. A -wiser 
spirit had come over the counsels of LcadenbaU Street, 
and it -was recognised that to Wellesley England 
O’Wed the creation of an Empire. The Directors 
ordered a number of copies of the hook to be dis- 
tributed in India, and, in a complimentary correspon- 
dence that ensued they assured the Marquess that 
they ■were convinced that the Despatches ‘ were made 
public in the same spirit in which they were com- 
posed — an ardent zeal to promote the well being of 
India and to uphold the interest and honour of the 
British Empire.’ 

They did not stop at compliment. Hearing that 
the Marquess was not well off the Court voted him 
the sum of .^’20,000 ; and in March 1S41 they decided 
to place a marble statue of him in the India HoUiC as 
‘a public, conspicuous, and permanent mar^.. of the 
admiration and erratitude of the East Iridia Company. 
All his old dignity and rhetorical feeling was i^^en in 
his reply to the Directors letter. 
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‘ My first emotion,’ lie says, ‘ was to offer up my thankful 
acknowledgements to the Almighty power which has preserved 
my life beyond the ordinaiy limits of human natdre, to receive 
a distinction of which history affords so few, if any, examples. 
. . . May the memorial hy which yon are pleased to distinguish 
my services remind you of the source from which they proceed 
and of the ends to which they were directed; and confirm 
the principles of public virtue, the maxims of public order, 
and a due respect for just and honest government/ 

He was not to die without a reconciliation with his 
brother. In May 1838, the Duke of Wellington came 
to see him, and their differences were forgotten. The 
affection of the elder brother for the younger had 
been tasted in a hundred ways : he had strenuously 
defended him throughout his early career, and given 
him the opportunities without which his powers might 
never have been displayed ; and Wellington, with all 
his divergence from his brother’s views yet bore 
testimony to his greatness : in all the distinctions of 
his life, he said, he had never forgotten the honour of 
being Lord Wellesley’s brother. 

Wellesley died on September 26, 1842, at the age 
of eighty-two. By his own wish he was buried 
at Eton, to which ancient foundation he had been 
so long a devoted son. In the midst of his Indian 
triumphs his heart had turned fondly towards his two 
boys there at school, and in his Primitiae et Reliquiae 
he had again and again paid tribute to the noble 
College. His two surviving brothers, the able diplo- 
matist and the great soldier, whose abilities he bad 
fostered and on whose behalf he had undergone so 
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much unmerited obloquy, followed bis body to the 
grave. We may find his best epitaph in the words 
which Sir William Fraser^ attributes to the Iron 
Duke, ‘ There is a great man gone.’ 

' It is painful to insimiato n doubt wlioro the saying is so 
charncloristic and the incident so woU told. Sir W. Fraser, IForrfs 
on TTf/lin^lon, 1889, says that tho Dnko received the nows by letter 
at 'Waliner : but laird Stanhope, A'ofcs 0/ Cotircrsaiion with tite Siike of 
ll'ftb'njton, who was staj’ing at Wnlmer at tho time, says tho Duke 
brought tho nows from Ixindon himself. 



CHAPTER IX 


The Cheat Pboconshl : his Fasie and 
Achievements 

To the iUuetriouB statesman whose biography he 
sketched so felicitously, Mr. Torrens gave the title of 
‘ the great Proconsul.’ The phrase was an apt one. 
In the area over which he exercised his delegated 
powers, in the principles on which he niled, in his 
personal character, just, despotic, cultured, Richard 
Wellesley recalled one of those great governors 
through whose mighty deeds old Rome left so deep an 
impress on the nations of East and West. Com- 
pared to many of his contemporaries, statesmen of 
renown, he seems to stand upon another plane ; he is 
not of their world. The petty details of intrigue, the 
narrow ken of Whig and Tory policy, he is outside aU 
these. What is it to him who is made judge or bishop, 
it is his to work for great issues and for great issues 
only. However we may estimate his success as a 
statesman it is impossible to deny the loftiness or the 
purity of his aims. Wellesley, though in his own 
time many of his inferiors distanced him in the race 
for pubbc position, will ever rank among the greatest 
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men of the century, and the marks that he has left 
upon the history of his nation ■will remain -while time 
shall last. 

Wo cannot judge tho character, -n'O can hut imper- 
fectly estimate the -n’orth, till -we know of the hero 
what manner of man he was. ‘ His person,’ says his 
earliest biographer, Mr. Pearce, ‘was small and sym- 
metrical — his face rcmorkahle for intellectual beauty 
— and his whole deportment elegant and dignified. 
He possessed a fine manly voice, and delivered his 
sentiments in public with great perspicuity and effect.’ 
This is a brief and not very expressive description 
which the aid of portraits and statues, as well as the 
memory’’ of many men still living, enables us to eke 
out. 

His was a face which painters were eager to depict. 
Hoppner, ever sympathetic, painted him before he 
went out to India, and the poidrait, which was exqui- 
sitely engraved in mezzotint by Young, is a singularly 
beautiful work. The complexion is clear and youth- 
ful. The keen deep-set eyes look out from under a 
mass of half-tumbled hair. The mouth is firm but 
slightly pouting, -with a curious contraction of the 
upper lip. The expression is strangely attractive and 
winning, as of one who felt deeply and loved much, 
a poet, a musician, a great writer. But in the alert- 
ness of the gaze, the arched nostril, the long straight 
nose, there are the signs of an eager spirit, bold, com- 
manding, originative. It is a face no one could look 
on -without admiration or -without respect. The mien 
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is of one who expected obedience, but who could trust 
and be trusted. 

Later on, Robert Home, a Scotsman who went 
out to Calcutta and painted many a blond civilian 
and swaitby Naw^b, drew the Governor-General in 
his state dress with the star of St. Patrick on his 
breast. This picture was engraved by Heath in 1804. 
In 1827 Robertson painted him in his Garter robes — 
a fall-length showy picture of a handsome man of 
middle age, the hair thin and whitening — dignified, 
stately, attuned to pomp and pageantry. Most widely 
known of all the portraits, through the many engrav- 
ings of it which were produced, is that by Sir Thomas 
Lawrence. But it has hardly the sympathy which 
touches the best work of that gentle master. Here 
the Mai'quess is taken with almost full face, in 
morning di'ess, the George hanging on his breast. 
The eye and the eyebrows are characteristic, but the 
whole picture is rather handsome than expressive. 
This smooth face, we feel, may be a poet’s or that of the 
head of some ancient house ; it does not proclaim the 
ruler of men. Another portrait said to be by the same 
master hangs in the hall of Christ Church, Oxford. 
There the Marquess is drawn full length, in Garter 
robes — but the picture is barren and uninspiring. 
There are two beautiful miniatures in the library at 
Eton. Count d’Orsay, whom Wellesley in the lighter 
aspects of his character not a little resembled, drew 
a bold sketch of him in the last year of his life. 
Here he looks old, but hardly the eighty-two years 
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whicli he •wore, as it seems, so lightly. The hair that 
is still left is sno'w-'white no-w, but the thick bushy 
ej^ehro-ws are black as jet. In the faUing in of the 
mouth the strong powerful chin comes out more than 
ever, and the nose grows more like the Iron Duke’s. 
Still a smile plays about the thin lips and the gaze is 
keen, unfaltering, but touched with pathos. Truly, in 
the last year of his life, his eye was not dimmed nor 
his natural force abated. 

At Calcutta the British residents erected a marble 
statue of him, which was placed in the haU of the 
Government House which he had erected. The other 
statues, and the bust by Nollekens, lack the beauty 
of the best pictures ; but in all, the keen deep-set eye 
and the arched and bushy brows appear. 

There is little trace in any of the portraits of the 
delicacy which all Wellesley’s contemporaries note. 
When he was young his health was far from strong, 
and he was obliged to take great care of himself. His 
health at eighty-two, vigorous and hale, was the more 
surprising — so his nephew Gerald told Lord Stanhope 
a few months before his death — because at half that 
age it had seemed completely broken. When he went 
out to India, his brother Henry said, he was both ill 
and nervous, and he had quite determined to return 
home from the Cape, but was dissuaded. From his 
arrival in the East he seemed to -win new -vigour. 
‘My health,’ he wrote to Lord Auckland in i799) ‘is 
and has uniformly been much better than it usually 
was in England ; and the pressure and variety of 



1915 THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY 


business has been useful to my spirits.' StUI there 
are many allusions in bis correspondence to occasional 
attacks of illness, which beset him in times of anxiety 
but never prevented his mind from controlh'ng the 
business and triumphing over the difficulties of his 
task. His constitution in fact was, like that of many 
another great man, not robust enough to ho trifled 
with or to lure towards feats of rash experiment or 
endurance, but capable of meeting a great strain, 
strong in reserved force, the servant and not the master 
of arcstless and buoyant will. ‘ It is difficult/ he once 
said of his work, ‘but in those days difficulties are 
our daily food, and, for one, I find that I thrive 
upon it' 

WTiat WoUcsloy lacked in physical strength be 
made up in esprit. Ho was well served by a bright 
sense of humour and a keen and natural Irish wit. 
Ho shone in society. In the brilliant circle which 
mot at Holwood and Putne}’’ Hill, at Walmer and 
Wimbledon, he was one of the most brilliant .mem- 
bers: in later days, we arc told, half the beauties 
of London were at his feet. As a talker he could 
hold his own with the best : there is a tradition that 
Madame do Stael, when they met at Lansdowne 
House, had to own his superiority. As a wit his 
hons mots were constantly repeated, and used, by his 
friends. 

He was a devoted lover of literature. His own 
style was modelled, somewhat too closely, on the 
classics. He admitted, says Lord Brougham, the vast 
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superiority of Demosthenes, but he could not shake 
off his attachment to Cicero. He was renowned, 
indeed, among the pedants as a scholar ; he could heat 
the schoolmasters at their own weapons ; and, to do 
them justice, they paid him the homage of which they 
are not too lavish even to titled poets. He was as well 
read in the great modems as in the classics. Again 
and again in his letters, and even in his despatches, a 
phrase of Shakespeare’s, neatly and appropriately used, 
catches and delights the attentive ear. The Auction 
List of his Library shows his extensive acquaintance 
with the Italian poets. Dante he knew as few men 
of his ago knew him. Loi’d Stanhope writes of a 
dinner party at Wahner in 1839 — when the great 
statesman was in his eightieth year ^ — 

‘ Lady Bxu-ghersh told me that lately calling on Lord 
AYellesley she had seen upon his table a print of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds’s UgoJino, and, the conversation turning upon this. 
Lord AYellesley repeated several lines of Dante’s description. 
She expressed her surprise at his povrer of memory, when he 
answered that he really thought, if he tried, he could repeat 
nearly the whole of that canto, and on trying he really did 
repeat above fifty lines of it. She was sti-uck too, she said, 
with bis pure and classic pronunciation of the Italian, and of 
that there could not be a more competent judge. I observed 
to her, that what enlianced the merits of these accomplish- 
ments was that they never could have proceeded from busi- 
ness or ambitious objects, as he never had any Italian mission 
to fulfil or Italian negotiations to conduct, so that love of 
literature must have been Ins only motive.’ 

^ Conwsallons with the Duht of Wellington, pp. 169-170. 
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Lord Stratford de Bedcliffe ^ told how in his 
last days of retirement he went to see him, and 
walked about with him in his garden and talked of 
politics. In the whole course of the conversation, he 
said, ‘ at one time figured the commanding states- 
man, at another the accomplished orator, to say 
nothing of wit, scholarship, and the recollection of 
bygone events.’ Sir Walter Scott, a severe critic 
of conversational powers, wrote of him in 1835 : ‘ The 
Marquess’s talk gave me the notion of that kind of 
statesmanship that one might have expected from 
a Koman Emperor accustomed to keep the whole 
world in his view, and to divide his hours between 
ministers like Maecenas and wits like Horace.’ 

His schemes for the improvement of the educa- 
tion of Indian civilians are proofs of the liberality 
of his own studies. While the foundation was to be 
laid in a knowledge of the ancient classics of the 
West, the superstructure was to be built of dif- 
ferent material. Like his great predecessor Warren 
Hastings, he recognised, as too few Englishmen 
did, the beauties, and the unique position, of the 
great Oriental literatures. He personally encouraged 
and patronized the learned men of Bengal, and 
under his auspices the talents of his own country- 
men were directed towards the scholarship of the 
East. 

' For this and several of these anecdotes I am indebted to an 
exceedingly interesting article in the Qiiarierly Mevitw, vol. 169, 
No. agS. 
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In his personal character Wellesley conld not be 
accused of the faults into "which meaner natures fall. 
He "was proud undeniably, but with the pride of 
a great, not a small, mind. ‘No two brothers,’ said 
^Macaulay once, when Wellington and Wellesley were 
compared, * were ever so unlike.’ Rogers, describing 
them, said that they gave the most remarkable 
contrast in history, ‘ the one scorning all display, the 
other living for nothing else.’ It was a sharp saying, 
such as the irresponsible conversationalist would 
readily throw off; and it has a certain superficial 
justice about it. But Wellesley loved display not for 
itself but as the outward sign of the dignity with 
which he was invested. His dressings and his 
attitudes, his ceremonies, attendances, and processions, 
his pageantry and extravagances, were part of his 
conception of the character of a British ruler in the 
East, or of a Viceroy among a Celtic people. He 
was tied to a constant series of ceremonial acts : it was 
clear to him that they lost all their value if they were 
not performed ceremoniously. Here was the contrast 
of his nature to the Englishmen among whom he 
moved, and who mocked, like Sheridan, at his airs 
and graces. The English love state and pomp as 
much as any other nation, but they like to see it 
done in hugger-mugger, with no dignity or order. 
An English procession is of aU sights on the earth 
one of the most mirth-provoking. But a pageant en 
deshabille was to Wellesley a revolting anomaly. He 
delighted to impress, and he knew how to be 
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impressive. To liiin dignity and n seemly order were 
the due appointments of life. Ho clung to the 
ceremonious features of tho ago before the Eovolu- 
tion, ‘ His indignation may be imagined/ says the 
writer of an interesting article in the Quarterly 
Revi^v, ‘ when, as be was explaining some measure 
to the Cabinet, Lord Westmoreland leant back in 
his chair, in true American fashion, with his dirty 
boots resting on tho Council table. Lord Wcllcs- 
loy paused and said ; “ When tho Lord Privy Seal 
is in a decent attitude, I will proceed with my state- 
ment.” ’ 

Wellesley, immersed in ccremon}’’, was the very 
type, said Sir James Mackintosh, of the ‘ sultanized 
Englishman.' His entertainments at Calcutta and 
Barrackpur are recorded in many an old Indian 
newspaper. Tho festivities at Government House 
to celebrate tho Peace of Amiens arc doomed worthy 
of a lengthy description by Mr. Pearce ; and Lord 
Valentia, who visited Wellesley in India, describes 
his country retreat in glowing terms. 

‘The situation of this house,’ ho says, ‘is much 
more pleasing than anything I have yet seen. It is 
considerably elevated above tho Hrigli river, on 
a very extended reach of which it stands: on tho 
sides are pagodas, villages, and groves of lofty trees. 
The water itself is much clearer than at Calcutta, 
and covered with the state barges and cutters of the 
Governor- General. These, painted gr-een and orna- 
mented with gold, contrasted with the scarlet dresses 
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of the roTvei-s, Tvere a great addition to the scene. 
The park is laid out in the English style, and the 
house is -well adapted to the climate., having a 
beautiful verandah on every side, and the rooms heing 
on a very ample scale h’ 

His Excellency, wearing the orders of St- Patricl: 
and the Crescent in diamonds, was a promiaeat £grre 
in the Calcutta balls. In the gay sceme, -Trrftes the 
same witness of one of these fesrivirias, 'the hlat-h: 
dress of the male Armenians was pleasfrg frtrt the 
variety : and the costly, though tmcoctmhtg h^htt-r 
of their females, together with the artearaaae tf 
officers, naiohs, Persians and nattves- re—rntL-o: s. 
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a coiniircli'-niivc for the itnprovo- 

iiifiif of (Iio ro!i<1(i, juiMir. (IrninM, ntul ^vnlor 

coiir.-ics ; loifl hy fixino pcniiniiHit rulr.H for tlu; con- 
Hlruclioii an<l <lislriliuti<m of tio- Iioiokm niKl ptiMic 
(‘(lilicc.M, arid for th(! of iitii'i.atir.' i of ovory 

(IcMcription. Tlio a[ipraraMf*i atal iM-ntity of tlio town 
tiro in.trpnralily coririootod with tlio li<-alth, Hafoty, 
and coiivt-nionr.! of tlio inhahitantH, and every iin- 
provonient ivliirh will introduco a j^Trator dip^co of 
order, ayninu'fry, and nm^niiriceiir/? in tla; strcft-'i, 
roailfl, glifity, and wharfs, pnhiie odifin i and private 
liahitationa, will tond to aiindiornlo the rlimate and 
to Ki.’cnm and promote every ohject of a just and 
aaliittiry fiystem of police.’ 

\Vc find Jiiin disctifssin;^ in nnotlirr minute’ (duly 
26, I So.}) the natural hisUiry of India. He. appointod 
])r. Franci.s Buchanan ‘ to collect nmterial.M for a cor- 
rect account of all the mo.st nnnarknlde rjundruped.*: 
and birds in the jirovinccs,’ and invitc<I information 
from all the medical oflicers in India. Ho c.sfablishcd 
a ‘Zoological Garden’ at Barmckpur for the nssi.st- 
anco of Buchanan’s inve.stigation. 'The illustmtlon 
and improvement of that important branch of the 
natural history of India whicli cmbmce.s an object so 
extensive ns the description of the principal parts of 
the animal kingdom is worthy of tho munific.cuco and 
liberality of tho English East Lidin Company, and 
must necessarily prove an acceptable service to the 
•yvorld. To facilitate and promote all enquiries which 

' U'tfff.'Jfy A’.'JJflfcAc-i, vol. iv. p. 674 sqq. 
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limy 1m wlculnlod to enlarge the bouinlaries of general 
science is a (Inly imposed on the Uritish Government 
in India hy its present exalted Ritnation.’ A year 
later he issued a valuahle minute on the ‘Im- 
provement of Agriculture h’ ‘ Independently of the 
moral duty imposed on the British Govennuent to 
provide Iiy every means in its power for tlic improve- 
ment of the condition of its KuhjccUs, suhstantial 
advantages must necessarily he derived hy the State 
from the increased wealth and prosperity of the people.’ 
lie proposed to ostahlish an experimental farm at 
Barrachjiur, in which the improvement of the hreed 
of hlack cattle, the introduction of a more .scientific 
sy.stem of agriculture, and the reduction of the 
expense of preparing the grain for consumption, 
phould ho studied. 

These arc merely spcciraonR of tho range of his 
purview. It was his aim, indeed, to take place in 
all public aifaire as the natural head and universal 
patron. The position was congenial to his mind : 
and it was reflected in his litcraiy' style. Ho was 
essentially a man of great ideas ; and ho clothed his 
thoughts in befitting language. Wellesley — ^Mr.Robert 
Louis Stevenson has said it Avith felicity of tho British 
admirals — was not only gi'cat-hoai’tcd, he was big- 
spoken. A lofty stmin, like the sound of martial 
and ceremonial music, breathes through his .speeches ; 
hut his language expresses — it docs not disguise — the 
gioatncss of his heart. The curious story that was 
* Juno I, 1803 ; Wcllcslcu Ikspatclics, iv. 676 sqq. 
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•told of Wolfe, describing to the disgusted Pitt, in 
terms too glowing, and with action too expressive, 
the victories he would win in Canada, serves to 
show how a great man may for the moment borrow 
the cloak of the braggart. From such a scene Wel- 
lesley’s good taste would have preserved him, but he 
would not have been without a certain sympathy for 
the chief actor. In something akin to this feature of 
his character we may find the clue to his failure to 
reach the supreme and highest greatness. While we 
recognise his achievements, we do not dream of com- 
paring him to the still, strong heroes whom England 
has given to the East, We do not rank him with 
Dalhousie, with Havelock, with Gordon, or with that 
great man to whom tardy justice is at length being 
done, Wan-en Hastings, the greatest of them all. 

Great, noble, in many ways, was Kichard Wellesley, 
and his Indian career was undeniably magnificent, 
but we feel that there is something lacking through- 
out his life. Is it a moral quality we seek ? The clue 
to it may lie in some aspect of his character of which 
national history is wont to take slight count. He 
was, say his contemporaries, what is called ‘ a man of 
pleasure ; ’ and there is in such a character, however 
it may be, like his, gradually refined and purified, a 
taint which spreads subtly but surely to the public 
work. Self-seeking can never be wholly absent from 
the life where now and again pleasure holds the reins. 
Here is the flaw which mars what is, in many aspects, 
a beautiful soul, Momington, refusing to share in 
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the reward of the brave men who had shed their 
blood in the Mysore war, and Wellesley, walking in 
his Brompton garden, telling old tales with the genial 
charm of gracious and kindl}’’ age, are happier pic- 
tures than that of the companion of the ‘Dandies,’ 
and the man of whom Wilberforce wrote, ‘ I hear even 
worldly people take offence at his character for the 
head of the administration of the country.’ A ‘ Sul- 
tanized Englishman,’ in any of the meanings of that 
happy phrase, was not one to rule Great Britain. 

Thus much must he said lest we seem to take too 
high a view of Wellesley’s character and capacities, 
and to leave inexplicable the comparative failui’e of 
his life. Many worse men have played a greater part 
in English politics, and have left names more famous 
among English statesmen. But Wellesley scorned 
disguise: such as he was, with his defects and his 
honours, he stood forth. Proudly and not without 
disdain he met the judgement of his peers. He could 
not stoop, though it were for Empire. Like Corio- 
lanus, he would say, 

‘ I had rather he their servant in my way 
Than sway with them in theirs.’ 

We may not wonder, then, that justice' has not yet 
been done to his gi-eat qualities. When his papers 
are fully examined, and an exhaustive biography is 
written, he will appear, we may be confident, greater 
than the world now knows. 

Meantime his achievements place him high in the 
ranks of our great worthies. He saw and tried to 
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solve llio otomfil Jj-isli question. ]To -vr/is a Free- 
trader Ijoforc the dn3’« of tlio Arnnehester School. But 
for him, it mny 1)0 trnlj' snid, it is more than prohahlo 
that Nnpoleon -would not Imve been overthrovTi. It 
wns the Spnni.sh rcMislnnce, ns the Emperor himself 
recogni.sed, that rcnll3’- dc 3 tro 3 'cd him: and hut for 
Wcllcslo3’-’8 pcrsiBtonc3', that rcsi.stnncc would never 
have been organized and brought to succa'^s. To 
his brother’s indomitable and clear-sighted but 
unostentatious determination, Wellington owed the 
sinews of wav, A\nthout which he could not possiblv 
have coped with the French forces. It wa.s Wellos- 
103' Wellington Avho triumphed in the 

Peninsula. 

But it is to his Indian administration incontcstabl3' 
that wc look for the proofs of his greatness. As ho 
gazed upon the great Eastern panorama, and then 
turned to his mastoi-s in Lcadonhall Street, ho may 
well have thought, ‘I know that in this vast land 
I can create a British Empire, and I know that no 
other man can.’ In India his Avork remains uneffaced 
and uncffaceable. Ho turned the East India Com- 
pan3', in spite of itself, from a trading corporation 
into an imperial power. Ho found the edifice of their 
rule fashioned of brick ; he left it marble. Before bis 
day the exigencies of the moment had guided British 
governors in a policy which even in the hands of 
its greatest exponents was empirical. Wellesley laid 
doAvn lines from which it was impossible for his suc- 
cessors ever whoUy to diverge. The experiment indeed 
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Avns tried ; Cornwallis set about to revorso all that he 
had done, and declared in bo many words that his 
poHc}’ was mistaken and unsound. Barlow followed 
on the same lack ; but '\Vclleslc3'’s system triumphed 
in the end. 

He found India the battle-grOund of races and of 
rulers. Bver}' man’s hand was against his neighbour. 
In the atroph}’ of govennnent and the absence of any 
central controlling power, socictj' was verging towards 
the state of nature as Hobbes pictured it. Tlio life of 
man was, if rarely ‘solitary-,’ often ‘nasty, brutish, 
and short.’ Wcllcslcj* taught the races where to look 
for union and for rule. He taught England how to 
c.stimato, and to enter upon, her heritage. Vast indeed 
was the dominion over which ho caused the British 
flag to wave. He dcstro3’cd the cruel and threatening 
Muhammedan power in the South. Ho changed Oudh 
from a danger into a safeguard, and set Bengal free 
on every side from fear of foreign attack. He para- 
l3-7.cd if he did not dcstro3" the hydra-headed con- 
foderac3* of the Marfithfis. He made the name of 
England honoured from Persia to the Red Sea: and 
he raised her fame in a wa3’^ more durable than by 
militar3' exploits. Ho taught her rulers, her civilians, 
her judges, to trust for their power only to the up- 
rightness of their lives, the completeness of their 
labours, their knowledge of the character and the 
learning of the people committed to their charge. 
But he did more than this. It was the sign of his 
greatness and the mark of the permanence of his 
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work tlmt )io roco"ni.«orl to ilic full tlio responsibility 
enst upon Groat JJritain. Jn his nttitinle lowarfls 
coniincrcf, diploiimcy, Avnr, religion, llio same prin- 
ciple wns patent and outspoken. In our bands, be 
would say, nro tbc destinies of Ibis mighty empire — 
to us belongs its development and its future: it is for 
England to raise it among the fandlics of the nations 
— or we shall bear the blame for ever. 
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THE END. 
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of Lord Dalhousie’s action, of the inner working of his mind, is so com- 
plete, that Lord Dalhousie himself, were he living, could not state them 
more clearly. . . . Sir William Hunter’s style is so clear, his language 
so vivid, and yet so simple, conveying the impressions he wishes so per- 
spicuously that they cannot but be understood, that the work must have 
a place in every library, in every home, wo might say indeed every 
cottage .’ — Evening Netes. 

‘ Sir William Hunter has written an admirable little volume on 
“ Tlie Marquess of Dalhousie ” for liis series of the “ Eulers of India.” 
It can bo read at a sitting, yet its references — expressed or implied — 
suggest the study and observation of half a life-time .’ — The Daily Netvs, 



©pinion? of tbe Pre?? 

ON 

SIR WILLIAM HUNTER’S ‘LORD MATO.’ 

‘ Sir Willidm "W. Hunter has contributed a brief but admirable 
biography of the Earl of Mayo to the series entitled “ Rulers of India,” 
edited by bimself (Oxford, at the Clarendon Press).’ — Tie Times. 

‘In t^ing this story in the monograph before ns, Sir William 
Hunter has combined his weU-known literary skill with an earnest 
sympathy and fulness of knowledge which are worthy of all commenda- 
tion. . . . The world is indebted to the author for a fit and attractive 
record of what was eminently a noble life.’ — The Academy. 

‘ The sketch of The Man is full of interest, drawn as it is with com- 
plete sympathy, understanding, and appreciation. But more valuable 
is the account of his administration. No one can show so well and 
clearly as Sir William Hunter does what the policy of Lord Mayo con- 
tributed to the making of the Indian Empire of to-day.’ — The Scotsman. 

‘ Sir William Hunter has given us a monograph in which there is a 
happy combination of the essay and the biography. We are presented 
with the main features of Lord Mayo’s administration unencumbered 
with tedious details which would interest none bnt the most official of 
Anglo-Indians ; while in the biography the man is brought before us, 
not analytically, but in a life-like portrait.’ — Vanity Fair. 

‘ The story of his life Sir W. W. Hunter tells in well-chosen language 
— clear, succinct, and manly. Sir W. W. Hunter is in Bymp,athy with 
his subject, and does full justice to Mayo’s strong, genuine nature. 
Without exaggeration and in a direct, unaffected style, as befits his 
theme, he brings the man and his work vividly before us.’ — The 
Glasffote Serald. 

‘All the knowledge acquired by personal assodatiou, familiarity with 
administrative details of the Indian Government, and a strong grasp of 
the vast problems to be dealt with, is utflised in this presentation of 
Lord Mayo’s personality and career. Sir W. Hunter, however, never 
overloads his pages, and the outlines of the sketch are clear and firm.' 
— TTte Manchester Express. 

‘ This is another of the “ Rulers of India ” series, and it will be hard 
to beat. . . . Sir William Hunter's perception and expression are here at 
their very best ’ — The Pall Mall Gazette. 

‘The latest addition to the "Rulers oflndia” series yields to none of 
its predecessors in attractiveness, vigour, and artistic portraiture. . . - 
The final chapter must either be copied verbally and literally — which 
the space at our disposal will not permit — or be left to the sorrowful 
perusal of the reader. The man is not to be envied who can read it with 
diy eyes.’ — Allen’s Indian Mail. 

' The little volume which has just been brought out is a study of Lord 
Mayo’s career by one who knew all about it and was in full sympathy 
with it. . . . Some of these chapters are full of spirit and fira. The 
closing passages, the picture of the Viceroy’s assassination, cannot fail 
to m^e any reader hold his breath. We know what is going to 
happen, but we are thrilled as if we did not know it, and were BtHl 
held in suspense. The event itself was so terribly tragic that any 
onbnary description might seem feeble and laggard. But in this 
volume we are made to feel as we must have felt if we had been on 
the spot and seen the murderer “ fastened like a tiger ” on the back of 
the Viceroy .’ — Daily Eeax, Leading Article. 



SDpmionis; of tije jpcesjs 

ON 

MR.W. S.SETON'-KARR’S ‘CORNWALLIS.’ 

‘ This new volume of the “ Rulers of India ’’ series keeps up to the 
high standard set by the author of “ The Marquess of Dalhousie.” For 
dealing with the salient passages in Lord Cornwallis's Indian career no 
one could have been better qualified than the whilom foreign secretary 
to Lord Lawrence.’ — Tht Aihenceum. 

' Lord Cornwallis has been very properly included in the list of those 
"Rulers of India "whose biographies are calculated to illustrate the 
past growth and present development of the English administration in 
that country. His name is connected with several great me.asures, 
which more, perhaps, than any others have given a special colour to our 
rule, have influenced the course of subsequent legislation, and have made 
the Civil Service what it at present is. He completed the administrative 
fabric of which Warren Hastings, in the midst of unexampled difiSculties 
and vicissitudes, had laid the foundation.’ — The Saturday Reviero. 

'We hope that the volumes on the '* Rulers of India" which are 
being published by the Clarendon Press are carefully read by a large 
section of the pubUc. There is a dense wall of ignorance still standing 
between the overage Englishman and the greatest dependency of the 
Crown ; although we can scarcely hope to see it broken down altogether, 
some of these admirable biographies cannot fail to lower it a little. , . . 
Mr. Seton-Karr has sncceeded in the task, and he has not only pre- 
sented a large moss of information, bnt he has brought it together in an 
attractive form. . . . We strongly recommend the book to bU who wish 
to enlarge the xuva of their knowledge with reference to India.’ — New 
York Herald. 

‘ The “ Rulers of India " series. 'This outcome of the Clarendon 
Press grows in volue as it proceeds. The account of ComwaUis is from 
the pen of Mr. W. Seton-Karr, who was formerly Foreign Secretary to 
the Government of India, and whose acquaintance with Eastern affiurs 
has been of obvious service to him in the compilation of this useful 
manual.’ — The Globe. 

■ One might almost say that the history of our great Indian Empire 
might be read with comparative ease in the excellent “ Rulers of India 
Series,” pnbUshed at the Clarendon Press at Oxford. ... Of Cornwallis 
it might be said he transfonned the East India Company’s servants 
from merchants to administralors, and determined to place them above 
jobbery, which he despised.’ — The Independent. 

‘ We have already expressed our sense of the value and timeliness of 
the series of Indian historical retrospects now issuing, under the editor- 
ship of Sir W. W. Hunter, from the Clarendon Press. It is somewhat 
less than fair to say of Mr. Seton-Karr’s monograph npon Cornwallis 
that it reaches the high standard of literary wo rkma ns hi p which that 
series has maintained. . . . His accurate and lucid summary of the necessi- 
ties which dictated Cornwallis’s policy, and the methods by which he 
initiated and, to a great extent, effected, the transformation of our rule 
in India from the lines of an Oriental despotism to those with wMchwe 
are now familiar, is as attractive as it is instructive. The Z/iierary 
World. 



fiDp^n^on^^ of tf)c 

ow 

COLONEL MALLESON’S ‘DUPLEIX.’ 

* In tlio clinmctcr of Duplofi tlicrc wnd tlie element of prcfitdese 
tlmt contnet with Jndin Bceine to liavo genemted in bo many European 
minda, Fronoli n« well na Engliah, nnd n broad capacity for gorem- 
ment, wliicli, if BufTered to liavo full play, might have ended in giving 
tho whole of faouthem India to France. Kven aa it waa, Colonel 
Mallcaon nhowa how narrowly tho prir.o alipped from French graap. 
In 1783 tho Treaty of Vcraaillca arrived juat in time to aavo the 
Britiah power from extinction.’ — Timm. 

'One of tho best of Sir IV, Ilimlcr’a interesting and Tnluablo aeries. 
Colonel Malloaon writes out of tho fulness of familiarity, moving with 
ease over a field which ho had long ago surveyed in every nook and 
comer. To do a small book ns well as this on llnplcix has been done, 
will bo recognised by competent judges n.a no small achievement. 
MHicn one considers tho bulk of the material out of which the little 
volume has been distilled, one can still better appreciate the labour 
and dexterity involved in tho performance.' — Academy. 

‘A most compact nnd cfTcctivo history of tho French in India in a 
little handbook of 180 pages." — Nonconformiet. 

‘Well arranged, Inoid nnd eminently readable, an excellent addition 
to a most useful aorics.’ — Record. 


COLONEL MAlLLESON’S ‘AKBAB.’ 

‘ Colonel Mallcson’s interesting monograph on Akbar in the "Kulers 
of India” (Clarendon Press) should more than satiVfy 'the general 
reader. Colonel Mnlleson traces tho origin nnd foundation of the 
Mughal Empire ; nnd, i« an introduction to tho history of Jluhnmma- 
dan Indio, the bwk leaves nothing to bo desired.’ — St. Jamett Gazette. 

‘ This volume will, no doubt, bo welcomed, even by experts in 
Indian history, in tho light of a new, clear, and terse rendering of an 
old, but not wom-out theme. It is a worthy and valuable addition 
to Sir W. Hunter’s promising series.’ — Athenetum. 

‘ Colonel Mnlleson has broken ground new to the general reader. 
The story of Akbar is briefly but clearly told, with an account of what 
he was and what ho did, and how be found nnd how he left India. . ■ • 
Tho native ohroniolcs of the reign are many, nnd from them it is still 
possible, ns Colonel Malleson has shown, to construct a living portrait 
of this great and mighty potentate .’ — Scott Ohtercer. 

‘The brilliant historian of the Indian Mutiny has been assigned in 
this volume of the series an important epoch and a strong personality 
for critical study, and he has admirably fulfilled his task. . . . Alike in 
dress and style, this volume is a fit companion for its predecessor. — 
Manchetttr Guardian. 



©pinion?) of tfjc Jprcojs 

ON 

CAPTAIN TROTTEU'S ‘WARREN HASTINGS.’ 

‘ Tlip puWicstinn, rrc'.nlly noticed in tliin plnce, of the “ Iiclter*, 
l)c»]'o'.die«, nnd otlier Stnto rni>eni ptx-Trvcd in Uic I'orcij,Ti Dcpnrt- 
rnent of tlicGovrrnnienl of Indift, tjrJ-l/Sf," iioi> tlirnwn cniirely new 
liphl fnnn the mewl nnthrnlic ponrre" on tlic wimlo Jii.lory of Wnrron 
Ho«tin"ii nnd lii" povernment of Indin. C'Bpl.nin I., .T. TrotUr'ii 
WAltrrx HAHTi;-Gfi. n volnnic of the Itiilem of India" fcrie«, tHliled 
Ii_v Sir \V. Unntrr (Oxfonl, nt llie Clarendon IVera), ia neconllnply 
neither inojijMirtnne nor devoid of nn nd'fjuntc raiVoii iV/lre. " 'J'bn 
prc'ent v.duinr," f.nyr n hrief prefnee, “ cndenvotira to rihihit for the 
iirrl time the neliinl woih of tlint prent Oovemor-Genernl, ni reviewed 
from the firm .tand-teiint of the oripinnl reenrtl^ now innde nvnilnhlo to 
the ftud«nt« of Indian Iii.t.^ry," Cnptnin TrTitler in well known ana 
com]-etent nnd otlraelive writer on Indian hi'torj-, nnd this ip not the 
fimt time that Warren lJt.*linp« lina pupjdied liiin with n theme.’ — 
Timer. 

‘ He h.ap pnt hi* l.e.t work into thi« memoir . . . Captain TrotU'rV 
memoir i* more valnahle [than Sir A. Lyall’a] from n rtrictly hi.torical 
point of view. It cent-ain* more of the hi«tory of the ]>er{rA, nnd it 
cmlTacva Oie verrlate-i information that ca*tp lipht on Hnetinp*’ re- 
markahle career . . . Hi* work too i* of dietinei litcrarj' merit, and i» 
werthr of a tli'me than which r.riti*h lottery p-wfenl* none nobler. 
It ip n di't'cct pain to tlic l!riti*h race to !<• cnahle I, at it now way, 
to connl the preat Governor-General ainonp there beroei for whom 
it ccred not blcrh,* — Scot/nan. 

‘ Captain Trotter ha' done hi* werk w.ll.and hi* voleme dererv.s! 
to ptand with that on Dilboc'ie by Sir William Hunter. Higher 
prai'e it would l-e l.ird to give it,’ — A'etr Yorh Ileralr], 

‘Thi* i* an able l<'?k, wrtutm with candour and dj.uriminatlo.u,’ — 
lyeii/ t.efrr'.'iy. 

* Captain Tr tter ha' dcue fell ju't:e» to the fa'clnating rlory of the 
rp'.cudid achitvexent' cf a creat ilnrllihxan.’ — .Vaaehe'Vr OtLardOin. 

•Tti* neat lifde vc’.uxe e-ontalnr a hrltf hut adxlrahle hdognphy of 
the flrrt Govern 'ir-Geurral cf Ird'a- Tj ► lutler hat hern f-.rtuaite 
havinp hxd arcei; to .Str.te pa--tr< whluh ea-ver the pe^-lvd of the 
entire rule cf Warrvu Kastdnr'i.’ — T.' e 2'e-cr^*ilf C'-rtaCt-’e, 

•Ir. preparinr thlr leetx; for “Tae Eul*- of Inula," CapUlx 
Trotter ha. had the airantaut o'’cm.'uln-nr tie ''letuterr, DeTu-aVrhee, 

G-rr-mment cf India, tppn-rf.'' a j^iou wlltl covert tlej^lre 

nuav trulv ca m lljl i: “ enlTi-t* f.r tie nriu tine tit amnal wot: cf 
tie” rr*a.: Govemcr-Generul u reouewel £ruun tie fmn rjcd-pomtef 

crlrinal rcrurdr." It it a heel •wl5~ al mnrt u^eu-x *- 

be ’’ cp to date " cn tie rumect-'— a a< fTTcdc 


jaDpfnionjff of tbc Wtm 

ON 

YISCOMT HAEDn&E’S ‘LOUD HAEEIlfG-E.’ 

‘ An exception to the role that biographies ought not to be entrusted 
to near relatives. Lord Hardinge, a soholar and an artist, has given 
us an accurate record of hie father’s long and distinguished services. 
There is no filial exaggeration. The author has dealt with some con- 
troversial matters with skill, and has managed to combine truth with 
tact and regard for the feeling of others.’ — The Saturday Jtevieia. 

‘This interesting life reveals the first Lord Hardinge as a brave, 
just, able man, the very soul of honour, admired and trusted equally 
by friends and political opponents. The biographer . . . has produced a 
most engaging volume, which is enriched by many private and official 
documents that have not before seen the light.’ — The Anti-Jacohin. 

' Lord Hardinge has accomplished a grateful, no doubt, but, frem 
the abundance of material and delicacy of certain matt^, a very 
difficult task in a workmanlike manner, marked by restraint and 
lucidity.’ — The Pall Mall Gazette. 

‘ His son and bio^pher has done his work with a true appreciation 
of proportion, and has added substantially to our knowl^ge of the 
Sutlej Campaign.' — Vanity Fair. 

‘ The present Lord Hardinge is in some respects exceptionally well 
qualified to tell the tale of the eventful four years of his father’s 
Governor-Generalship. ’ — The Timee. 

‘ It contains a full account of everything of importance in Lord 
Hardinge’s military and political career ; it is arranged ... so as to 
bring into special prominence his government of India ,' and it gives a 
lifelike and striking picture of the man.’ — Academy. 

‘The style is clear, the treatment dispassionate, and the total result 
a manual which does credit to the interesting series in which it figures.’ 
— The Globe. 

‘ The concise and vivid account which the son has given of his 
father’s career will interest many readers.’ — The Morning Post. 

‘ Eminently readable for everybody. The history is given succinctly, 
and the unpublished letters quoted are of real value? — The Colonies 
and India. 

‘Compiled fr’om public documents, family papers, and letters, this 
brief biography gives the reader a clear idea of what Hardinge was, 
both as a soldier and as an administrator.’ — The Manchester Examiner. 

‘ An admirable sketch.’ — The New Torh Serald. 

‘The Memoir is well and concisely written, and is accompanied by 
an excellent likeness after the portrait by Sir Eranois Grant.’ — The 
Queen. 



©pinionj) of tDc 

os 

MAJOR-GENERAL SIR OWEN BURNE’S 
' CLYDE AND STRATHNAIRN.’ 

'In " Clvilo anil Ktmtlinnim,” acnntrilmlion to Sir William irnnl'-r’a 
ncrllont " Itnlcra of Imlin" rcrirs (Oxfonl, at tlio Clarcndim l’rc"ii), 
Sir Owrn lliimc pivra a IticM akotch of tlio rnilitatr hiatory of tlio 
Inilinn Mutiny and It' n)npro"ion liy tlic two prcat aoldicni who plvo 
their namr« to hla iKwh. The apaco la limited for ao larpc a Ihoinc, Imt 
Sir Owen llurnc akilfidly ndjnat' hia trcatmonl to hia limita, and rarely 
violate' the emditinna of ^iro|>ortion imjxecd upon him.* . . . ‘.Sir Owen 
Hume doea not confine lumnlf exelii'ively to the milllary narrative. 
He pivea a brief aketeh of the ri«e and progreaa of tho ^lutiny, and 
devote' a chnjiter to the Itccim'tniction which followed ita aupprea'inn.’ 

— well written, well proportioned, and eminently worthy of tho 
acriea (o which it bidonp «.' — Thr Timrt. 

'Sir Owfn Hume who, by ae'oci.ation, experience, and relation' with 
one eftheae pcncrala, ia well qualified for tlic taak, writes with know- 
loitpe, perapicuity, and falme-a.' — Saltirdn;/ 7?en>tr. 

' Aa a brief recor.1 of a momentous epoch in India thi« little Imok la • 
a remarkable piece of cle.vr, concise, and interesting writing,' — T/ir 
Co/onfes find Judin, 

‘.''Ir Owen Hume has written tbi' l>ook carefully, brightly, and 
with excellent judgment, and we in India c.annot read such a Iiook 
■without feiTmp that lie has powerfully aidiyl the accomplished editor 
of the leric' in a truly patriotic entcrjiri'e.’ — //oiuMy Care/fe. 

'The volume on "Clyde and Strathnaim” has juet appeared and 
jirovts to lie a really valualde addition to the fcries. Coniddcring ita 
sire and the ext.-nt of gmund it covers it i« one of the best boolia about 
the Indi.aa Jiutiny of wliich we know.' — Kn^lisitman. 

* Sir Owen Hume, who Ha* written the Iate*t volume for Sir William 
Hunter's “ Huler* of India '* seric«, is l>clter qualified than any living 
[e-rson to narrate, from a military standpoint, the tlory of the euppres- 
► lon of the Indian Mutiny .' — Daiiy Ttlrjraph. 

‘Sir Owen Hume's book on '• Clyde and Strathnaim" is worthy to 
rank with the l>t-«t in the admirable series to which it belongs,’ — 
iJaneJiffter Kjnrr.ir.cr. 

•Tne boe.k- i* a/lmirablr written; and there is probablr no better 
sketch, equally britf. of' the etirring evenU -with which it deali.’ 
S'cetman. 

‘ Sir Owen Heme, from the part he played in the Indian Mntiny, and 
from Hs long cennerion wj-i the Government cf India, and fr-vm the 
fact that be wa.*. rr.ni'mry sccrcnsry cf Loed Strarim.-.irn both ip-Jndia 
and in Ireland, is well o calified fer the task widch he fcxa tmdi; ' — 

T?.e AtI.tT,n~STn. 



£Dpmfonj^ of tbz 

ON 

MR. XEERE’S ‘MAEHIYA MO SHTDIIA.’ 

‘Tiiolifo ofonolin man sliould bo intcreBting to all those who have en- 
tered, liowoverremotoly, into thcinhoritanceofhis labours: and Mr. Keene 
is well qualified, both by his knowledge of Indian history and his literary 
dexterity in its treatment, to do justice to his subject,’ — The Times. 

‘Mr. Keene has tlio enormous advantage, not enjoyed by every 
producer of a book, of knowing intimately the topic he has taken up. 
Ho has compressed into those 203 pages on immense amoimt of informa- 
tion, drawn from the best sources, and presented with much neatness and 
effect . . . Such a life was worth tracing in connection with the general 
history of the times ; and that is the task which Mr. Keene has so well 
fulfilled in this concise, yet attmetivo, little volume.’ — The Globe, 

' In this brief monograph Mr. Keene goesover the ground already tra- 
versed by him in his “Fall of the Moghul Empire.” But the particular 
work which gives Sindhia his place in Indian history. . . is here made 
more clearly manifest, while the book deals almost ns much in general his- 
tory as in biography . . It is valuable as bringing out the originality ns well 
as the greatness of the unacknowledged ruler of Hindustan ... ITiebook 
is interesting . .. and forms a valuable addition to the scries.’ — Scotsman. 

‘ Mr. Keene tells the stoiy with knowledge and impartiality, and also 
with sufficient graphic power to make it thoroughly readable. The 
recognition of Sindhia in the “Rulers” series is just and graceful, 
and it cannot fail to give satisfaction to the educated classes of our 
Indian fellow-subjects.’ — North British Baity Mail. 

• This is probably the most roniantio volume in the whole series, and 
the Sindhia’s difference in attitude towards De Boigne and Warren 
Hastings is veiy interestingly stated. The history of the foundation of 
our Indian Empire receives much elucidation from this admirable 
volume,’— itrerpooZ Mercury. 

‘ Mr. H.G-. Keene, C.I.B., M.A., has added a very acceptable volume to 
the popular half-crown series of works on former potentates in England’s 
vast Indian dependency . . . From the si^al defeat of the Morathns at 
Panipat, in 1761, in which engagement Sindhia, after fighting vah'antly, 
very nearlylost his life, until his death in 1794, bis varying fortunes are 
traced. The important affairs in which he figured so prominently, ns also 
the intrigues and machinations that were directed against him, are re- 
corded, whilst the desirable effect of his policy in assuaging the fierce 
passions and civilising the habits of the people is depicted. The volume 
bears incontestable proofs of the expenditure of considerable research 
by the author, and sustains the reputation he had already acquired 
by his “ Sketch of the History of Hindustan.” ’ — Freemans journal. 

‘Among the eighteen rulers of India included in the scheme of Sir 
William Hunter only five are natives of India, and of these the great 
Madhoji Sindhia is, with the exception of Akbar, the most illustrious. 
Mr. H. G. Keene, a well-known and skilful writer on Indian questions, 
is fortunate in his subject, for the career of the greatest bearer of the 
historic name of Sindhia covered the exciting period from the capture 
of Delhi, the Imperial capital, by the Persian Nadir Shah, to the occu- 
pation of the same city by I^rd Lake. . . . Mr. Keene gives a lucid 
description of his subsequent policy, especially towards the English 
when he was brought face to face with Warren Hastings. The conclu- 
sion of his hostility to us was the real beginning of his own political 
career in India.’ — The Daily Graphic. 



©pinionis of tpe 

ON 

SIR HENRY CUNNINGHAM’S ‘EARL 
CANNING.’ 

‘ The life of Earl Oamung, the Viceroy of the Indian Mntiny, affords 
an excellent subject for a biographer who knows his business, and 
therefore we need hardly say that “ Earl Canning,” by Sir H. S. 
Cunningham, K.C.LE., is an admirable contribution to the series of 
the “Eulers of India" edited by Sir W. W. Hunter (Oxford, at the 
Clarendon Press). Sir Henry Cunningham’s rare literary skill and his 
knowledge of Indian life and affairs are not now displayed for the first 
time, and he has enjoyed exceptional advantages in dealing with his 
present subject. Lord Granville, Canning's contemporary at school 
and colleague in public life and one of his oldest friends, furnished his 
biographer with notes of his recollections of the early life of his friend. 
Sir Henry Cunningham has also been allowed access to the Diary of 
Canning’s private secretary, to the Journal of his military secretary, 
and to an interesting correspondence between the Governor-General 
and his great lieutenant. Lord La\vrence. Of these exceptional ad- 
vantages ha has made excellent use, and the result is a biography 
second in interest to none in the series to which it belongs .’ — The Times. 

‘ Sir Henry Cunningham’s “Earl Canning "is a model monograph. 
The writer loiows India, as well as Indian history, well ; and his story 
has a vividness which none but an Anglo-Indian could so well have 
imparted to it. It has also the advantage of being founded to a large 
extent on hitherto unused material .’ — The Globe. 

‘ Sir H. S. Cunningham has succeeded in writing the history of a 
critical period in so fair and dispassionate a manner as to make it 
almost a matter of astonishment that the motives which he has so 
olearly grasped should ever have been misinterpreted, and the results 
which he indicates so grossly misjudged. Nor is the excellence of his 
work less conspicuous from the literary than from the political and 
historical point of view. The style is clear and vivid, the language 
well chosen and vigorous, the disposition of details and accessories 
striking and artistic, and, indeed, under whatever aspect the work be 
considered, it reaches the high standard of workmanship which, from 
the outset, has been a distinguishing feature of the series .’ — fftasgow 
Herald. 

‘ Sir H. S. Cunningham was fortunate, in a literary sense, in the 
particular Viceroy and period of Indian history allotted to his pen in 
the important and valuable series of biographical volumes on “ Eulers 
■of India,” being published at the Clarendon Press, Oxford, under the 
editorship of Sir William Wilson Hunter. In Harl Canning, first 
Viceroy of India, Sir H. S. Cunningham had a subject sufiiciently 
inspiring to all who admire honour, courage, patience, -wisdom, all the 
virtues and qualities which go to the building up of the character of an 
ideal English gentleman ; while the episode of the Mutiny, culminating 
in the iall of Lucknow, lends itself to the more picturesque and 
graphic description. Sir H. S. Cunningham has treated his subject ade- 
quately. In ■vivid language he paints his word-pictures, and -with calm 
judicial analysis he also proves himself an able critic of the actualities, 
causes, and results of the outbreak, also a temperate, just apprecdator 
of the character and policy of Earl Canning .’ — The Court Journal. 

P 



Dpinions; of ti)e 

OK 

MR. DEMETRIUS BOULGER’S ‘LORD 
WILLIAM BENTIKCK.’ 

‘The “ Bnlers of India” Beriea has received a valnable addition in 
the biography of the late Lord William Bentinek. The Bubjeot of this 
interesting memoir was a soldier as well as a statesman. He was 
mainly instrumental in bringing about the adoption of the overland 
route and in convincing the people of India that a main factor in Eng- 
lish policy was a disinterest^ desire for their welfare. Lord William’s 
despatches and minutes, several of which are textually reproduced in 
Mr. Boulger’s praiseworthy little book, display considerable literary 
skill and are one and all State papers of signal worth.’ — Daily Tele- 
graph. 

‘ Mr. Boulger is no novice in dealing with Oriental history and 
Oriental affairs, and in the career of Lord William Bentinek he has 
found a theme very much to his taste, which he treats with adequate 
knowledge and literary skill.’ — The Times. 

‘ His frontier policy was conciliatory, but full of foresight. His minute 
on the subject of Afghanistan and the advance of Knssia in Asia may 
be read with advantage to-day, nearly sixty years after it was written. 
Similarly, his observations on the armies of India have lost by no means 
all of their force, and Mr. Boulger has done a public service in printing 
the document.’ — Daily News. 

‘ How all this was effected has been clearly and forcibly set forth by 
Mr. Boulger. Though concisely written, his memoir omits nothing 
really essential to a thorough understanding and just appreciation of 
Bentinck's work, and of the results which flowed from it, even after he 
had ceased to be at the head of Indian affairs. Mr. Boulger’s estimate 
of the statesman is eminently fair and dispassionate, based on a 
thorough knowledge of his administration in all its details. Altogether 
the little work is a valuable addition to a most useful series.’ — Glasgow 
Herald. 

‘ Mr. Boulger writes clearly and well, and his volume finds an ac- 
cepted place in the very useful and informing series which Sir William 
Wilson Hunter is editing so ably.’ — Independent. 

' liord William Bentinek occupies a distinct place among Indian 
Govemors-General. His rule maybe regarded as the commencement of 
an epoch. Mr. Boulger has not to tell a stirring story of war and conquest, 
but the record of Lord William Bentinck’s domestic reforms, by which he 
began the regeneration of India, is a-s deeply interesting and certainly 
as well worth studying as any chapter of preceding Indian histoiy. 
Mr. Boulger has produced an excellent brief history of the period, and 
a capital life of the Governor-General. The volume is oue of the series 
of “ Rulers of India,” and none of them la better worthy of perusal.’ — 
TTie Seoiman. 

‘ Mr. Boulger, it should be added, has done his work with care and 
j udgment.’ — Globe. 



0pinion0 of tl)c Iptcoo 

SIR LEPEIi GRIFFIN’S ‘ RANJIT SINGH.’ 

‘Sir I/i"].-! (IrilVm lii* topic willi tlmroiioli inmlcrj', nnd )iU 

rrc-iiinl cf tin- .-xn'l lii* llinr. 1«, ronfcqtimlly, one of 

tlir vrUiaW b« wrll tn intcrr.liiif; voIumica (if llio f'ricH of wliicli 

it f.ini). n pAtl.' — Tl.' 

• We (Tin lli'inniclily proi'e f:ir I.ejvl Giiflin’s vrorl: n* nn Becumtr 
nml nppti-clstiip arvvimil of the Iw■^^tlrlin,e> find prnnth of tfjo Hlhfi 

und i f the |r;tii>ornl power fo'imhil ofeil) It h_v n utrontj mnl 
rT:iifr*e’.e'« rhirllAiti.’— T'f.r Ttnrr. 

• One (if the Ik-«< l>,.oVr re-elilly ji>)lili*he-l on nny Indian question." — 
Tf.f .Ifitnrlfrfrr <r i:'trdi'iin. 

‘ "nie rradin;; |v.ild;c hni hern the c»«enrn of nil that I« wortli knnw- 
ihe n1"nl the peno.1.' — T/i' I'rrnintj Stirt, 

' Vu tn fifat to lae; it I* n mMel of what ruch a trork rhoald he, nrid 
a cia**!e. The hToU i« otic < f the niiet lntere«iin;j hi»l'>rical r.'itetchea 
ever civrn to the piitilic. nnd illu«trated threiittlmul hy n unique 
aepiainlatjce writh the rnhjecl, nnd tiquidte jH,int.* — T/.e til.Hifphrn't 
Utri'f. 

' l*ir l-<ej>el l:-« d ine jr.tirc to one of the me.*. Intereitlno nnJ plc- 
tnre'qne rp:".ide« of Indian Iihlery. In tvrry re.']<ct, hut )»erh»p« 
fuiat of »U from fh" {leinl of virtrof the per oral read'-r whodoef not 
Til city rulien'inate mjoynirnt to in'tnfclien, the Tolujne I» n innut 
arce;'l.ahle (Llditii'n to th" crir'’ — TAe 6'fc/7(ii.* HfrnhJ. 

‘Tie ni''ne,;r3ph mold n-t have Ie<a etitru'tcil to more capihle 
hisd* than ih-*? of 5 '.r Iz-jirl Griffin, who rj-enl hit official life in the 
Tcnjanh, nt; ! i« tin rijo.rt in nil the kooaledre .apj>ert.amin5 to » 
Ihfn'osh acqniin’.Ar.fe, pract'cal and leK.ki.h, with that pnrrinf*. Tci« 
i« an erfrll'Et »Ve!ch of llanji: f^ic.-h. Lit p opie, and his ib'Ct-IiTed 
hint'd ni.'— T/.e f/mn. 

• At f tiro the ah 'r.e't and h'*t hittery of the rhe and fall of the 

Sikh monarchy."— TAe .YorfA /to/y Moil. 

•An eireller.t j ir-'. of work — ccantlid, di-erriir.jc.atin?', and well- 
la!anrr-l,'— TAe r<r;,.Ai"rerc-f. ^ 

• N('t only a h ■•';rraphy cf the K-aje-tpi-e: cf the Ea’t, hit a Icmicoet 

p: ct n ro cf hi « <~.or,l.'y; the rha; ter (ct 5;kb Tbeecracj l-cin™ a 
eiamj 'e f f C'-mpact thce;h'_ i’or pr**? of jnb;eet, circfcl Irealncent, 
and cl-.'.nn of taeratim, :h;« velar;* i* to cere in the rerie*. It 

mav fa-tiv le: »ai I to “ •peeak rrlrme’/' and ;o’iie’>o‘ an Vieepitieral 
aaln* r* leir-it ly onr chitf arth.eri'.y on. Prrjati tnif.err’ — 77.e jWrer- 
y-r-*! .t/orrery. 

' Tre carter of ro Ird'mn reter since the M'vhrl Arrvnrreh.* tsA 
the Mahratta Sirad jr-./ent* a fner onhjeet frr the hhtcrcan:; and ft 
wocM le- uifficr’t to rnd a arriter letter C'.al.'hed than SI.- Lepel G.-iffir 
to deal with snch a infjert.' — r Sh •Yr-'oiV /Jeaen'e. _ 

' A l.-nly aaiterly armnt cf Par;;: Sln-h i-d the shert-Sved S.xh 
tnenarchT of Lahcr*'— Tie ITcrfd. 

to le ca; ah',* of -r'ehnern-z e methinr on. a Urrtr t.ta.1* that Trorld he 
nn(-:r-o...e'i anttnr hl't-.r-iee of enr preat ncneniireicy.’ — aac Zeferrey 



flDpinion0 of tbz 

ON 

MR. J. S. COTTON'S ‘MOUNTSTUART 
ELPHINSTONE.’ 

‘ Sir 'William Hunter, the editor of the series to which this hook 
belongs, was happily inspired when he entrusted the Life of Elphin- 
stone, one of the most scholarly of Indian rnlers, to Mr. Cotton, who, 
himself a scholar of merit and repute, is brought by the nature of his 
daily avocations into close and constant relations with scholars. . . . We 
live in an age in which none but speoialists can afford to give more time 
to the memoirs of even the most distingnished Anglo-Indians than will 
be occupied by reading hir. Cotton’s two hundred pa^s. He has jw- 
formed his task with ^reat skill and good sense. This is just the kind 
of Life of himself which the wise, kindly, high-sonled man, who is the 
subject of it, would read with pleasure in the Elysian Fields.’ — Sir M. 
E. Grant Duff, in XTie Academy. 

‘ To so inspiring a theme few writers are better qualified to do ample 
justice than the author of “ The Decennial Statement of the Moral aud 
Material Progress and Condition of India.” Sir T. Colebrooke’s larger 
biography of Elphinstone appeals mainly to Indian specialists, but 
Mr. Cotton’s slighter sketch is admirably adapted to satisfy the growing 
demand for a knowledge of Indian history and of the personalities of 
Anglo-Indian statesmen which Sir William Hunter has done so much 
to create.’ — The Timet. 

' This is the story of a hrflliant life, brilliantly told. Mr. Cotton has 
a crisp style, a wide knowledge of Indian history, and a strong sympathy 
for his hero.’ — The Tall Mall &aeeiie. 

‘ hlr. Cotton’s “ Life of Monntstuart Elphinstoue” is one of the most 
readable of the valuable volumes that have appeared in the series of 
“ Eulers of India.” Mr. Cotton has avoided tedionsness by the con- 
densation of matter, and has secured the interest and close attention of 
his render by a bright and nimble style which carries him along with 
quite exhilarating rapidity, yet without skipping the really salient 
features of the period.’ — The Scotsman. 

‘Mr. Cotton has evidently performed a congenial task in writing 
this excellent little biography, for he has produced a volume so pleasant 
to read that it can scarcely be the result of labour against the grain. 
He has given us an account of the public career of a man who, though 
he declined the post of Governor-General, well deserves to rank among 
the ablest “ Eulers of India,” and of those literary pursuits which occu- 
pied Elphinstone's spare time during his period of office, and bore good 
and abiding fruit both in his despatdies and his historical work.’ — The 
Journal of Education. 

‘The author has evidently taken great pains to make the book what 
a monograph of the kind ought to be; and those who are familiar with 
Anglo-Indian history during the early part of the current century will 
appreciate the praise we offer when we say that he has succeeded in 
rnaldng it worthy of its subject.’ — The irorW. 

‘A masterpiece of skilful aud sympathetic workmanship. . . . Such 
a life could scarcely be told without exciting interest : told as it la by 
hir. Cotton, it combines all the qualities of that oft-abused word — fas- 
cination.’ — The Queen. 




SDpmionis of tpe Pot 

ON 

MAJOR ROSS OP BLADENSBURG'S 
‘MARQUESS OP HASTINGS.’ 

‘jMnjor Hobs of Bladensbarg treats his subject skilfully and attrac- 
tively, and his biography of Lord Hastings worthily sustains the high 
reputation of the Series in which it appears.’ — TAe Timef. 

‘ Tills monograph is entitled to rank with the best of the ycriej, the 
eempiler having dealt capably and even brilliantly with his materials.’ 
— English Mail. 

‘ Instinct with interest.’ — Glasgow Evening Jsfews. 

‘ As readable as it is instructive.’ — Glolw. 

. ‘ A truly admirable monograph.’ — Glasgow Herald. 

‘ Major Hoss has done his work admirably, and bids fair to be one of 
the best writers the Army of our day has given to the country. ... A 
most acceptable and entrancing little volume.’ — Daily Chronicle. 

'It is a volume that merits the highest praise. Major Boss of 
Bladensburg has represented Lord Hastings and his work in IndiA 
in the right light, faithfully described the country as it was, and in 
a masterly manner makes one realize how important wa.s the period 
covered by this volume .’ — Manchester Courier. 

‘ This excellent monograph onght not to be overlooked by any one 
who would fully learn the history of British rule in India.’ — Manchester 
Examiner. 

MR. S. LANE-POOLE’S ‘AURANGZIB.’ 

'There is no period in Eastern history so full of sensation as the 
reign of Auran^b. . . . Mr. Lane-Poolo tells this story admirably ; 
indeed, it were difficult to imagine it better told.’ — National Observer. 

‘ Mr. Lane- Poole writes learnedly, lucidly, and vigorously. . . . He 
draws an extremely vivid picture of Aurangzfb, his strange ascetic 
character, his intrepid courage, his remorseless overthrow of hid 
kinsmen, his brilliant court, and his disastrous policy ; and he describes 
the gradual decline of the Mogul power from Akbar to Aurangzfb 
with genuine historical insight.’ — Times. 

' A well-knit and capable sketch of one of the most remarkable, 
perhaps the most interesting, of the Mogul Emperors. — Saturday Beview. 

‘ As a study of the man himself, Mr. Lane-Pooie’s work is marked 
by a vigour and originality of thought which give it a very exceptional 
value among works on the subject,’ — Glasgow Herald. 

‘ The most popular and most picturesque account that has yet 
appeared ... a picture of much clearness and force.’ — Globe. 

'A notable sketch, at once scholarly and interesting.’ — English Mail. 

‘No one is better qualified than Mr. Stanley Lane-Poole to take up 
the history and to depict the character of the last of the great Mogul 
monarohs. . . . Aurangzfb’s career is ever a fusoinuting study.’ — 
Home News. 

‘ The author gives a description of the famous city of Shdh Jahdn, 
its palaces, and the ceremonies and pageants of which they were the 
scene. . . . Mr.Lane-Poole’s well-written monograph presents all the most 
distinctive features of Aurangzlb’s character and career.’ — Morning Post. 



©pinionis of ti)z pre^js 

ON 

CAPT. TROTTER’S ‘ EARL OE AUCKLAND,’ 

‘A vivid accotmt of the canaes, conduct, and conaequoncea of "tlio 
costly, fruitless, and unrighteous ” Afghan War of 1838.’— Jumiti’i 
Gazette. 

‘To -iVTite such a monograph was a thankless task, hut It has hfton 
accomplished with entire success by Captain L. ,T. Trotter. Jfo Jms 
dealt calmly and clearly with Lord Auckland’s prdicy, domestic and 
military, with its financial results, and with the general tendency of 
Lord Auckland's rule .’ — YorJctlnre Port. 

‘To this distressing story fof the First Afghan ITar) Ceptefn Trotter 
devotes the major portion of his pages. Ho tells it v/c!l and forcibly ; 
but is drawn, perhaps unavoidably, into the discussion of many t'Jpfcs 
of controversy which, to some refers, may seem to Iw Irardly as yet 
finally decided. ... It is only fair to add that two chanter* are devoted 
to “Lord Auckland’s Domestic Policy," and to hie relations with 
“The Native States of India".’ — Tie Timet. 

‘ Capt-ain Trotter’s Earl of A-uchlani is a moet interesting Look, ar;,l 
its eicellence as a condense'l, yet Inminou*, history of the first Af/litn 
War deserves warm recognition.’ — EcoUwin. 

‘ It points a moral which onr Indian Eo.’ers caunot a'lerd to J^jrget 
to long as they stiU have Ecsda and A'gcani'.tza to e'/ont — 
Glafpotr Herald. 


Supplemertarv Volzrr.e: pritt ■/. 

‘ JABIES THOMASON,’ ET SIR RICHARD 
TEHPLE. 

‘ Sir B. Temple’t took potseises i tags Tilae as a dttifri a'-d 
interestinz memorial of a r-r- of I'.fry ideals. -r-L'oe erilvltt r-ere 
nme the less memorat’.e became amleref emlmlrtlT in ri-e Le,d 
of peaceful aimmirrrati-.m’ — rTmtr. 

‘ It fi me remliir dirimrim: of mfi w-ri mat ft fnterett,- a reader 
less in the cSrial man ;u tbe —er: Limtelf' — setts-r.m:. 




Uniform icith thf - ' JluUr/ of Jnilia ' Series, Z*. C'l. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE INDIAN 
PEOPLES. 

STANnAiii) KniTJON (TwrsTitmi), nnvisi.u to 1897. 

KLTrhTr-i.mitTH Tiiovuaud. 

This JCdilion IncnrimrAtes the waived hr tho nolbor 

froBi Directors of I’liblio Ifislniclion nod other cdiicntlonnl nnthoritics 
in Indin: its slntistic* ore hroiiyhl doirn in the Ccnsni of iSqj ; and 
its nniT.Ttivc, t<i iSqj. TIio worl: has rceeived the cmnlmlla approval 
of tlie or^nn of tho Jfnijiish School Boards, and Imi heen Imadnted 
into five latit^aftcs. It is Inrpcdy employe*! for cdncntional pnrpoFW in 
Europe and America and ris a t«t-lj<Kifc procrilwd l)y tho University 
of Calcutta for Sts Entrance Examination frren tSRfi to 1891, 

‘ ‘'A Brief History of tho Indian Peoples," by \V, AV, Hunter, pre- 
penis a port of birtl’s-eyo view Imtb of India and of its people from tho 
earliest dawn of historical reconls .... A work of authority and of 
origioni value.’ — I'hr l)nil,v S'eice (London). 

*Dr. Uiinter may bo said to have presented a conip-acl epitome of the 
results of his researuhes into the early history of India ; a sohject upon 
which his knowledge is at onco exceptionally uide and cicecdiDgly 
thorough.' — The Srolrmnn. 

' Within the compn-ss of some apo p.agcs we know of no history of the 
people of India po concise, so interoslliig, and ro luofiil for edueatiou.al 
purposes ns this,’ — The School Jloard Chronicle (Ixmdoii), 

' Eor its sire and subject there Is not a better written or inoro tnist- 
W’orthy liistory in existence .' — The Jonr/inl of Bilnration. 

'.So thoroughly rcvi$e<l as to entitle it to sepanite notice.’ — The Times. 

'Dr. Hunter’s history, if brief) is cotuprehenrirc. It is a storehouse 
of facts manshnlled in a masterly style ; and prc>-cnted, as history 
should be, without tho slightest suspicion of orcjndicc or suggestion of 
pnrtisnnsliip. Dr. Hunter ob'orves n style of severe slmplirily, which 
is tho secret of an Impressive presentation of details .’ — The Daily 
Itecietc (Edinburgh). 

‘ By for tho best manual of Indian History that has hitherto been 
published, and quite equal to any of the Historical Series for Schools 
edited by Dr. Freeman. We trust that it will soon bo read in all the 
schools iu this Presidency .* — The Timet of Iwlia. 

Extract from a criticism by Edw.ard Giles, Esq., Inspector of Schools, 
Horthem DiWsiou, Bombay Presidency : — ‘Wlmt wo require is a 
book which shall lie nccurnto ns to fact', but not ovcrlo.aded with 
them ; written in a stjde which shall interest, attract, and guide un- 
cultivated readers ; and short, because it must bo sold at a reasonable 
price. These conditions have never, in my opinion, been realized 
previous to the introduction of this book.' 

‘ Tho publication of the Hon. W. tV. Hunter’s “School History of 
India ’’ is an event in literary history.' — Deis <t Sayyet (Calcutta). 

‘ Ho has succeeded in writing n history of India, not only in such a 
way that it will be read, hut also in a way which wo hope will lead 
young Englishmen and young natives of India to think more kindly 
of each other. The Calcutta Univerrity has done wbcly in prescribing 
this brief history as a text-book for the Entrance ExaminaUon.’ — The 
Dindoo Patriot (Calcutta). 




